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Commandant’s Message
September 2003
Over the last few months I have written about the
importance of many of our varied Community volunteer
programs and the need for membership support
of
those programs. Now I would like to address a
different need, and that is one that I feel is important to
the overall good health of this organization.
There is an old adage that says
“All work and no play makes Jack
a dull boy,” and we all know that
there is a bit of truth in this logic.
Now I don’t believe that there is a
harder working, more “Gung Ho”
Veterans’ group anywhere than this
detachment. Our many successful
programs will attest to the dedication
and support of our membership
and the leadership provided by the Officers.

I NSIDE THIS I SSUE

But, for any organization to maintain their
cohesiveness, esprit de corps, camaraderie, and
overall effectiveness there must also be some “play
time.” It is important that the membership also have an
opportunity to gather in a relaxed, and enjoyable
atmosphere where they can share the camaraderie,
and mutual interest of this special Brotherhood.
Our detachment has a number of
annual events for this purpose, such as
our Spring Pre-Meeting Dinner, the
outstanding Marine Corps Ball, and
equally great Christmas Party.
In
addition to these wonderful events our
Senior
Vice
Commandant
is
responsible for planning various other fun
events, such as weekend trips, or one day
programs. We had a very good Spring Dinner,
and he tried to generate interest in group
outing for the Phillies Baseball Game, or
maybe a fishing trip, a trip to visit the U.S.S.
New Jersey Battleship, or a trip to the Waterhouse
Museum. Our fabulous annual Marine Corps Ball is set
for Saturday, November 8th, 2003, I will guarantee that
anyone who misses this evening will really regret not
having attended.
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Jr. Vice Report

Sr. Vice Report

The Jr. Troop Handler Wagon program which is
our main fund raiser is running every Saturday at a
different shopping center. Ticket sales are down
just a bit from last year, but with everyone’s help
and rainless Saturdays we should meet our
projected figures. As you know almost all of the
supermarkets where we set up have two
entrances, we set up
a table at each and ideally
we should have at two or three members at each
table. The ideal situation would be to have three
shifts with members changing every three hours in
this way it is not too difficult
on anyone. The
wagon usually arrives at 0830 - 0845 we then set
up everything and start selling chances by 0900.
Normally we stop at 1600 and start putting
everything away and are gone by 1630. This is a
nine hour day which breaks down into the three
shift idea, with any where from four to six members
per shift. This will work for everyone and meets the
goals of the day as far as ticket sales are
concerned with out being a burden for anyone. As
you can see we need
between twelve and
eighteen volunteers each Saturday, PLEASE offer
your help in making this a real success for your
detachment.
Also, PLEASE
remember that
we are selling
Ads for our
Marine Corps
Ball program
book, if every
member SOLD
just ONE Ad we
would go beyond
all goals of this program. YOU can do it if you just
try. Should anyone need the Ad forms they can
call me and I will get them to you immediately. My
number is 610.789.3755 or 610.996.8261 or email:
merc4652@comcast.net

We will begin accepting reservations for the
Birthday Ball, held on Saturday November 8th at
the Paxon Hollow Country Club. Tickets are $35.00
per person, and $65.00 per couple. I have
contacted Col. Hulick of the Philadelphia area
Naval ROTC, he has tentatively accepted. See me
after the meeting to make your reservation.
Membership: we currently have a few members
that are delinquent on their annual dues, most likely
due to a paperwork mix up at National. I have
written a letter that I will be sending to those
members that are past due. On recruiting and
retention of members, I will be sending a notice to
members as their anniversary approaches,
reminding them to anticipate the renewal
paperwork from National.
In your effort to secure new members, please be
sure you have the new application form, and also
make sure the application form you do have
reflects the new dues of $25.00 per year.
Lastly, I am planning the following trips, a day trip
to the Battleship New Jersey, the last week of
August, details to follow, and a Phillies game in late
September, ticket pricing information at next
meeting. For the Phillies game I will also extending
the invitation to the other veterans’ groups; the
VFW, and American Legion.

Rick VanLuvender

Please remember the special events where we will
have the wagon out as a fundraiser. With
everyone’s support, these could be very profitable
for our detachment.

LET’S GO TEAM
Semper Fi

Jim Alleva

Quotes In History
When in England at a fairly large conference,
Colin Powell was asked by the Archbishop of
Canterbury if our plans for Iraq were just an
example of empire building by George Bush. He
answered by saying that, “Over the years, the
U.S. has sent many of its great young men and
women into great peril to fight for freedom
beyond our borders. The only amount of land we
have ever asked for is enough to bury those that
did not return.”
submitted by Mike Horne

610.789.3755
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Delaware County Young Marines,
reporting as ordered, SIR!

COMMANDANT’S REPORT
th

August 5 , 2003

Here is an update
on upcoming
events and
deployments for
the Delco Young
Marines.

Well here we are in the midst of the real dog days of
summer heat, haze, humidity. Come on Fall weather!
As most of you know by now the detachment is well
into our two biggest fundraisers, the Jr. Troop
Handler Wagon and the Marine Corps Ball Program
Ad Book. The Jr. Vice would definitely like to see
some new faces joining the ‘A’ team on any given
Saturday.
This wagon is our single biggest
fundraiser; it represents 2/3 of our annual budget,
which gives us the funds to support most of our
programs. I can’t emphasize enough just how
important it is for you the membership to help with
this effort. It seems that it is the same individuals that
come out every Saturday, morning or afternoon. It
really isn’t a difficult task and you will get to know
your fellow members so much better and enjoy the
camaraderie, also you will be helping the detachment
to achieve its goals. Please contact the Jr. Vice and
offer to help on any Saturday morning or afternoon.
While we are talking fundraisers PLEASE do not
forget the Ad book; almost any merchant that you
patronize all year long will be willing to take an Ad in
our book, you just have to ask them.
It is always a pleasure to announce when an award is
presented to our detachment, our Color Guard took
th

second place for marching unit’s in the 4 of July
parade – CONGRATULATIONS to Jim Alleva, Joe
Conigliaro, Mike Horne, Bob Spano & Jim Ross, also
two of our members were part of the Newtown Rotary
float and that won second place for large floats,
CONGRATULATIONS to Rick VanLuvender and Dan
Luty. I would like to say thank you to everyone who
took part in the parade and I cannot forget Jerry Zell
for driving his fully restored and equipped military
truck in the parade as part of our contingent.
I hope everyone is enjoying
their summer and thank you
for participating in our
activities and also for
attending the meetings
throughout the summer.

15-17 August, we will be on deployment to French
Creek State Park for our seasonal encampment.
Training includes close order drill, night hikes, land
nav, first aid and anything else you can pack into
three days of training motivated Young Marines.
OOH-RAH!
13 and 14 September, we will have a table set up
at the Willow Grove Naval Air Station for their
annual air show. Come on out and see some
outstanding flying and some motivated Young
Marines.
26 and 27 September, we will be aboard the
U.S.S. New Jersey for an overnight trip as well as
a tour of Old City Philadelphia.
20 August at 18:30-21:00 hrs. will be our next drill
at Folsom Marine Corps Reserve Center. If you
know any youths who want a challenge, discipline
and some motivation, send them our way.
On a personal note, I would like to say thank you
on behalf of my Young Marine unit for all that the
Marine Corps League does for us. Some of our
Young Marines, including myself, have just
finished up our summer training at various schools
from leadership to desert survival. Thank you for
your support.
We will keep you
events/deployments.

posted

Semper Fi,

Stephen D. Neri
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upcoming

Words of motivation:
Failing is not falling down, it is not getting back up.
MARINE CORPS!!
-anonymous

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR
TROOPS IN YOUR
PRAYERS, AND MAY GOD
BLESS AMERICA.

on

SEMPER FI

First Sergeant Williams

Looking Ahead
DETACHMENT EVENTS
AUGUST
26
Staff meeting-al post - 1930
30
Jr. Troop Handler Wagon - ticket sales -0900 1600
SEPTEMBER
02
General Meeting, KofC Hall, 1930
06
Jr. Troop Handler Wagon- 0900 - 1600
07
Hero Scholarship Flea Market - 0900 - 1600
13
Coatesvi lle VA picnic - 1100 - 1500
13 & 14 Willow Grove Air Show - Jr.Troop Handler
Wagon
19
National POW-MIA Day Ceremony-1400Marple Veterans’ Park
20
Jr. Troop Handler Wagon ticket sales 0900-1600
27
Jr. Troop Handler Wagon ticket sales 0900-1600
28
Franklin Mint Antique Car Show –
0900-1600- Jr. Troop Handler
28
John Basilone Parade
30
Staff meeting - AL post - 1930

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS’ EVENTS
O THER V ETERANS ’ & FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS ’
M EETING SCHEDULES

Veterans of Foreign Wars: Broomall Post # 7390
Meetings the second Thursday of the month 1930.
Meetings are held at the Marple Twp. Municipal Bldg.
Sproul & Springfield Rds. Broomall, PA
Knights Of Columbus: Mater Dei Council # 4129
327 N. Newtown Street Rd., Newtown Square, PA
Meetings the first Thursday of the month at 2000.

S PECIAL EVENTS
Sunday
September 7th Hero Scholarship
Flea Market
All morning
volunteers meet at
our tent at 0800.
Afternoon volunteers report to our tent at 1200.
Saturday September 13th Willow Grove Air Show Volunteers can car pool from Broomall American
Legion lot at 0800.
Friday September 19th National POW-MIA Day
Ceremony at Marple Memorial Veterans’ Park,
Lawrence Rd., Broomall. Color guard, rifle squad &
members assemble at 1330.
Sunday September 28th, Franklin Mint Antique
Auto Show. Morning volunteers report to our tent at
0800, afternoon shift report at 1200.

Regular Events
AmVets: Harold P. Saks Post # 118
211 N. Morton Ave., Morton, PA 19070
Meetings the first Wednesday of every month at 2000
American Legion: Broomall Post # 805
2340 W. Chester Pike, Broomall, PA
Meetings the second Wednesday of every month, at 1930
Disabled American Veterans : Delaware County Chapter #
113
Meetings are held at the AmVets Post in Morton, PA on the
second Monday of every month at 2000
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 67,
2nd Thursday every month-1930-Catholic War Veterans
Post 731, 920 West Chester Pk. Havertown, PA.

S ICK CALL
Please remember the following
members in your prayers.
If you’re able, give them a
call or maybe even a visit to
cheer them up.

Members:
Frank Ambrosini
Larry Hart
Paul Hathaway

Delaware County Detachment
Third Sunday of the month: Breakfast: 0800-1130,
$5.00/person. Delaware County Detachment at detachment
home, Upland, PA. Every Month except: June-July-August.
M.O.D.D. “Devil Dogs” Triboro Pound # 19, Pack of Penna.
Growls (meetings) are the second Wednesday of the month
at 1930. Growls are held at the Herbert W. Best Post # 928,
VFW. Located at MacDade Blvd & Kendron Avenue in
Folsom, PA.

Harry Kaufman
Anthony Medaglia

Thank you, and remember to call Chaplain Bush with
news of anyone who is sick or has passed away.
(610.353.5569)

Scuttlebutt 4

The Age Test
18. In a movie from the late sixties, Paul Newman played
Luke, a ne'er do well who was sent to a prison camp for
cutting off the heads of parking meters with a pipe cutter.
When he was captured after an unsuccessful attempt to
escape, the camp commander (played by Strother
Martin) used this experience as a lesson for the other
prisoners, and explained, "What we have here, ____
____ ____ ____ ___."

1. Name the Beatles.
___________________ ___________________
___________________ ___________________
2. Finish the line: "Lions and Tigers and Bears, ____ ____ !"
3. "Hey kids, what time is it?" _____ _____ _____ _____.
4. What do M&M's do? ____ ____ ____ ____, ____ ____
____ ____

19. In 1962, a dejected politician chastised the press
after losing a race for governor while announcing his
retirement from politics."Just think, you won't have ____
____ to kick around anymore."

5. What helps build strong bodies 12 ways? _____ _____.
6. Long before he was Mohammed Ali, we knew him as
_____ _____.

20. "Every morning, at the mine, you could see him
arrive; He stood six foot, six, weighed 245. Kinda' broad
at the shoulder, and narrow at the hip. And everybody
knew you didn't give no lip, ____ ____,____ ____
____."

7. You'll wonder where the yellow went, ____ ____ ____
____ ____ ________.
8. Post-baby boomers know Bob Denver as the Skipper's
"little buddy." But we know that Bob Denver is actually
Dobie's closest friend, ______

21. "I found my thrill, ____ ____ ____."
22. ____ ____ said, "Good night, Mrs. Calabash, ____
____ ____."

9. M-I-C: See ya' real soon; K-E-Y: _____? ____ _____
_____ _____!

23. "Good night, David." "____ ____,____."
10. "Brylcream: ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____."
24. "Liar, liar, ____ ____ ____."
11. Bob Dylan advised us never to trust anyone _____
_____.

25. "When it's least expected, you're elected. You're the
star today. ____! ____ ____ ____ ____."

12. From the early days of our music, real rock 'n roll, finish
this line: "I wonder, wonder, wonder...wonder who; ____
______ _____ _____ _________?"

26. It was Pogo, the comic strip character, who said, "We
have met the enemy, and ____ ____ ____."

13. And while we're remembering rock n' roll, try this one:
"War.uh-huh,huh...yea; what is it good for? , ____ _____."
14. Meanwhile, back home in Metropolis, Superman fights a
never-ending battle for truth, justice, and _____ ____ _____.
15. He came out of the University of Alabama, and became
one of the best quarterbacks in the history of the NFL. He
later went on to appear in a television commercial wearing
women's stockings. He is Broadway _____ ______.
16. "I'm Popeye the sailor man; I'm Popeye the sailor man.
I'm strong to the finish, ____ ____ ____ ___ ____. I'm
Popeye the sailor man."
17. Your children probably recall that Peter Pan was
recently played by Robin Williams, but we will always
remember when Peter was played by ______ ______.
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Save for pictures
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“S CUTTLEBUTT” BOOSTER C LUB

Help support our
newsletter and become
a member of the Booster
Club!

Birthday Greetings
for September
The Detachment staff sends best wishes to the
following members who are celebrating a
birthday this month:

Your $10.00 contribution helps offset the cost of
publication and postage.

William H. Charlton, Bemjamin C. Cope,
Thomas D. Bishop, Michael J. Horne,
John J. Lister, Frank J. McNulty,
James A. Pearce, William Lessig,
James Alleva, Steve Nugent
and Earl Drake

We wish to thank our current boosters. With their
assistance, we are able to continue our awardwinning newsletter!
AUGUST BOOSTERS
Frank Turse, Dot & Craig Allen, Joe Direso, Jeanne
& Joe Knapp, Larry Doyle, Pat & Joe Mensack, Joe
Mealey, Rick & Dorene Van Luvender, Mary & Jerry
Powlus, and Gerry Zell.

Happy Birthday…and many, many more!

Thank you boosters!
Semper Fi

Bob Spano
Paymaster
If you are interested in being a “Scuttlebutt” Booster,
please see Bob Spano.

Age Test Answers
1. John, Paul, George, Ringo
2. Oh, my
3. It's Howdy Doody Time!
4. They melt in your mouth, not in your hand.
5. Wonder Bread
6. Cassius Clay
7. when you brush your teeth with Pepsodent
8. Maynard G. Krebbs
9. Why? Because we like you.
10. A little dab'll do ya.
11. over 30
12. who wrote the book of love
13. Absolutely nothin'
14. the American way
15. Joe Namath
16 . "cause I eats me spinach"
17. Mary Martin
18. is a failure to communicate
19. Richard Nixon
20. Big John, Big Bad John
21. On Blueberry Hill

22. Jimmy Durante - Wherever you are.
23. Good night, Chet.
24. pants on fire
25. Smile you're on Candid Camera
26. he is us
SCORING:
24-26 correct - You're probably 50+ years old
20-23 correct - Most likely in your 40's
15-19 correct - Are we in our 30's?
10-14 correct - Must be in your 20's!
01-09 correct - Baby! Baby! You're just a baby!
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General Smedley D. Butler Detachment Marine Corps
League
5 August 2003
Regular Meeting

Commandant Steve Neri called the meeting to order at
1930. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and the
opening prayer was read.
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS : present were:
Commandant Neri, Sr. Vice VanLuvender, Jr. Vice
Alleva (excused), Adjutant Horne, Paymaster Spano,
Judge Advocate Mayer, Chaplain Bush, Sgt-At-Arms
Stanton, Service Officer McGinley, Director Tallmadge,
Director Ross, Director Powlus, Jr. Past Commandant
Kaufman.
MINUTES: A motion was made by Joe Mensack and
seconded by Harry Kaufman to approve the minutes
as published in the Scuttlebutt. Motion passed.
CORRESPONDENCE:
Adjutant Mike Horne read
letters of thanks from the following scholarship
winners: Sean Brophy, Brendan Kaufman, and Lisa
Larocco. A letter of thanks was also received from
Dunwoody Village for the Color Guard’s participation in
their “Proud to be an American Program.” Also, letters
of thanks were received from the following
organizations: the Delaware County detachment for
our generous donation to sponsor a golf hole at their
recent golf tournament; the Rotary Club of Newtown
Square for our participation in the Fourth of July
Parade, especially thanking Dan Luty and Rich
VanLuvender and families; the Department of
Veterans Affairs in Coatesville for sponsoring their
bingo party on July 14; and the Knights of Columbus
for our support of their annual golf outing. We also
received letters of thanks from the Smith and Surran
families for honor ceremonies performed for their loved
ones. Mike announced that the Hero Scholarship
Fund flea market will be held on Sunday, Sept. 7 at
Delaware County Community College. Also, a note
was received from the Department Jr. Vice stating that
the Youth and Veterans raffle ticket sales were a
success.
Mike also reported that Tom Kerrigan
supplied information about a museum commemorating
the nation’s first naval amphibious training base. Also,
Marple Post No. 805 invited us to attend their
installation banquet on September 17 at the Paxon
Hollow Country Club. Tickets are $20.00 per person.
Deadline is September 6 for reservations.
OFFICER REPORTS :
SR. VICE COMMANDANT:
Sr. Vice Rick
VanLuvender reported that currently there are 173
members, 158 with paid dues and 15 with unpaid
dues. Rick stated that he will contact any inactive
member and try to bring him back to active
membership. Rick also noted that he will start taking
reservations for the Marine Corps Ball, which will be

held at the Paxon Hollow Country Club on November
8. Tickets are $35.00 each, $60.00 per couple. Rick
would also like to add a reminder in the Scuttlebutt
when an individual member’s dues are to be renewed.
Rick is trying to organize a trip to a Phillies Game in
late September. If interested, please let Rick know.
JR. VICE COMMANDANT: Steve Neri stated for Jim
Alleva that we need more help selling tickets for the Jr.
Troop Handler wagon. Please give Jim Alleva a call if
you can help. Also, Steve passed out ad forms for our
program book, and he asked that each member solicit
at least two ads to make this program a success.
JUDGE ADVOCATE: Frank Mayer stated that he
contacted the Judge Advocate from the State and
National to update any administrative procedures or
bylaws that have been changed. Also, Frank noted
that we will be allowed to sell Jr. Troop Handler wagon
tickets at the upcoming air show at the Willow Grove
Air Base on September 13-14.
PAYMASTER: Bob Spano read a comprehensive
monthly financial report. Copies can be obtained. A
motion was made by Phil Baglivo and seconded by
Joe Mensack to approve the monthly report. Motion
passed. Bob also announced that he has reverse flag
patches for sale at $2.00 each. Anyone needing a list
of locations for the Jr. Troop Handler wagon ticket
sales, please see Bob. Also, Bob showed members
the second place trophy the detachment won in the
Fourth of July parade.
CHAPLAIN: Chris Bush asked members to keep the
following individuals in their prayers: Paul Hathaway
and Gunny Hart. Also, Chris asked that we keep
William Mayer, a local soldier who was killed in Iraq,
also in our prayers. The following members will be
having upcoming surgeries:
Harry Kaufman and
Anthony Medaglia.
SGT-AT-ARMS: Bob Stanton passed out free hats to
all those attending which were donated by Daddy
Wags’ daughter, Marion.
SERVICE OFFICER: Connie McGinley - no report.
DIRECTOR: Walt Tallmadge-no report.
DIRECTOR: Jerry Powlus-no report.
DIRECTOR: Jim Ross - no report.
JR. PAST COMMANDANT: Harry Kaufman – no
report.
COMMITTEE REPORTS :
Americanism: Bill Lessig stated that he will be giving
out certificates thanking all those who helped in
various ways with his Americanism program.
continued on page 9
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passed out copies of the meeting agenda and the
Commandant’s report to the membership. Copies are
available.
Please see Commandant’s report in
Scuttlebutt.
NEW BUSINESS: Jerry Zell volunteered to maintain all
ceremonial rifles. He asked that the detachment
provide him with cleaning materials.
ANNOUNCEMENTS : Commandant Neri commented
to members that flag drop-off mailboxes have been
installed in various locations.
Also, the building
addition to the Knight of Columbus building for our
storage will begin as soon as the township gives
zoning approval.
There being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned at 20:30.
Respectfully submitted by Mike Horne, Adjutant.

The 50/50 winner was Joe Mensack.
Locker Box certificate winner was Chris Bush.
43 members signed in the log book on 8/5/03.

Minutes continued from page 8

Auxiliary Liaison: Tony Fusto – no report.
Ceremonies: George VanDusen noted that the Color
Guard attended the Fourth of July parade and many
th
members attended the 50 Korean Armistice Day at
Veterans Park in Broomall. There were 22 honor
ceremonies performed for the month of July. Al Yerger
has noted that there have been 640 Honor Guard
ceremonies by this detachment since 1995.
V.A.V.S.: Bob Matthews announced that the bingo
party is held the second Monday of every month. Our
detachment will be sponsoring bingo during the
months of August and September. If attending, please
meet in the K of C parking lot at 6:30. Bob also stated
that the Veterans Medical Center in Coatesville is
looking for volunteers in the following areas: phone
answering, drivers, and an office manager. On Friday,
November 7, 2003, the Coatesville Medical Center will
hold their Veterans Day Parade at 10:00 AM.
Young Marines: Bob Stanton thanked all those who
attended the Young Marines graduation event.
Historian: Ray Green announced that the detachment
has participated in 158 funerals so far this year.
COMMANDANT’S

REPORT:

Commandant

Neri
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Goodnight Chesty,
wherever you are.
Marine Corps League
Smedley D. Butler Detachment
P.O. Box 184
Newtown Square, PA 19073-0184
“I Pledge Allegiance”
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