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Commandant’s Report 
November 2006 
We had a nice start to the month. Our group, Scout Sniper 
Rifle Team, consisting of Earle Drake, Gerry Zell, and Paul 
Drinkard did very well I hear. On the 3rd I attended the fall 
review of the NROTC Midshipmen at Villanova with PDC 
Tom Tanner.  Col. Wagner has done a wonderful job, and I 
look forward to hearing him speak at the Ball.  He has a lot of 
wit, and I know he will entertain us.  
 
Wagon sales are doing great! The wagon masters, Jack 
McCloud and Joe Hudson have stepped right in, and I know 
they are doing great by the money they are making, not 

taking anything away from the others that come out. The 
Jr.Vice worked hard on the ad book, and it is in for print. Ben 
Sides, Dave Brimble and Tom Kerrigan helped with ads and 
with their hard work. Speaking of our Paymaster, I must say 
he is going far beyond his duties, keeping an excellent record 
of our funds, and at times yells at me if I want to spend 
money! But we are doing the right thing in donating to the 
needy.  
 
Rumors have it that John Cook is wanted by the News of 
Delaware County as a photographer. Everywhere we are, 
there is John, taking pictures.  But, I wish someone would 
take that whistle from him. Speaking of John, call him or see 
him and get your Ball money to him ASAP 610-853-3932.  
 
Dave Brimble is, as always, doing a great job with the road 
cleanup, but he can use some help.  For all of us Italians, we 
had Columbus Day. Our Color Guard took part in a parade 
and ceremony for the Hilldale Memorial Historical Marker 
Dedication, remembering the 1925 Negro League World 
Series Champs.  We saw some old timers there, and got 
some autographs! On the 16th, the Sr. Vice  Dan Luty (who is 
also the Toys-for-Tots chairman) joined Bob Spano, Steve 
Neri, Ben Sides and myself to kick off the Toys-for-Tots drive 
at the Gen. Smedley D. Butler Reserve Center.  I hope for a 
good year, remember the children! This past Sunday at the 
Beirut Memorial in Philadelphia, our Color Guard, Ben Sides, 
Jim Ross, Tom Tanner and myself were joined by Bob 
Spano, Earle Drake, George VanDusen, John Cook, Barry 
Reese, Dennis Morsa, and our Drum and Bugle Corps 
consisting of Dan Fitzpatrick, and Lloyd Spangler. They 
played taps at the conclusion of the ceremony, in 
remembrance of the 23rd anniversary of the Beirut bombings 
of the Marine Barracks. Thanks to our S.E. Div. Commandant 
Bob Rupp for placing a wreath at the Memorial at our request. 
Our Staff meeting will be on the 31st; all officers can come in 
costume. Wait, we do that already! We do have a real busy 
November I ask all who can help, to join in with the many 
activities we have. I look forward to seeing all of you at the 
Ball this year. Now more than ever, we as Marines  need to 
celebrate and pray for our brave men and women who now 
wear the uniform. 
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God Bless & Semper Fi, 
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You’re not going to believe this, but I have a 
completed the Wagon Fund Raiser schedule for 
October & November.  It’s as Follows:  Sat. Oct 
28th Super Fresh Havertown,1305 West Chester 
Pk., Havertown,  November is: Sunday Nov. 12th 
because Veterans Day is Sat. the 11th at 
Pathmark, Folsom, 420 McDade Ave., Folsom. 
Sat. Nov. 18th will be a double header at 
Pathmark Brookhaven and the Kmart next door.  
With that schedule, I expect that the SUPER 
WAGON MASTERS Jack McLeon and Joe 
Hudson will have gone over the top to capture a 
new record for fundraising.  I have to give a 
special thanks to these Wagon Masters, because 
if it weren’t for them, we’d be up the proverbial 
creek without a paddle.  They are doing a 
magnificent job.  Well done men, and a hearty 
well done to our loyal fund raising team.  All 
newcomers are welcome to join in the fun and 
camaraderie of collecting for our charity work. 
 
I will be gone until Nov. 18th when I’ll be back in 
full service.  In the meantime, you are all in good 
hands; the Marines have landed and the situation 
is well at hand.  The Birthday Ball is well on its 
way to completion, and it will be a credit to the 
League when complete.  Nearly everyone has 
contributed, but special thanks has to go out to 
Dave Brimble, Jim Alleva, for helping me collate 
the program and complete so many ads that I 
was not familiar with as your new Jr. Vice.  
Gentlemen, thanks for the great job.   
 
Thanks for all the help this year so far.  If I can be 
of any assistance to the membership, please 
don’t hesitate to call and ask me for whatever 
helping hand one needs. I will be available when 
gone on my computer, so if anyone needs me, 
please email me at: JeremyJetpilot@cs.com.  I 
promise I’ll get back to you. 
 
Semper Fi, 
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Jr. Vice Commandant. 
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This years Ball is fast approaching and if you 
plan on attending you need to act now.  John 
Cook is taking the reservations and making 
the seating arrangements.  The cost is $35 
per person and again will be held at the 
Knights of Columbus on Saturday, November 
4th. 

Also, don’t forget that our December meeting 
is also our Christmas party.  The cost to the 
members is a toy donation for our Toys-for-
Tots program.  The toy should be moderately 
priced and also it should be in it’s original 
packaging.  Please do not gift wrap the toy. 

 

New Members 

Please welcome aboard new associate 
member:  
Dennis Morsa 
15 N. Manor Rd 
Broomall, PA 10998 
610-353-8168.   

Dennis is the Commander of American 
Legion Post #805.  
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Rifle Match 
 
The 27th Annual Department of Pennsylvania Rifle 
Match that took place September 29, 30, and 
October 1, is now history.  The Detachment©s team, 
which consisted of, Paul Drinkard, Gerry Zell and 
Earle Drake finished amazingly well.   
 
The most important thing that happened was the 
fun and camaraderie that took place between the 
other Detachment©s members and ourselves, both 
on the firing line and in the butts.  I recommend 
everyone that is able to shoot plan on joining us 
next September. 
 
We will field a Pistol Team in the spring.  The exact 
date of that match is not known but it will take 
place in early June. 

~~submitted  by Earle Drake 
Dues Increase 

Attention Members: NEW DUES COSTS BECOME 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1ST, 2007. 

 
Annual Dues will be $30.00.   You only have a short 
time left to become a Lifetime Member under the 
current Lifetime Membership Dues.  The money has 
to be in to the Paymaster by Dec. 20th, so that it 
can be in to National before years© end.  See 
Paymaster for details. 
 

On October 21st, Ben Sides and Commandant Jim 
Alleva took part in the Eagle Scout Award 
Ceremony in Milmont Park, for Domenic Pascale. 
 

Congratulations Domenic! 
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General & Healthcare Benefits 
VA Hotline     800-827-1000 
Veterans’ Healthcare  800-222-8387 
Education   888-442-4511 
Grave Markers   800-697-6947 
Life Insurance   800-669-8477 
Website   www.va.gov 

Commandant’s Message 
November 2006 
 
What does it mean to be a Marine? Is it medals? 
Rank? Uniform? How we served in combat? I don’t 
think it is any of the above. I think is the pride you felt 
when you received that “EGA”.  That emblem to me 
was the most cherished thing that I ever received in 
the Corps. Nothing more, nothing less, better than 
any medal or rank. As members of the Marine Corps 
League, we still feel that pride now as we did then. 
Whenever our hymn is played we still  get those chills 
as we did back then. We must never forget that.  
 
Today our Marines are engaged in a war like no 
other. They are better equipped than in our day, but 
they still die for a belief in God, Country, and 
Freedom that most take for granted. Every time you 
turn on the television or pick up the newspaper it 
jumps right out at you, and with elections going on, 
every politician has their own idea for fighting the 
war, or not fighting it. But as sad as it may be, we are 
involved. As Americans and Marines no matter what 
our political belief is, we must stand behind our 
Marines, assist them in everyway possible. Keep 
them in our prayers.  
 
This month we will be gathering around to celebrate 
our 231st Birthday of our beloved Corps. Our 
Detachment will also be celebrating our 16th birthday 
at the end of the month. We have come far over that 
time, seen many different faces, heard many different 
ideas, done many things.  We are facing a generation 
change, and this is a very important step for our 
future. The Charter members, many now walking with 
the use of a cane, walker, wheelchair, or worse, in 
nursing homes or too sick to even come to a meeting. 
Some have to be told to take it easy, as the Marines 
they are, the meaning of giving up is not an option to 
them. Change is necessary; it’s the only way to 
survive. Members will have their opinions, their say, 
which is vital to our success. But when one or many 
force their way, have disrespect for others and for our 
Detachment, or knowingly disrupt things, I  will  go 
back to what I have said at the start of this. 
Remember where you came from. Remember the 
title you were proud to earn, and remember that we 
as a Detachment, not as a single member, fail or 
succeed as one. Let us celebrate our birthday as 
one, work together as one and win as one. There is 
no any other way. Not forgetting our Associate 
Members, it is an honor to have all of you with us. We 
would truly be lost if it would not be for the hard work 
you do for our Detachment   May God bless all of you 
and our Corps on this 231st day of our birthday. 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO VOTE on November 7th. 
          
God Bless & Semper Fi, 
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General Smedley D. Butler Detachment Officers 
 
Commandant: Jim Alleva 
Sr. Vice Commandant: Dan Luty 
Jr. Vice Commandant: Jeremy Leon 
Adjutant: Jack Kelly 
Paymaster: Ben Sides 
Judge Advocate: Rick Van Luvender 
Chaplain: Christopher D. Bush 
Sergeant At Arms: James D. Ross 
Service Officer: Connie McGinley 
Director: Paul Donohue 
Director: Earle Drake 
Director: Bernard McGinley 
Jr. Past Commandant: Bob Spano 

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment 
Committee Chairmen 
 
Adopt-A-Highway: Dave Brimble 
Americanism: William Lessig 
Auxiliary Liaison: Anthony Fusto 
Awards: Bob Spano 
Ceremonies: George Van Dusen 
Ceremonies Assistant: Ben Sides  
Color Guard: Jim Alleva 
Flag Collection - Barry Reese 
Historian: John J. V. Cook  
Honor Guard: John J. V. Cook 
Home Association & Meetings: Tom Kerrigan 
Legislative: Bernie McGinley 
Locker Box: Tom Lynch 
Marksmanship: Earle Drake 
Membership- Bob Spano 
Newsletter (Scuttlebutt): Sandi Mauer 
Property: Dave Brimble 
Scholarships: Wayne Williams 
Scouting: John Gingras 
Toys-For-Tots: Dan Luty 
Uniforms: Bernie McGinley 
VAVS: Robert Matthews 
Young Marines Chairman: Bob Stanton 
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It Happened This Month  
In Marine Corps History 
 
05-1915 Marines under Maj. Smedley D. 

Butler captured the stronghold at 
Fort Capois, Haiti 

09-1968 Marine Maj. Walter Cunningham 
received Apollo7 Astronaut wings 

10-1775 The Continental Congress 
authorized the creation of the Marine 
Corps 

11-1918 Armistice day. WWI ended on the 
11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th 
Month of the year 

15-1950 Elements of the 1st Marine Div. 
Reached the Chosin Reservoir in 
North Korea 

22-2001 Marines from the 15th MEU (SOC) 
secure FOB Rhino 

22-1943 Tarawa was secured after 72 hours 
of bitter fighting 

23-1950 Thanksgiving was celebrated in 
Korea with a temperature –20 
degrees 

27-1950 Chinese Communists launched an 
attack, surrounding Marines at  
Chosin Reservoir. 

29-1804 Lt. Presley O’Bannon and seven 
Marines landed in Alexandria, Egypt. 

30-1990 History was made when a bunch of 
Marine Vets formed the Gen. 
Smedley D. Butler Detachment in 
Newtown Square, PA, thus securing 
the Township. 

Toys For Tots 
 

 
 
From left to right, John Cook, Ben Sides, Dan Luty, Sgt. 
Cherfils, Commandant Jim Alleva, Steve Neri and Bob 
Spano 
 
On Monday several of our members and I 
presented $1500 check to Sgt. Cherfils of the 
Folsom Marine Corps Reserve unit for their Toys 
for Tots program.  This money was donated to our 
Detachment for Toys for Tots by the Employees 
Community Service Fund of Lockheed Martin.  As 
in past years this organization has been very 
generous to our Toys for Tots cause. 

Sgt. Cherfils supplied us with plenty of posters for 
our toy barrels and as November approaches the 
barrels will be placed at retail stores. 

~~submitted by Dan Luty 
 

Marine of the Year Award 

Marine of the Year Award is the highest honor that can be bestowed upon a regular member of the Marine Corps 
League. The candidates for this award are nominated by the people who know them best; the Marines of their own 
detachment. The recommendations are screened by a panel of judges made up entirely of past Detachment Marines 
of the Year. 

This award shall be presented to a REGULAR MEMBER of the Marine Corps League who has rendered service(s) 
and/or performed a deed(s) above and beyond the duties and obligations required of a member of the Marine Corps 
League, or a meritorious deed(s) so identified as being within the scope of these rules shall be of such substance 
that the weight will or shall have brought acclaim and prestige to the Marine Corps League; or has enhanced and/or 
furthered the concepts of the duties of being a citizen of the United States of America; or a deed(s) of courage or 
valor without regard for his/her own safety. 
 
Letters of nomination should be directed to Bob Spano, Chairman of the MOY Committee.  Those individuals that 
are not comfortable writing a letter may dictate their nomination to the chairman before the November staff meeting 
or a time that has been stated in an Administrative Procedure change.   

Semper Fi,  
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3rd  Coatesville VAMC Parade-Coatesville VAMC-

0930-meet at Knights-0830 
4th      Gen.Smedley D. Butler MCL BALL-1800-

2300- Knights of Columbus 
5th      Marine Sunday- Gen.Smedley D. Butler grave- 

Oaklands Cemetery 
6th      General Meeting-1930-Knights of Columbus 
7th      ELECTION DAY 
9th      Veterans Ceremony-Hershey Mill-West 

Chester-1330-Meet-Knights-1230 
11th    Veterans Park-Marple-1000-VFW Veterans 

Service 
11th     AL POST # 805- Broomall-Veterans Service-

1100 
11th     Media-Veterans Day Parade- Providence Rd. 

& State St. Media-1200 
12th     Wagon Sales-Pathmark-Folsom (SUNDAY) 
13th     Bingo Night-Coatesville VAMC-1830-Meet-

Knights-1830 
17th     Teen Night-Marple-Newtown HS-1930-RED 

BLAZERS 
18th     Wagon Sales-Pathmark-K-Mart-Brookhaven-

LAST STORE 
23rd     Thanksgiving-All Day-Eat Turkey-Thank God 
28th     Staff Meeting-AL Post# 805-1930 
 

 
**** See the Jr. Vice for wagon locations**** 
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OTHER VETERANS’ & FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS’  
MEETING SCHEDULES 
 
Regular Events 
AmVets: Harold P. Saks Post # 118, 211 N. Morton 
Ave., Morton, PA 19070. Meetings the first Wednesday 
of every month at 2000. 
 
American Legion: Broomall Post # 805, 
2340 West Chester Pike, Broomall, PA. Meetings the 
second Wednesday of every month, at 1930. 
 
American Legion Nunan-SlookPost # 338, Meets 
the second Tuesday at 7:30 PM of every month at the 
corner of Ralston & Graslynn Avenue’s, Havertown, 
PA. 
Disabled American Veterans, Delaware County 
Chapter 113, meets the second Monday of the month  
at 8 PM.  Meetings are held at the Nunan-Slook 
American Legion Post # 338. The Post is located at 
the corner of Ralston & Graslynn Avenues in 
Havertown, PA. 
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Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 67, 2nd 
Thursday every month-1930-Catholic War 
Veterans Post 731, 920 West Chester Pike, 
Havertown, PA. 
 
Delaware County Detachment, Third Sunday of 
the month: Breakfast: 0800-1130, $5.00/person. 
Delaware County Detachment at detachment 
home, Upland, PA. Every Month except: June-
July-August. 
 
M.O.D.D. “ Devil Dogs”  Triboro Pound # 19, 
Pack of Penna., Growls (meetings) are the 
second Wednesday of the month at 1930. Growls 
are held at the Herbert W. Best Post # 928, VFW. 
Located at MacDade Blvd & Kendron Avenue, 
Folsom, PA. 
 
Upper Darby Detachment #884 MCL, 3rd 
Tuesday of the month at 2000, 1026 Providence 
Rd. Secane, Pa. 19018 
 
Veterans of Foreign Wars: Broomall Post # 
7390, Meetings the second Thursday of the 
month at 1930. Meetings are held at the Marple 
Twp. Municipal Building., Sproul & Springfield 
Roads, Broomall, PA. 
 
Knights Of Columbus: Mater Dei Council # 
4129, 327 N. Newtown Street Rd., Newtown 
Square, PA. Meetings the first Thursday of the 
month at 2000. 
 

LIBRARY DISPLAY 
 

The General Smedley D. Butler, Marine Corps 
League Detachment, will be presenting a display 
at the Springfield Township Library during the 
month of November 2006.  Titled “U.S. Marine 
Uniforms of the 20th Century”.  It will present the 
different styles and accouterments used during 
the past century.       John Cook  # 610-853-3932 
 

Now more than ever 

���� VOTE����  
 
We need to make a statement as veterans-
We need a mandatory budget for 
veterans!!!!!!!! 
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October 24, 2006 
Legislative Update: 
 
1. Mandatory Funding for the VA 
 
This is very important for all of us. Below is from the web site: www.new.petiononline.com/VETSMOW/petition.htm 
 
Please log on and “sign” the petition to help make our Congress aware of our position 
To:  U.S. Congress  

“We are posting this petition to inform your members and readers about our endeavors to facilitate mandatory funding for the VA through a 
demonstration on Veterans Day 2006 at the Lincoln Memorial as well as through our online petition. VETSMOW (Veterans March on Washington) is 
an extension of the South Hudson Valley Veterans Coalition of Eastchester, NY, and our goal is to raise awareness of the need for mandatory 
funding. 

Each year, the VA budget is used as a candy jar by our government to fund other interests not associated with the Veterans of the United States. 
Mandatory funding would ensure that the Veterans of this great nation are adequately cared for. Many criticize the functionality of the VA system, 
but do not realize that they do not have a secure budget to plan from for employees, equipment, and improvements from year to year.  

Please join us in our fight, by signing our petition and demonstrating with us for mandatory funding at the Lincoln Memorial, on the 11th hour, of the 
11th day, of the 11th month, 2006. Congress is the only one who can secure mandatory funding for the Veterans, please sign our online petition to 
bring to Congress. Together we can make a difference. Please visit our website www.vetsmow.com for more information, and to show your support 
in anyway possible.” 

http://new.petitiononline.com/VETSMOW/petition.html 

2. Stolen Valor Act 
Senate Bill 1998 (S 1998), amends the federal criminal code to prohibit wearing, manufacturing or selling military decorations or medals 
without legal authorization. It also bans purchasing, soliciting, mailing, shipping, importing, exporting, producing blank certificates of receipt for, 
advertising or exchanging such decorations or medals without authorization. Fines and up to one year in prison are the possible penalties. 
 
Please write/call/email Senators Arlen Sector and Rick Santorum to urge their support for this bill. 
 
 

3. Concurrent Receipt Overview 

Retired Concurrent Receipt Overview 

Concurrent Receipt means to receive both military retirement benefits and VA disability compensation, and up until 2004 this was forbidden by law. 
To receive a VA disability compensation, disabled military retirees had to waive all or part of their military pay. The following is a summary of 
Concurrent Receipt: 

·  Concurrent Receipt Overview  

·  Benefits Update  

·  Eligibility  

·  The Value of the CRDP Benefit  

·  The Application Process 

Concurrent Receipt Overview 

As of 2004 this law changed so that qualified disabled military retirees will now get paid both their full military retirement pay and their VA disability 
compensation. This recently passed law phases out (over 9 years) the VA disability offset, which means that military retirees with 20 or more years 
of service and a 50% (or higher) VA rated disability will no longer have their military retirement pay reduced by the amount of their VA disability 
compensation. 

Unlike the Combat Related Special Compensation (CRSC), full concurrent receipt will be phased-in over the coming years (except as noted above). 
This means that if you qualify you will see your retirement pay increase by approximately ten percent each year until the phase-in is complete in 
2014. 

According to the Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) Concurrent Receipt is now officially referred to as ©Concurrent Retirement and 
Disability Pay" (CRDP). 

CRDP Benefits Update 

The National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) of 2005 eliminated the 9 year phase in for full concurrent receipt payments to eligible retirees rated 
at 100% disabled by the VA, as of January 1, 2005. 
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Beirut Memorial in Philadelphia  
 
Our Color Guard, Ben Sides, Jim Ross, Tom Tanner and Jim Alleva were joined by Bob Spano, Earle Drake, George VanDusen, John 
Cook, Barry Reese, Dennis Morsa, and our Drum and Bugle Corps consisting of Dan Fitzpatrick, and Lloyd Spangler. 

Concurrent Receipt Eligibility 

To qualify for concurrent receipt you must: 

·  Be a Military Retiree with 20 or more years of service, including:  

o Chapter 61 Medical Retirees with 20 years or more.  

o National Guard and Reserve with 20 or more good years.  

o Temporary Early Retirement Authority (TERA) Retirees may also be eligible. 

·  Have a Service Related VA disability rating of 50% or higher.  

Click here for the exact wording of this new law. http://www.military.com/ContentFiles/NEW _Retirement_HR_1588.htm 

The Value of the CRDP Benefit: 

In January of 2004 "qualified retiree©s" started receiving the monthly retirement increase. The following table is a sampling of approximately how 
much extra you may get each month over the next 2 years and the final full concurrent pay for 2014, based on your VA disability rating. 

VA Rating 2006* 2007* 2014* 

100% $2,393 $2,393 $2,393 

90% $781 $905 $1,317 

80% $621 $757 $1,436 

70% $494 $626 $1,277 

60% $336 $460 $1099 

50% $266 $364 $954 

*Note 1: These forecasted amounts are an estimation and do not necessarily reflect the annual cost of living adjustments. 

It is also important to note that the amount you receive cannot exceed the amount of your actual military retirement pay. 

The CRDP Application Process: 

Fortunately Concurrent Receipt is automatic. If you qualify you will automatically see an increase in your monthly retirement check. 

Click here for Frequently Asked Questions about the new Concurrent Receipt http://www.military.com/benefits/military-pay/retired-pay/retired-
concurrent-receipt-faqs and Combat Related Special Compensation (CRSC) laws http://www.military.com/benefits/military-pay/retired-pay/combat-
related-special-compensation-faqs. 

 
COLA increase for next year ,2007, will be 3.3%. 
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 Greetings from the Delaware County 
Young Marines! 

 
Let us pause a moment 
and thank all those 
Veterans that have served 
in the past and are 
presently serving to 
preserve our freedom.  On 
behalf of the Young 
Marines, I would like to 
personally thank each one 
of you for your service to 

our Country and for your continued support of our 
Unit. 
 
This past month found our Unit camping at Ridley 
Creek State Park again. Cpl. Klawansky made the 
weekend both fun and challenging with the different 
activities he had planned for us.  This time around 
he showed us how to make our own shelter halves.  
Sitting around the fire at night gave us all a chance 
to learn move about each other.  We shared stories 
of what we liked about being a Young Marine and 
what we©d like to do as a Unit in the future. 
Everyone that attended had a great time. 
 
Some of us are actively participating in Operation 
Care Package.  We©re collecting items to be sent to 
our service men and women over in Iraq.  Next 
month we©ll be helping decorate Christmas trees 
that will be sent. 
 
This past weekend, we joined the MCL at the 
Memorial Service for those US Marines that lost 
their lives in the Beirut bombing.  It was a somber 
ceremony, but a wonderful tribute to those that 
gave the ultimate sacrifice. 
  
We have signed up to help out at several of the 
Wagon Ticket sales sites in the coming weeks.  We 
look forward to seeing everyone and helping to 
make this fundraiser a huge success. 
  
Semper Fi 
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DCYM 
  
 
P.S.  Since the next scuttlebutt won©t be out until 
November, let me say now .... 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY UNITED STATES MARINE 
CORPS! SEMPER FI FROM THE DELAWARE 
COUNTY YOUNG MARINES. 

 

TATTOO 
Both meanings of “Tattoo” owe their usage in English to 
the armed forces.  The elaborate military display know 
these days as a “tattoo”, originated from the drumbeat 
which summoned troops back to their barracks at the 
end of the day.  This acquired the name “tattoo” from 
the Dutch tiptoe, meaning “to put the tap to”, in other 
words to shut the public houses were the troops were 
drinking. 
 
In 1769 Captain James Cook and his crew introduced 
the other meaning of “tattoo” into English when he 
brought back one of the few words borrowed from the 
Polynesian language.  During his Pacific voyages he 
had encountered Polynesian peoples whose skin was 
decorate with indelible markings made by puncturing 
the skin and inserting pigments.  These were called 
tataus, which became tattow in 18th Century-English, 
before the present-day spelling was adopted. 
 

THREE SHEETS IN THE WIND 
This colorful naval expression for being drunk dates 
back from the days of sailing ships when the sales 
were trimmed and set in their correct positions by 
means of ropes, known abroad ship as “sheets”.  A 
“sheet” which had come loose allowing parts of the sail 
to flap freely was said to be “in the wind”.  To be a 
“sheet in the wind” is a naval expression for being 
untidy and out of control, so to be “three sheets in the 
wind” and thereby seriously out of control was to be 
very drunk indeed. 
 

TURNCOAT 
A “turncoat” is a renegade; one who deserts his 
principles or associates to save himself or further his 
own ends.  Legend holds that the term originated with a 
sometime Duke of Saxony, whose lands were bordered 
by French territory.  Self-interest determined that he 
kept in with both his Saxon subjects and his French 
neighbors, so he took to wearing a reversible coat with 
one side colored Saxon blue and the other French 
white.  When he was supporting his Saxon interests, he 
wore his coat blue-side out; when it was prudent to 
show favor toward the French, the coat was turned and 
he wore it white-side out. 
 
Swinging the Lead & Spiking his Guns….Castle Books 
J. J. V. Cook 
 
 

!!! IMPORTANT NOTICE !!! 
The meeting day has been changed to the 
first Monday of each month, unless it is a 
holiday, then it would be on the first 
Wednesday. Please make this notation in 
your records and calendars.  
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S I C K  C A L L  

 

 

 

·  Jack Lister 
·  Henry Mummah 
·  Don Walz 
·  Matt Balfrey 

     
Please call or visit any of the above people as 
they would enjoy hearing from us. 
 
Please remember to notify Chaplain Chris Bush 
(610.353.5569) of an illness, or of a member or family 
member passing away. 
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Help support our

  newsletter and 
become a 

member of the 
  Booster Club! 

    
   
Any monetary contribution helps offset the cost of 
publication and mailing.   
  
We wish to thank our current boosters. With their 
assistance, we are able to continue our award-
winning newsletter! 
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Joe Direso - American Legion Post 805 - Pat & Joe 
Mensack - Jim & Elena Alleva - Ben Sides - Tony & 
Rosemarie Fusto. 
 
Thank you boosters! 
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Paymaster 
 
If you are interested in being a “Scuttlebutt” 
Booster, please see Ben Sides. 

 

Birthday Greetings 
for November 

 
The Detachment staff sends best wishes to the 
following members who are celebrating a 
birthday this month:     
 
Thomas Archer 
Kim Babcock 
Matthew Balfrey 
David Cleary 
Joseph Conigliaro 
John Cook 
Laura DiLiello 
James Donohue 
Daniel Fitzpatrick 
Karl Heinzelmann 
Aleta Krauss 
Daniel Luty 
H. Chalmers McDaniel 
Bernard McGinley 
Thomas Mee Jr. 
Christopher Mouraview 
James Sandusky 
Jack Thomas 
Russell Williamson 
Frederick Winterling 
 

Happy Birthday…and many, many more! 
 

 

 

NATIONAL P.O.W. MUSEUM 
 

Andersonville National Historic Site in Anderson, GA 
serves as a memorial to all American P.O.W.s 
throughout our nation’s history.  In 1998 the museum 
opened, dedicated to the men and women of this 
country who suffered captivity.  Their story is one of 
sacrifice and courage. 
 
Andersonville, or Fort Sumter as it was officially known, 
was one of the largest of the many Confederate military 
prisons established during the Civil War.  It was built 
early in 1864 after Confederate officials decided to 
move the large number of Federal prisoners kept in and 
around Richmond, Virginia, to a place of greater 
security and more abundant food supply.  During the 14 
months the prison existed, more than 45,000 Union 
soldiers were confined here. Of these, almost 13,000 
died from disease, poor sanitation, malnutrition, 
overcrowding or exposure to the elements. 
 
Today, Andersonville Historic Site is the only park in 
the National Park System to serve as a memorial to all 
American prisoners of war. Andersonville Cemetery is 
the burial site for 12,920 Union prisoners that died in 
that prison. 
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Chaplain:  Chris Bush indicated that Matt Balfrey has a 
new telephone number, and he is now at home 
recuperating.  He also indicated that Al “Bud” Bruce is 
very ill and is in ICU.   
 
Director McGinley:  Bernie McGinley indicated that the 
recent locker box audit had been corrected to reflect 
some recent donations that were made from the locker 
box. 
 
Director Drake:  Earle Drake reminded everyone of the 
detachment’s Preamble that we should always be non-
political, non-partisan, and non-sectarian.  At issue 
was a recent advertisement by a local congressman 
that used a photo of one of the detachment’s activities 
among a collage of pictures, possibly implying an 
endorsement.  Commandant Jim Allva agreed, and an 
e-mail had been sent to the proper contact person 
asking that the photo of the League’s activity be 
discontinued in further use of the advertisement.   
 
Jr. Past State Commandant:  Tom Tanner circulated a 
new Marine of the Year medal.  Jim Alleva indicated 
that he has purchased 10 of these new awards, so that 
one can be presented to all of the detachment’s former 
winners of the Marine of the Year.  He indicated that 
he would like to award these at the upcoming birthday 
ball.  Harry Kaufman made a motion to present this 
new medal to the former Marines of the Year.  Bernie 
McGinley seconded this, and the motion passed.  Jim 
Alleva asked for a motion to have the medals 
engraved.  Bernie McGinley made a motion to 
investigate prices for engraving the medals on the 
back with the detachment’s name, the person’s name, 
and the year that the person received the award.  Jim 
Alleva should report the findings of prices at the next 
staff meeting.  Paul Donohue seconded the motion, 
and the motion passed. 
 

Committee Reports: 

Americanism/V.A.V.S.:  Bob Matthews reported that 
Americanism activity had started up again, with 
presentations scheduled for Amosland and Stonehurst 
Hill schools.  For V.A.V.S., it was reported that there is 
no bingo at Coatesville this month, but they will be 
recognizing Veterans Week and there will be a parade.  
 
Historian:  John Cook indicated that there is a display 
in the Springfield public library during October.         
 
Legislative:  Bernie McGinley provided an update on 
the theft of veterans’ personal information in the theft 
of a laptop computer. Since the laptop was later found 
and it was determined that no access had been made 
to the personal information, the offer of free credit 
reports was being withdrawn.  Bernie McGinley also 
provided information on the Stolen Honor Bill, 
presently in the Senate, in which it would be against 
the law, if passed, to wear, manufacture, or display 

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment #741 
Marine Corps League 

General Meeting Minutes 
2 October 2006 

 
Commandant:  Jim Alleva called the meeting to order 
at 1935, and the normal opening ceremonies were 
conducted.  All officers were present, with the 
exception of the Judge Advocate.  Tom Tanner sat in 
as the Judge Advocate for the meeting.   
 
Installation of new Member:  Dennis Morsa applied for 
membership as an associate member.  After a vote of 
approval, he was sworn in as an associate member by 
Commandant Jim Alleva. 
 
Minutes:  Bernie McGinley made a motion to accept 
the minutes as presented in the Scuttlebutt.  This was 
seconded by Joe Mensack, and the motion passed. 
 
Officer Reports: 
Sr. Vice:  Dan Luty provided information on the Marine 
Corps Birthday Ball.  The date for the ball is 4 
November 2006, and the speaker is Col. Wagner form 
the Villanova NROTC.  Cost is $35.00 per person, and 
John Cook is handling reservations.  The deadline for 
reservations is 27 October 2006. 
 
Jr. Vice:  Jerry Leon indicated that wagon sales are 
going well, and that the wagon sales schedule for the 
month of October would be available shortly.  Ads for 
the program book are due by 6 October, and the book 
will go to the printer on 10 October 2006. 
 
Adjutant:  Jack Kelly read incoming correspondence, 
including acknowledgements of several donations 
made by the detachment.    
 
Paymaster:  Ben Sides provided the paymaster’s 
report.  He also reported on the need to obtain new 
operating rods for the rifles used in Honor Guard 
activities.  Several possibilities were provided, 
including contacting funeral homes in the area for 
donations to this project.  Gerry Zell indicated that he 
has a contact that may be able to assist in this project, 
and he indicated that he would see Ben Sides 
regarding this.  Pete Patrucci made a motion to accept 
the paymaster’s report.  Bernie McGinley seconded 
this, and the motion was passed. 
 
Judge Advocate:  Tom Tanner provided a second 
reading of the proposed change in the Marine of the 
Year process.  This change will also be reviewed in the 
Scuttlebutt.  On another matter, Steve Neri indicated 
that since the detachment has changed its meeting 
night from the first Tuesday of every month to the first 
Monday of every month, a change in the By-Laws is 
necessary.  This will have to be taken care of in the 
prescribed manner.   
 

continued on page 12 
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military medals that had not been earned. 
 
Marksmanship:  Earle Drake indicated that the team 
did well in the recent match up at Indiantown Gap.   

Membership: Sr. Vice Dan Luty presented a Life 
Membership card to Jack McLeod. 

Newtown Veterans Memorial Park:  Steve Neri 
provided an update on the Newtown Veterans 
Memorial Park, indicating that things are now with the 
solicitor for the township.  It appears that things can 
start moving physically after the first of the year.   

Scouting:  Jack Gingras reported that one presentation 
had been made in September, and another is 
scheduled for October.  He asked for assistance on 
this one, since he will not be available on the 
scheduled date. 

Toys for Tots:  Dan Luty indicated that he had 
contacted the sergeant in the Folsom Reserve Unit, 
and progress is under way.  He also reported that a 
$1,500.00 donation had been received from the 
employees of Lockheed Martin.   

Unfinished Business:  It was reported that Tom Archer, 
a member of our detachment, had been elected as the 
commander of the Media VFW. 

 
New Business:  Jim Alleva reviewed the activities 
scheduled for the month of October.   
 
Steve Neri made a motion to purchase the tickets sent 
to the detachment by the Chester County Detachment 
for their upcoming chicken barbeque.  There are four 
tickets at $7.50 per ticket.  This motion was seconded 
by Bernie McGinley, and the motion passed. 
 
John Moise reported on several issues from the recent 
convention, including the possibility of the employment 
of a part-time employee for the Department. 
 
Good of the League:  Steve Neri had an inquiry 
concerning a letter received by him sent by the 
Commandant.  Jim Alleva indicated that another letter 
is being mailed to him, and the subject was closed.   
 
Nominations of Officers: 
Nominations for 2007 for the following positions were 
accepted by: 
Commandant:  Jim Alleva 
Sr. Vice:  None 
Jr. Vice:  Jerry Leon 
Judge Advocate:  Wes Tomlinson 
Adjutant: Jack Kelly 
Paymaster:  None 
Chaplain:  Chris Bush 

Minutes continued from page 10 

Sgt-at-Arms:  Jim Ross 
Service Officer:  Connie McGinley 
Directors:  None 
 
Announcements:  None. 
 
Stan Short made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
George Boyajian seconded the motion, and the motion 
passed.  Closing ceremonies were conducted, and the 
meeting was adjourned at 2120. 
 
Jerry Zell won the 50/50.  44 members signed the 
logbook. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jack Kelly, Adjutant 
 

Guidelines for Submission of Articles & Photos for inclusion 
in “ Scuttlebutt”  
•All submissions must be received by the editor no later than the 
15th of the month for the upcoming issue. 
•The preferred format for written articles is a computer file (such as 
MS Word, or an email). Non-computer files will be considered and 
included in Scuttlebutt only if the editor is able to transcribe the 
article in a timely matter for publication. 
•The preferred format for photos is digital in a high resolution JPG 
file (other file formats will also be considered). Traditional photos 
may be submitted as well, and will be included only if the editor is 
able to scan the photo in a timely matter for publication. 
•All submissions must be the original work of the person submitting 
the piece. If the submitter is not the author of the work, the 
submitter should obtain permission from the author and submit 
that as well. No copyrighted materials can be used without 
permission from the appropriate parties.  
•The editor reserves the right to include or exclude submissions as 
necessary according to these guidelines and as space in the 
publication dictates. 
•Items may be submitted to the editor via email to 
sandi@lancasterpa.net 
 

Remember 
 

Members please send in your 
recommendation for 

Marine of the Year! 
 
You may give your recommendation to Bob 
Spano, Steve Neri, John Cook, George Van 
Dusen or Jim Alleva. It is the members’ 
choice, so please take part and let us know 
who think should receive this award. 
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Next Regular Meeting is:

1930 hrs.
Knights of Columbus
327 N. Newtown Street Rd.
(Route 252)
Newtown Square, PA 

November 6, 2006 
(MONDAY)

 

 

 


