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Commandant’s Report
July 2006
June picked up where May left off. The Paymaster and
I attended the Naturalization Ceremony in Media on the
th
7 . Our Flag Retirement at Vets Park went well. As
always we were assisted by the Marple Police and
Broomall Fire Co. The Newtown Square Gold Star
Ceremony was really done nicely with the Veterans
Park Commission presenting Peg Fordyce and her
husband Jim wonderful statues of a Gold Star Mother
and a helmet on a rifle.

The Honor and Color Guards attended the Daughters
of the American Revolution Flag Day Ceremony in
Lansdowne. By the time we read this, our Bus Trip will
be history, and I hope filled with good times. By the end
of June some of us will have attended our State
Convention. I want to thank Tom Tanner for the Great
job he did as State Commandant, Well Done! Newtown
Square Police and Fireman Awards will have been
th
given out on the 26 . Our Honor Funeral Detail is still
going strong with around 140 Services so far. Our
wagon will be going out on Saturdays and I know we all
pray for a good year. I want to thank all who
participated in last month’s activities.
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The trip to Harrisburg was very nice and a good
time was had by all. We were greeted at the
Capitol Building by all of the State
Representatives from Delaware County and had
our picture taken. We had a guided tour of the
beautiful Capitol followed by a very nice lunch.
We also had a guided tour of the Governor’s
residence. The Civil War Museum was also very
nice and then we all filled our bellies at Miller’s
Smorgasbord.
I would like to thank Steve Neri, Bob Spano, Jim
Alleva and Ben Sides for all their help in
arranging the trip. Also, a special thanks to my
wife Deborah for arranging everything with Ron
Raymond and his staff in both the Delco and
Harrisburg offices and especially Peg Adams in
Ron’s Delco office.
I want to thank everyone who helped out with the
dinner before the June meeting. Servers, you did
a fine job and all seemed to enjoy.
The officers at the Delaware County Detachment
and I have come up with a date for a combined
Detachment cookout. The date is Saturday
th
August 19 from 1300 to 1600 and will be held at
Delco’s home in Upland. I will be inviting the
Upper Darby Detachment as well. The cost is
$10 for adults and $5 for children. Anyone
interested in attending must sign up so the
appropriate amount of food and beverages can
be purchased. This is a great opportunity to
meet the members of the other two detachments
in Delaware County.

!
Once again, it’s a pleasure to bring all our fellow
detachment members up to date on what’s
happening in the Junior Vice’s arena. We are
ready to launch the first Wagon Sales effort at the
Newtown Square Acme at 0900 to 14:30 on Sat.
th
the 24 of June. I’m looking for a great start into
our campaign to raise funds for the detachment, so
we can accomplish the many charity goals we have
set for 2006. Above all, we need volunteers to
show up anytime to assist in our efforts to sell
tickets for the wagon. Tickets go for 3 for $2.00
and everyone ought to be able to sell that while
stationed at our various locations. I’m going to ask
the membership to each take 15 tickets home with
you to sell on your own. That means everyone can

contribute to our efforts by selling $10.00 worth of
chances on the wagon in addition to our site
sales. It also means that you are not limited to
only $10.00 WORTH OF TICKETS.
Every year the same hard working members
show up in force to assist our efforts with the
wagon. It is unfair to ask the same members
over and over again to bear the burden of
bringing in the funds from the wagon sales. New
members, as well as those who have not been
contributing time and effort to support the
organization, need to review their commitment to
our detachment. As Marines and Marine
supporters we have a legend of not leaving our
commitments at the door. The tradition calls for
everyone to support each other. Each of us
owes it to the detachment to participate in some
way to the efforts of making our detachment the
best in the region as well as the country.
st

This year’s schedule for July & August is: July 1
th
2006, Acme Granite Run, July 08 2006, Acme
th
Clifton Hgts., July 15 2006, Acme Paoli, July
nd
th
22
Acme Broomall, July 29
Pathmark
th
Glenolden, Aug. 5 , Acme Devon/Kmart, Aug.
th
th
12 Super Fresh Gladwyn, Aug. 19
Acme
th
Drexel Hill, Aug. 26 Acme Wayne. I will post the
Sept. schedule in the next Scuttlebutt. Note that
the Acme Devon/Kmart are two stores to be
manned that Sat.
Those who wish to participate in the Wagon
Sales program, please either email me at:
JeremyJetpilot@cs.com or call me at home at
610-240-8662 so I can count on your help to
make this the best year ever. Those who have
not participated in the past will find a joy in joining
your fellow members in fellowship while we have
fun doing great things for others.
The lottery is off and running. Ben Sides is doing
a fabulous job in sending off the winners checks
and we’ve lucked out by having a few days where
the detachment has won the number. Take care
and let’s see the support of those who have not
done so in the past. You’ll be surprised at how
good you’ll feel at joining your comrades in
making our detachment a standout among the
many.

Commandant’s Message
July 2006
Have you ever noticed when a group of guys gets
together and by chance they find out that two of them
are Marine Veterans; well after the group has gone
their separate ways these two Marines are still
talking, why? It’s obvious I guess, whenever Marines
get together it is like family, brothers meeting again.
We had a pretty busy start this year, and a lot pitched
in; but I ask all of you to support our Jr. Vice in the
up-coming wagon sales. It is our major fundraiser. I
hope all received a membership roster, either by email or given out. If you did not receive one, let me
know. On the front page is the list of our officers and
committees. Look them over and make a call; we can
always use the help. Going out with the wagon you
get to know each other better and help the
detachment at the same time. Call Jerry if you can
tow or come out at any time. You can see where our
wagon will be by looking at the Detachment Events in
the newsletter.
Our Sr. Vice has a picnic coming up in August with
our Brothers from Upland and Upper Darby. Check
your memberships to see if you are up for renewal. If
so, contact our Paymaster to set up arrangements.
One last thing, overlooked by many is the job our
Chaplain does. When a member is sick, he visits
them, brings them things they need, takes them
places, spends a lot of time, and I know we are all
grateful. Chris goes above and beyond.
God Bless & Semper Fi,

TRUE AMERICAN IMMIGRANTS.
“In the first place, we should insist that if the immigrant
who comes here in good faith becomes an American and
assimilates himself to us, he shall be treated on an exact
equality with everyone else, for it is an outrage to
discriminate against any such man because of creed, or
birthplace, or origin. But this is predicted upon the
person becoming in every facet an American, and
nothing but an American. There can be no divided
allegiance here. Any man who says he is an American,
but something else also, isn’t an American at all. We
have room for but one flag, the American flag. We have
room for one language here, and that is the English
language, and we have room for but one sole loyalty and
that is loyalty to the American people”.
Theodore Roosevelt, 1907….Military Magazine….June
2006~~~submitted by John J.V. Cook

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment Officers
Commandant: Jim Alleva
Sr. Vice Commandant: Dan Luty
Jr. Vice Commandant: Jeremy Leon
Adjutant: Jack Kelly
Paymaster: Ben Sides
Judge Advocate: Rick Van Luvender
Chaplain: Christopher D. Bush
Sergeant At Arms: James D. Ross
Service Officer: Connie McGinley
Director: Paul Donohue
Director: Earle Drake
Director: Bernard McGinley
Jr. Past Commandant: Bob Spano

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment
Committee Chairmen
Adopt-A-Highway: Dave Brimble
Americanism: William Lessig
Auxiliary Liaison: Anthony Fusto
Awards: Bob Spano
Ceremonies & Color Guard: George Van Dusen
Ceremonies Assistant: John J. V. Cook
Flag Collection - Barry Reese
Historian: John J. V. Cook
Home Association & Meetings: Tom Kerrigan
Legislative: Bernie McGinley
Locker Box: Tom Lynch
Marksmanship: Mike Bodle
Newsletter (Scuttlebutt): Sandi Mauer
Property: Dave Brimble
Public Relations: Steve Neri
Scholarships: Dave Williams
Scouting: John Gingras
Toys-For-Tots: Dan Luty
Uniforms: Tom Bishop
VAVS: Robert Matthews
Young Marines Chairman: Bob Stanton

General & Healthcare Benefits
VA Hotline
800-827-1000
Veterans’ Healthcare
800-222-8387
Education
888-442-4511
Grave Markers
800-697-6947
Life Insurance
800-669-8477
Website
www.va.gov

THE SAGA OF THE “WILLIE D”
The morning of the 14 November 1943 dawned
with a moderate sea and pleasant weather. The
Iowa and her escorts were just east of Bermuda,
and the President and his guests wanted to see
how a big ship could defend herself against an air
attack. So, Iowa launched a number of weather
balloons to use as anti-aircraft targets. It was
exciting to see more than 100 guns shooting at
balloons, and the President was proud of his Navy.
Just as proud was Admiral Ernest J. King, the Chief
Of Naval Operations; large in size and by
demeanor, a true monarch of the sea. Disagreeing
with him meant the end of a naval career. Up to
this time, no one knew what firing a torpedo at him
would mean. Over on the Willie D, Captain Walter
watched the fireworks display with admiration and
envy.
Thinking about career redemption and
breaking the hard luck spell, the Captain sent his
impatient crew to battle stations. They began to
shoot down the balloons the Iowa had missed as
they drifted into Porter’s vicinity.
Down on the torpedo mounts, the crew watched,
waiting to take some practice shots of their own on
the big battleship, which, even though 6,000 yards
away, seemed to blot out the horizon. Lawton
Dawson and Tony Fazio were among those
responsible for the torpedoes. Part of their job
involved ensuring that the primers were installed
during actual combat and removed during practice.
Once a primer was installed, on a command to fire,
it would explode, shooting the torpedo out of its
tube.

racing around shouting conflicting instructions and
attempting to warn the flagship of imminent danger.
First, there was a flashing light warning about the
torpedo which unfortunately it was headed in another
direction. Next, the Porter signaled that it was going
reverse at full speed! Finally, they decided to break
the strictly enforced radio silence. The radio operator
on the destroyer transmitted “Lion (code for the Iowa)
Lion, come right”.
The Iowa operator, more
concerned about radio procedure, requested the
offending station identify itself first. Finally, the
message was received and the Iowa began turning to
avoid the speeding torpedo.
Meanwhile, on the Iowa’s bridge, word of the torpedo
firing had reached FDR, who asked that his
wheelchair be moved to the railing so he could see
better what was coming his was…His loyal Secret
Service guard immediately drew his pistol as if he
was going to shoot the torpedo. As the Iowa began
evasive maneuvers, all her guns were trained on the
Willie D. There was now some thought that the
Porter was part of an assassination plot. Within
moments of the warning, there was a tremendous
explosion just behind the battleship. The torpedo had
been detonated by the wash kicked up by the
battleship’s increased speed. The crisis was over and
so was Captain Wilfred Walter’s career!
To be continued….

Based on “Amusing Naval History” by Kit Bonner
…..John J.V. Cook
Published with his consent.

Dawson on this particular morning unfortunately
had forgotten to remove the primer from torpedo
tube #3. Up on the bridge, a new torpedo officer,
unaware of the danger, ordered a simulated firing.
Fire 1, Fire 2, and finally, Fire 3. There was no Fire
4 as the sequence was interrupted by an
unmistakable Whoooooshhhing sound by a
successfully launched armed torpedo.
Lt. H. Stewart Lewis, who witnessed the entire
event, later described the next few minutes as what
hell would look like if it ever broke loose.
Just after he saw the torpedo hit the water an on its
way to the Iowa and some prominent figures in
would history, Lewis innocently asked the Captain,
“Did you give permission to fire a torpedo?”
Captain Walter’s reply will not ring down through
naval history….although words to the effect of
Farragut’s immortal “Damn the torpedoes” figured
centrally within. Initially there was some reluctance
to admit what had happened, or even warn the
Iowa. As the awful reality sunk in, people began

2006 Detachment Pistol Team: (l-r) Bob Spano, Jerry
Zell, Paul Drinkard, Frank Greiser, Earle Drake and the
Captain of the Team, Mike Bodle.
Despite the rain & cloudy, cool weather
the team shot at the target and destroyed it!

"

# $% &' ()
- '
&*

! ,
01
04
05
08
10
15
22
25
29

-

- %($ 1(

$20

3 $ 2 4* $ 0) 5

+

rd

Wagon Sales-Acme Granite Run-0900-1430
th
4 of July Parade-Casey’s Newtown Square0900- March to Broomall fire Company-Wagon
Sales
General Meeting-K of C-1930
Wagon Sales- Acme- Clifton Hgts.-0900-1430
Coatesville Bingo Party-Meet at K of C –1830
Wagon Sales-Acme-Paoli-0900-1430
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Upper Darby Detachment #884 MCL, 3
Tuesday of the month at 2000, 1026 Providence
Rd. Secane, Pa. 19018

Veterans of Foreign Wars: Broomall Post #
7390, Meetings the second Thursday of the
month at 1930. Meetings are held at the Marple
Twp. Municipal Building., Sproul & Springfield
Roads, Broomall, PA.
Knights Of Columbus: Mater Dei Council #
4129, 327 N. Newtown Street Rd., Newtown
Square, PA. Meetings the first Thursday of the
month at 2000.

0

OTHER VETERANS’ & FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS’
MEETING SCHEDULES
Regular Events
AmVets: Harold P. Saks Post # 118, 211 N. Morton
Ave., Morton, PA 19070. Meetings the first Wednesday
of every month at 2000.
American Legion: Broomall Post # 805,
2340 West Chester Pike, Broomall, PA. Meetings the
second Wednesday of every month, at 1930.
American Legion Nunan-SlookPost # 338, Meets
the second Tuesday at 7:30 PM of every month at the
corner of Ralston & Graslynn Avenue’s, Havertown,
PA.
Disabled American Veterans, Delaware County
Chapter 113, meets the second Monday of the month
at 8 PM. Meetings are held at the Nunan-Slook
American Legion Post # 338. The Post is located at
the corner of Ralston & Graslynn Avenues in
Havertown, PA.
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 67, 2nd
Thursday every month-1930-Catholic War Veterans
Post 731, 920 West Chester Pike, Havertown, PA.
Delaware County Detachment, Third Sunday of the
month: Breakfast: 0800-1130, $5.00/person. Delaware
County Detachment at detachment home, Upland, PA.
Every Month except: June-July-August.
M.O.D.D. “Devil Dogs” Triboro Pound # 19, Pack of
Penna., Growls (meetings) are the second
Wednesday of the month at 1930. Growls are held at
the Herbert W. Best Post # 928, VFW. Located at
MacDade Blvd & Kendron Avenue, Folsom, PA.

It Happened This Month
In Marine Corps History
•
•
•
•

th

4 – 1800-Marine Band at Tun Tavern,
Philadelphia in first public Appearance
th
7 - 1941-The first marine Aircraft Wing
was commissioned at Quantico
th
11 -1798-US Marine Corps was reestablished by act of congress
succeeding The Continental Marines
20- 1950- An organized Marine Corps
Reserve mobilized for duty in Korea

This is an abstract from the original document.
Congress has finally done something good for our
men and women fighting the Global War on
Terrorism…
“Vets Housing and Benefits Bill Becomes Law: Senate
Committee on Veterans'Affairs - June 16, 2006
Washington, DC - Legislation to help service members
and veterans with their housing and other benefit needs
was signed into law Thursday, June 15 by President
Bush.
"Provisions of this legislation will help improve the lives of
service members returning from the Global War on
Terrorism, especially those who have severe disabilities."
Among its many provisions is one which authorizes VA to
make grants available to assist with housing adaptations
at a family member'
s home in which a severely disabled
service member is temporarily residing.
The grants range from between $2,000 and $14,000.
"Until today, severely disabled veterans had to own their
own homes to qualify for adapted housing grant
assistance from VA. But that doesn'
t make sense for
many young men and women, some of whom may live
with their parents after sustaining life-altering injuries. We
have made an important change in the law," Craig said.
The legislation will also allow service members, those
who have been legally determined to be totally disabled
at the time of their separation from the military, to have
up to two years from their separation date to apply for
premium-free Service members' Group Life Insurance
coverage. More importantly, the legislation will enable
them to convert their coverage to Veterans'Group Life
Insurance, or an individual plan or policy, during the
same two-year period.
"Taking advantage of the conversion option is especially
critical for totally disabled service members who,
because of their disabilities, may not be insurable at
competitive commercial rates after military service," Craig
said.
The bill includes language crafted by Craig'
s Idaho
colleague, U.S. Representative Mike Simpson (R-ID), to
help veterans gain employment.
The Veterans'Housing Opportunity and Benefits Act of
2006 reflects a compromise agreement reached between
House and Senate Committees on Veterans'Affairs on a
host of veterans'benefits provisions cleared by either
body of Congress during the first session of the 109th
Congress. It received overwhelming bipartisan support,
and the Idaho Republican was lavish in his praise of his
colleagues.”

Greetings from the Delaware County
Young Marines!
This past month we were
honored to pay tribute to
those who gave the
ultimate
sacrifice
by
placing flags on the
Veterans' graves
at
Glenwood
Cemetery,
participating in Marple'
s
Memorial Day
Remembrance Parade and helping with the
crosses at the Folsom VFW.
We'
re going on a Unit Camp-Out at Ridley Creek
State Park the weekend of 23/24/25 June. I'
m sure
LCpl Klawansky and Spec Taylor have a fun-filled,
intense weekend planned out for us. Feel free to
stop by the Group Camp area and see us in action.
We look forward to seeing all of you at MarpleNewtown'
s 4th of July parade. Thanks for your
continued support! It'
s greatly appreciated.
Semper Fi

Membership

As you may or may not know all the Marine
Corps Leagues’ dues are due on different dates.
When you receive notice that your dues are due,
please don’t lay them aside. Please mail them in
as soon as possible. This will save a lot of work
for the paymaster and the membership chairman.
Paying your dues promptly, will save time and
money by cutting down on phone calls and
mailing out a lot of letters.

Submitted by Dave Brimble

The Knights of Columbus
has a dumpster for the
collection of newspapers
that they are using as a
fund raiser.
Why not help them out
by bringing your old newspapers to the next
meeting??? You could also put them in the
dumpster anytime during the month.
This has been requested by Tom Kerrigan.
Submitted by Dave Brimble
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SICK CALL

Help support our
newsletter and
become a
member of the
Booster Club!
With the recent increase in postage and printing
costs, we encourage your continued support. Any
monetary contribution helps offset the cost of
publication and mailing.
We wish to thank our current boosters. With their
assistance, we are able to continue our awardwinning newsletter!
!
7-Joe Direso, June & Ben Cope, Dan Fitzpatrick and
Carol & Tony Coladonato, Pat & Joe Mensack,
Ben Sides, Florence & Bob Spano and Elena & Jim
Alleva

•
•
•
•

Frank Di’Bonaventuro is still in the
Veterans Home in Spring City.
Tony Medaglia is out of the hospital
recuperating at home.
Don Walz still recuperating from his
stroke at home.
Matt Balfrey not feeling well would
enjoy hearing from members.

Please call or visit any of the above people as
they would enjoy hearing from us.
Please remember to notify Chaplain Chris Bush
(610.353.5569) of an illness, or of a member or family
member passing away.

Thank you boosters!
Paymaster
If you are interested in being a “Scuttlebutt”
Booster, please see Ben Sides.

Birthday Greetings
for July
“America is another name for opportunity.
Our whole history appears like a last effort of
divine Providence in behalf of the human
race.”
…Ralph Waldo Emerson
“Our greatest weakness lies
in giving up. The most
certain way to succeed is
always to try one more time.”
…Thomas Edison
“Nothing …is unchangeable but the inherent
and unalienable rights of man.”
…Thomas Jefferson
~~~submitted by Steve Neri

The Detachment staff sends best wishes to the
following members who are celebrating a
birthday this month:
Alfred (Bud) Bruce, Jr.
Charles Butler
Louis DiSantis
Jay Joseph, Sr.
James Meehan, Jr.
Robert Miller
James Mulhern
Peter Patrucci
James Ross
Richard Stefankiewicz
Barry Williams
Tom Yannone
Happy Birthday…and many, many more!

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment #741
Marine Corps League
General Meeting Minutes
6 June 2006

still available, and an invitation was extended to
members of American Legion Post #805. He also
provided information on the joint picnic scheduled for
19 August, as well as the golf outing that the Delaware
County Detachment has scheduled.

Commandant: After the annual Scholarship Awards
Dinner, Jim Alleva called the General Meeting to order
at 1935.
The normal opening ceremonies were
conducted, and all officers were present.

Jr. Vice: Jerry Leon expressed his appreciation to
Dave Brimble for his work on the wagon and trailer.
He also expressed the need to have younger members
to get involved with the ticket sales for the junior troop
handler wagon. It is also time to begin selling ads for
the Marine Corps Ball program book. Members can
contact Jerry Leon, and he can send the form to them
by e-mail. Jerry Leon also indicated that the June
lottery tickets were 85% sold.

Minutes: Steve Neri made a motion to accept the
minutes of the May meeting as published in the
Scuttlebutt. Joe Mensack seconded the motion, and
the motion passed.
The Commandant recognized a number of guests in
attendance, including retired Admiral Joe Sestak, Jim
Fordyce Sr., Dennis Morsa from the American Legion,
members of the Ladies Auxiliary from the Chester
County Detachment, and our own Ladies Auxiliary.
Past commandants were also recognized.
Scholarship Awards: Scholarship Chairman Wayne
Williams presented scholarship checks to Kristine
Porter (Young Marines), Brandon Bunce, Joseph
Meyer, Wayne Williams Jr., and Brandon Kaufman.
The Ladies Auxiliary President, Evelyn Brimble,
presented two scholarship awards.
These were
presented to Stephanie Bunce (Kerber Family
Scholarship) and to Katrina Phillipp (Auxiliary Award).
Guest Speaker: Commandant Jim Alleva introduced
retired Admiral Joe Sestak, who provided words on the
importance of military service and the wearing the
uniform of the United States of America. Service today
is just as important today as it was years ago.
Officer Reports:
Paymaster: Ben Sides provided the paymaster’s
report. Copies were presented to those in attendance.
Ben Sides expressed his appreciation to Dave Brimble
for his work on getting the trailer and wagon painted
and repaired. It was reported that it is necessary to
increase two line items in our annual budget, due to
going over the budget amounts. Ben Sides made a
motion to increase the detachment expense line item
by $400.00, and Joe Mensack seconded this. The
motion passed. Stan Short made a motion to increase
the detachment registration line item by $30.00, and
this was seconded by George Boyajian. The motion
passed. Stan Short made a motion to accept the
paymaster’s report. This was seconded by George
Boyajian, and the motion passed.
Sr. Vice: Dan Luty reported on the upcoming bus trip
to Harrisburg on 20 June 2006. Additional seats are

Adjutant: Jack Kelly commented on a number of notes
or letters of appreciation the detachment had received,
thanking the detachment for graveside ceremonies
performed. He read a letter from H. William Deweese,
Democratic Leader in Harrisburg, who is looking for
information on all Marines, both active and inactive,
from Pennsylvania for their records to be included in
the National Marine Corps Museum, being constructed
in Quantico, VA.
Jack Kelly also reminded the
membership that the July meeting would be on
Wednesday, 5 July 2006.
Judge Advocate: Rick VanLuvender indicated that
recent By-Laws changes will be reviewed in an
upcoming issue of the Scuttlebutt.
Chaplain: Chris Bush reported that Tony Medaglia
had been released from the hospital, and he indicated
that Matt Balfrey had also been in the hospital recently.
Pennsylvania State Commandant Tom Tanner also
mentioned that two past state commandants had
passed away recently.
Directors: Earle Drake indicated that a rifle team is
being put together. Interested persons should contact
Earle Drake.
Calendar: Jim Alleva reviewed the activities that are
on the calendar for the month of June.
Committee Reports:
Americanism: Bob Matthews reported that he and Bill
Lessig finished up their presentations for the year.
Twenty-five schools had received their presentations
on the American flag in the past school year, and more
than 1,000 students had received their message.
V.A.V.S.: Bob Matthews indicated that the bingo party
for Coatesville was scheduled for 12 June.
Awards: Bob Spano reported that the ceremony for
the Policeman of the Year and Fireman of the Year in
Newtown Square has been re-scheduled for 26 June
2006. This will be at the Newtown Square Township
continued on page 9

Minutes continued from page 8

Building, beginning at 1900. Currently, those receiving
the awards receive a Certificate of Appreciation from
the League. Jim Alleva raised the possibility of
awarding the Distinguished Citizen’s Award to these
recipients in future years. Ben Sides made a motion to
begin awarding next year the Distinguished Citizen’s
Award to the Fireman of the Year and the Policeman
of the Year. George Boyajian seconded the motion
and the motion was passed.
Ceremonies: George VanDusen reported on the
activity over the recent Memorial Day weekend, and he
reviewed the activity coming up in the month of June.
May had been a busy month for the color guard and
honor guard.
Pennsylvania State Commandant:
Tom Tanner
indicated that he had sign-up forms available for
several activities at the state level, for those interested.
He also mentioned the upcoming state convention in
Wilkes-Barre in late June, as well as the National
Convention in August.
Marksmanship: Mike Bodle reported on the pistol
match that had been conducted last week.
Newtown Township Veterans Park/Public Relations:
Steve Neri provided information on the activity
scheduled for the Newtown Square Township Building
on 12 June at 1900 for the Gold Star Mother
ceremony. He also indicated that a brochure was
available for the Veterans Museum in Media, and he
expressed his appreciation to Spencer Goldsborough
and Bill Nolan for their many contributions at the
Museum.
Unfinished Business: None.
New Business:
Dennis Morsa, Commander of American Legion Post
#805, expressed his thanks to all from the League who
participated in the Memorial Day activities along with
the American Legion. He also expressed his thanks to
the Young Marines.
Phil Baglivo Jr. mentioned the American Cancer
Society, and he spoke on behalf of the Lower Merion
Police Department and their activity on 9 July. Steve
Neri made a motion to donate $100.00 to the American
Cancer Society, and Chris Bush seconded this. The
motion was passed.
Tom Tanner made a motion that we make a $50.00
donation to assist an Iraq Was veteran in having
dinner with General Zinni at an upcoming function.
This was seconded by Steve Neri, and the motion
passed.
Steve Neri mentioned that he had become aware of a

new organization, Homes for our Troops, that builds
homes for amputee veterans. This is an organization
that is run by Marine officers, and they are looking for
people in the building trades to assist them. So far,
thirteen homes have been constructed. If additional
information
becomes
available,
Steve
will
communicate it.
Good of the League: Jim Alleva expressed his
appreciation for everyone who assisted in the activities
over the Memorial Day weekend. He also expressed
his appreciation for those who assisted with the
various events for this evening’s special dinner.
George Boyajian made a motion to adjourn the
meeting. Rick VanLuvender seconded the motion, and
the motion passed.
Closing ceremonies were
conducted, and the meeting was adjourned at 2105.
John Kratzinger won the 50/50. 61 members signed
the logbook.
Respectfully submitted
Jack Kelly, Adjutant

REMINDER
This reminder is for those members
with an e-mail address.
If you desire to receive the Scuttlebutt by e-mail, and if
you have not already done so, please send your name
and e-mail address to Jack Kelly, Adjutant, at
jpktgbtg@comcast.net. Advantages of receiving the
newsletter by e-mail include receiving the newsletter
sooner, and in some cases, pictures can be seen in
color. For the detachment, it reduces the cost of printing
the newsletter, and it saves on postal costs.

Guidelines for Submission of Articles & Photos for inclusion
in “Scuttlebutt”
•All submissions must be received by the editor no later than the
15th of the month for the upcoming issue.
•The preferred format for written articles is a computer file (such as
MS Word, or an email). Non-computer files will be considered and
included in Scuttlebutt only if the editor is able to transcribe the
article in a timely matter for publication.
•The preferred format for photos is digital in a high resolution JPG
file (other file formats will also be considered). Traditional photos
may be submitted as well, and will be included only if the editor is
able to scan the photo in a timely matter for publication.
•All submissions must be the original work of the person submitting
the piece. If the submitter is not the author of the work, the
submitter should obtain permission from the author and submit
that as well. No copyrighted materials can be used without
permission from the appropriate parties.
•The editor reserves the right to include or exclude submissions as
necessary according to these guidelines and as space in the
publication dictates.
•Items may be submitted to the editor via email to
sandi@lancasterpa.net
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Next Regular Meeting is:
July 5, 2006 (Wednesday)
1930 hrs.
Knights of Columbus
327 N. Newtown Street Rd.
(Route 252)
Newtown Square, PA

Smedley D. Butler Detachment
P.O. Box 184
Newtown Square, PA 19073-0184

Marine Corps League

