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Commandant’s Message
July 2005
Although July 4th is celebrated as America'
s official
split from Britain'
s rule and the beginning of the
American Revolution, the actual series of events show
that the process took far longer than a single day. The
original resolution was introduced by Richard Henry
Lee of Virginia on June 7, 1776, and called for the
Continental Congress to declare the United States free
from British rule. Three days later a committee headed
by Thomas Jefferson was appointed to prepare an
appropriate writing for the occasion.
The document that we know as the Declaration of
Independence was adopted by Congress on July 4th
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although the resolution that led to the writing of the
Declaration was actually approved two days earlier. All
of this had occurred with some of the delegates to the
Congress not even present; New York, for example, did
not even vote on the resolution until July 9th.
Even more interesting is the fact that not a single
signature was appended to the Declaration on July 4th.
While most of the fifty-six names were in place by early
August, one signer, Thomas McKean, did not actually
sign the Declaration until 1781. Nevertheless, July 4th
was the day singled out to mark the event of the United
States establishing itself as a nation.
Only four American holidays are still celebrated on their
proper calendar days: Halloween, Christmas, New
Year'
s and Independence Day. Of all the secular
holidays, the Fourth of July is the only one whose
celebration date resists change. The feeling about the
sanctity of America'
s Independence day was best
expressed in a quotation from the Virginia Gazette on
July 18th, 1777: "Thus may the 4th of July, that glorious
and ever memorable day, be celebrated through
America, by the sons of freedom, from age to age till
time shall be no more. Amen and Amen."
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So, when we get together on Monday whether it be at
the beach, a barbecue, or fireworks event, let’s
remember why this holiday is so important. We must
remember the thousands of troops that aren’t with us to
celebrate but are standing guard to protect the
freedoms which we so much enjoy.
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July 2005
June Dinner:
Our annual dinner is past and I want to thank all of
those who came. Everyone I talked to toldl me they had
a good time. I want to thank all who pitched in; Bettie
and Bob Bunce, Tom Kerrigan, Dave and Evelyn
Brimble, the Ladies Auxiliary, our Commandant, Joe
Hudson who did a wonderful job as my assistant and
anyone else I have forget to mention.
Membership:
I want to welcome all new members aboard and take
this time to say that our Jr..Vice Earl Drake is doing a
great job signing up new members. Recruitment is our
main goal. Our membership is around one hundred
eighty and going strong. New faces new ideas.
Trips:
By the time we read this our Gettysburg trip will be in
the books, more to follow. We also will be visiting to the
Spirit of Philadelphia on 12 August; it will be daytime
cruise with chow and music. The cruise will be from
1200 to 1400. The cost will be $27.00 per person. The
VFW and the AL are invited to come also.

!
The June Evening PA lottery was a success
again this year. Total collections from ticket
sales was $1990. Total expected revenues from
the lottery is $1000.00.
All Jr Troop Handler sites have been confirmed
through September. We need volunteers to help
with our fund raising. Call me at 610-325-9065 to
sign up!
It'
s hard to believe but it is now time to start
getting ads for our Marine Corps Birthday Ball
Program Book. Don’t wait until September to
remind your past advertisers and supporters. I'
ll
have ad forms at the next General Meeting.
We fell a little short of Boosters last year.
Booster ads are $10.00.
Respectfully submitted,

Junior Vice

Picnic:
Our Picnic will be on 18 September at the same
location next to the Knights. I encourage all to bring
your favorite dish. We had a good time last year so it
can only get better. Again our Detachment welcomes
our buddies from the AL and VFW.
Ball:
Our Ball will be held on 12 November at the Knights of
Columbus; the price will be $35.00 per person which
will include a five-hour open bar of beer, wine and
soda, with mix drinks at a decent cost. There will be
music as always. I will be talking to some prospective
speakers and hope to have one by the next meeting.
PLEASE see John Cook for seating. Thank You!
Please keep in mind that anything my office is involved
in ALWAYS needs members getting involved. The Sr.
Vice cannot do it alone and the success of last year
was mainly due to all who stepped forward to help out
and I thank you!

Welcome Aboard:

John (Jack) McLeod USMC
3301 Green Countrie Dr.
Newtown Square, Pa. 19073
610-356-8839
God Bless & Semper Fi !

At our June 7th Pre-Meeting Spring Dinner, the
Detachment presented 5 (of 6) $500.00 checks to the
pictured individuals by our Scholarship Chairman,
Wayne Williams. Pictured left to right: Lorraine Porter,
Lisa LaRocco, Brandon Bunce, Erica Baiocco, Wayne
Williams, Matthew Waisleben, and Katrina Phillips.
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July 2005
Saturday, May 21st was the first outing for the Jr.
Troop Handler Wagon at Marple Vets Park for
Marple Pride Day.
On the 23rd, Monday evening, Newtown Square
Policeman Gary Sebra was honored as the Police
Officer of the Year.
That Wednesday morning the Detachment Color
Guard was invited to the Beverly Hills School for a
ceremony to honor Sgt. Crawford from Folsom.
Saturday, the 28th, American flags were placed on
the graves of veterans at Glenwood Cemetery.
Our Memorial Day Parade to Glenwood Cemetery,
Marple Memorial Post #805 ceremony and VFW
ceremony at Vets Park were held as usual.
Tuesday, the 31st was our Detachment Staff
meeting.
The following Monday
ceremony at Ridley H.
and the “Band Of
anniversary of D-Day
France.

at 10 AM there was a
S. to honor Dick Winters
Brothers” on this 61st
invasion at Normandy,

Tuesday, June 7th, pre-meeting spring dinner and
general meeting for detachment membership.
On Saturday, the detachment was joined by the
American Legion, VFW, and Boy Scouts for the
annual Flag Retirement ceremony.

The American’s Creed
I believe in the United
States of America as a
government of the
people, by the people,
for the people; whose
just powers are
derived from the consent of the governed; a democracy
in a republic, a sovereign nation of many sovereign
states; a perfect union, one and inseparable;
established upon those principles of freedom, equality,
justice and humanity for which American patriots
sacrificed their lives and fortunes.
I therefore believe it is my duty to my country to love it;
to support its constitution; to obey its laws; to respect
its flag; and to defend it against all enemies.
```````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````
The Creed was written in 1918 by William Tyler Page of
Friendship Heights, Maryland in the course of a
nationwide contest on the subject. Page was a
descendent of President Tyler, and Representative
John Page, who served in the Congress from 1789-97.
William Tyler Page began his government career as a
Congressional page in December of 1881. In 1919, he
was elected Clerk of the House of Representatives,
and held that position until December of 1931. A new
post, Emeritus Minority Clerk, was then created for him,
which he occupied until his death on October 20, 1942.
~~submitted by Steve Neri

Also, our second outing for the wagon was at
Media Towne Fair.
Members cleaned Bishop Hollow Road for AdoptA-Hwy detail on Sunday, the 12th.
Members of the rifle squad, color guard, and bugler
were present in Lansdowne to celebrate Flag Day
with the DAR.
Another flag ceremony dedication was conducted
on Thursday, June 16th at West Chester Pike and
the Blue Route with the Cavallo brothers, John and
Joe.
Friday was the detachment bus trip to Gettysburg.
God Bless & Semper Fi,

Cruise on the Spirit of Philadelphia
Friday, August 12th—Cruise is from 12:00 – 2:00.
$27.00 per person includes cruise and chow.
Please contact Jim Alleva at 610-378-3455 ASAP
as he needs to give them a head count.
You can meet at the K of C at 10:30 if you want to
carpool. You need to be ready to board at 11:30.
If you are driving yourself, the ship leaves from
Columbus Boulevard and Lombard Circle.
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4th of July Parade – MAB paints, Newt Sq – 1000
Report time – 0930 – old CHI, Malin Road - Trailer
ride
General Membership Meeting - K of C - 1930
Cobbs Creek Club House flag raising & plaque
dedication to all veterans – 1100
Acme, Clifton Hts – Jr. Troop Handler – Wagon
ticket sales
Col. Waterhouse trip? – carpool?
Coatesville Veterans Hospital – bingo
Acme, Paoli – Jr. Troop Handler – Wagon ticket
sales
Acme, Broomall – Jr. Troop Handler – Wagon ticket
sales
Staff Meeting – Marple Memorial Post #805 – 1930
Pathmark, Glenolden - Jr. Troop Handler – Wagon
ticket sales
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Veterans of Foreign Wars: Broomall Post # 7390
Meetings the second Thursday of the month at
1930. Meetings are held at the Marple Twp.
Municipal
Building., Sproul & Springfield Roads, Broomall,
PA.
Knights Of Columbus: Mater Dei Council # 4129
327 N. Newtown Street Rd., Newtown Square, PA.
Meetings the first Thursday of the month at 2000.

'

OTHER VETERANS’ & FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS’
MEETING SCHEDULES
Regular Events
AmVets: Harold P. Saks Post # 118
211 N. Morton Ave., Morton, PA 19070
Meetings the first Wednesday of every month at 2000.
American Legion: Broomall Post # 805
2340 West Chester Pike, Broomall, PA
Meetings the second Wednesday of every month, at
1930.
Disabled American Veterans: Delaware County
Chapter # 113
Meetings are held at the AmVets Post in Morton, PA
on the second Monday of every month at 2000.
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 67,
2nd Thursday every month-1930-Catholic War
Veterans Post 731, 920 West Chester Pike,
Havertown, PA.
Delaware County Detachment
Third Sunday of the month: Breakfast: 0800-1130,
$5.00/person. Delaware County Detachment at
detachment home, Upland, PA. Every Month except:
June-July-August.
M.O.D.D. “Devil Dogs” Triboro Pound # 19, Pack of
Penna.
Growls (meetings) are the second Wednesday of the
month at 1930. Growls are held at the Herbert W. Best
Post # 928, VFW. Located at MacDade Blvd &
Kendron Avenue, Folsom, PA.

Birthday Greetings
for July
The Detachment staff sends best wishes to the
following members who are celebrating a
birthday this month:
Alfred D. Bruce
John W. Francis
James S. Howley
Jay L. Joseph, Jr.
Thomas A. Kerrigan, Jr.
James J. Meehan
James R. Mulhern
Peter E. Patrucci
James D. Ross
Richard S. Stefankiewicz
Barry L. Williams
Louis I. DiSantis
Thomas Yannone
Ronald E. Miller
Richard VanLuvender
Happy Birthday…and many, many more!
If your birthday was not listed, please contact the
Adjutant, so we may correct for records. Thank you.
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Quotes in History
On tour to visit troops overseas during WWII,
President Franklin Roosevelt’s wife, Eleanor,
st
visited the 1 Marine Division in Australia and
described the area as “covered with beer
bottles, Marines in their underwear, unshaven
and grubby looking, and after a couple of beer
bottles rolled into the street near her, she yelled
about a “bunch of uncivilized animals” and
st
would see that the 1 Division would never see
a civilized port again.
When asked about Marines after WWII in 1945,
Eleanor Roosevelt is quoted as saying, “The
Marines I have seen have the cleanest bodies,
the filthiest minds, the highest morale, and the
lowest morals of any group of animals I have
seen. Thank God for the United States Marine
Corps”.
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Help support our
newsletter and become a
member of the Booster Club!
Your $10.00 contribution helps
offset the cost of publication and postage.
We wish to thank our current boosters. With their
assistance, we are able to continue our award-winning
newsletter!
3//
Dottie and Craig Allen, Elena and Jim Alleva, Gladys
and Ed Bailey, John Burfett, Paul Donohue, Carol and
Paul Lutton, Joe Mealey, Pat and Joe Mensack,
Florence and Bob Spano, Carol and Tom Yannone
Thank you boosters!

J.J.V. Cook

If you are interested in being a “Scuttlebutt” Booster,
please see Harry Kaufman.

SICK CALL

Guidelines for Submission of Articles & Photos for inclusion
in “Scuttlebutt”

Members:
Bud Bruce,
Frank DiBonaventuro
Bob Matthews

Friends & Family Of
Detachment:
Jim Beck,
Lee Davis
Jim McGuigan

Please keep these members and family
members in your prayers and make an effort
to contact them and let them know you care.
Please remember to notify Chaplaitn Chris Bush
(610.353.5569) of an illness, or of a member or
family member passing away.

•All submissions must be received by the editor no later than the
15th of the month for the upcoming issue.
•The preferred format for written articles is a computer file (such as
MS Word, or an email). Non-computer files will be considered and
included in Scuttlebutt only if the editor is able to transcribe the
article in a timely matter for publication.
•The preferred format for photos is digital in a high resolution JPG
file (other file formats will also be considered). Traditional photos
may be submitted as well, and will be included only if the editor is
able to scan the photo in a timely matter for publication.
•All submissions must be the original work of the person submitting
the piece. If the submitter is not the author of the work, the
submitter should obtain permission from the author and submit
that as well. No copyrighted materials can be used without
permission from the appropriate parties.
•The editor reserves the right to include or exclude submissions as
necessary according to these guidelines and as space in the
publication dictates.
•Items may be submitted to the editor via email to
sandi@lancasterpa.net

This Life

As an individual who raps his head into a catacomb of
Unrealistic people who are lost in the web of society
That is faltering to the extent of oblivion; where
Respect for man or woman become a lost sense of
morality,
Where young ones; become an obsession lost to their
dear
Ones; where individuals cater to their own desires
Disrespectful of others.
(1971)

To The Lonely

Characterize your life’s ebbing tide creeping upon you
like
The waters that erode the sands with no meaning or
direction.
Give strength to your mind. Hope for yourself. Build your
Ego. Life’s pleasantries are many. Be big amongst men.
Life as Short as it may be
can be eventful even with all its disparagements.
So, I say to you lonely, seek not from others your short
Comings but lift your head high and move with an air of
confidence.
(1971)

Spring

Ah! How douse thou grow
As the first crocus nods its weak head to the heavens
And gives signs that spring is here
How the birds come into light
From their winter sanctuaries and sing a spring melody
The animal kingdom out of hibernation from the long
winter
Seeking the Food of Gods
Giving off the good earth
Young and old alike breathe the sweet air of spring
As lovers stroll through the arch of love
Another spring another year.
(1972)
~~~written by George Boyajian

REMINDER

Anyone who submits pictures for the
History book should list the date and the
names of people for identification as well
as any other pertinent information. Thank
you for your help.

TAKE DOWN A PEG
The metaphorical action of taking someone down a
peg is to lower their self-esteem. The expression
is generally applied to the conceited and
pretentious whose pumped-up egos need
deflating. The term originated in the English Navy
where a ship’s colors were raised and lowered by
pegs; the higher the colors, the greater the honor,
which was diminished if the colors were lowered by
being “taken down a peg”.
TOP BRASS
In any organization today the “top brass” are the
most senior officers or executives. In the British
armed forces at the end of the nineteenth century
the term applied to the highest ranking generals
and admirals, the brims of whose caps bore gold
oak leaves. They became known as “brass hats”
as well as the “top brass”, but it is this last meaning
which has been taken up in other walks of life by
the beginning of WWII.
GO BALLISTIC
In modern warfare “ballistic” missiles are largely
unguided. Once launched and directed through
the initial stage of its flight, a ballistic missile flies
under its own power and falls freely towards its
target. By analogy a person who goes “ballistic”
loses control and explodes in a violent, usually
vociferous, rage.
Based on “Swinging the Lead & Spiking his Guns—
Castle Books
John J. V. Cook

NATIONAL SECURITY
The nation is at war and, consequently, security at
the inauguration and related events in January
2005 was high. So high, in fact, that if you had
th
carefully looked at the photos of the 8 and I
Marines in the Presidential Inaugural Parade, you
would have seen that there were no bolts in the M1
rifles of the marching units and color guard.
The rifles are not cleared with the bolts locked in
the rear of the receivers: they are missing. The
operating rod is forward and the follower is
exposed.
According to Public Affairs Office, Marine Barracks,
Washington, D.C., the bolts were removed for
security purposes by order of the Secret Service.
~~~submitted by John Cook

Gen. Smedley D. Butler Det #741
Marine Corps League
General Meeting
Minutes
th
June 7 , 2005
Commandant: called meeting to order after Spring
Dinner at 1940, appropriate ceremonies held.
Adjutant: held roll call, all present, Paymaster excused.

can see me after the meeting if you want to. Cost
is $27.00 per person, American Legion and VFW
invited.
Gettysburg: Our trip will leave on 17 June; we
need to be at the Knights parking lot by 07:30 so
we can depart by 0800. I have a list of the places
we will be visiting with me, you may see me after
the meeting for a breakdown. As far as I know we
can still fit two more people, please see Dave
Brimble if interested. We should be back home
around 2000.

New Member’s: John McLeod was sworn in as new
regular member, sponsored by Earl Drake and Steve
Neri. Also sworn in as a regular member Anthony
Nastri.

Jr. Vice Report:

Motion to accept minutes of previous meeting made by
Joe Mensack, seconded by Stan Short motion
accepted.

PA Evening June Lottery tickets are all in the
hands of MCL members. All monies still
outstanding should be turned in tonight.

Adjutant: read detachment correspondence

Following are the winners from June 1 – June 6:
Bill Kaufman, Bernie McGinley, Mel DelGrippo,
Wayne Williams, Marino DeFrancesco, P.
McGinley. Checks will be issued by Paymaster
Harry Kaufman and will be sent out within a week
of your winning number being drawn.

Paymaster Report: Commandant read a detailed report
for the Paymaster; copies were available. Motion to
accept report by Earle Drake, seconded by Joe
Mensack, motion passed.
Chaplain’s Report: Chris reported that Bob Matthews is
will be going in the hospital for surgery, and Lee Davis
from Delco Detachment is in the hospital.
Sr. Vice Report:
June Dinner: I want to thank all members and guest
who came tonight and share dinner with us. I hope
everything went well. I also want to thank all who has
helped in putting this together, Joe Hudson, tom
Kerrigan, Dave & Evelyn Brimble, our Commandant,
our servers and anyone else who has helped.
Membership: We are at approx. 180 members and
going strong. Recruitment is going fine. Please keep up
the good work. I encourage our new members to get
uniforms and participate in our many functions we are
committed to every year. Our locker box carries many
items to help you put your uniform together.
Spirit of Philadelphia: We have a cruise planned for
th
August 12 , a Friday, we will meet at the Knights and
car pool down to the ship which is located at Columbus
Blvd. and Lombard Cir. We need to board at 11:30 to
make the departure time of 12:00. Food will be included
as live music. We will sail from 12:00 to 14:00 on the
Delaware River. I need to know ASAP if you are
interested so I can give them a head count by no later
than 13 July. The ship can handle wheel chairs and
scooters. I have additional information with me and you

Picnic: 9-18-05 at 1300 here at Knights.

The Jr. Troop Handler wagon has been out for its
first outing at Marple Pride Day. Volunteers were
Bob Spano, George Boyajian, Steve Neri, Harry
Kaufman, Chris Bush, Gerry Powlus, Bob Bunce,
Joe Hudson, Tony Coladonato, Tom Lynch, John
Burfett, Bill Nolan, Lou DiSantis, Paul Donohue,
Bernie McGinley, Tom McGovern and Pete
Patrucci. I want to commend everyone who
participated in our sales effort. George Boyagian
never stopped selling. He was terrific! There will
be some additional cost during the year after we
have replaced Marine Corps flags, a new card
table, music, and repairs to our signs.
All sites up to and including September have
been confirmed. There are 7 unconfirmed sites
and 3 confirmed sites after September.
Zubair Kahn of the Media Business Activities
Association has given us a free site at the Media
Towne Fair again. Our location at the Fair is in
front of Doubet Jewelers, directly across from the
armory on State street, Media. Thank you Zubair.
We can use two additional volunteers for the
th
afternoon of the Fair, June 11 , 2005. Report
time is 0900. We secure at 1600.
The Detachment presented the MCL, Department
of PA a check in the amount of $300.00 for its
Youth & Veteran’s raffle.

Judge Advocate: No Report
Sgt.-at-Arms: No Report
Service Officer: No Report
Director Bishop: No Report
Director Donohue: No Report
Director VanLuvender: No Report
Jr. Past Commandant: Thanked the detachment’s
Color Guard & Rifle Squad and members who
attended the D Day ceremony hosted by Jack Cruice
and Ridley Township High School. Jack said our
presents and assistance was deeply appreciated.

VAVS: Bob reported that there is a need for the onedollar canteen books and that the Chester County
detachment will supply them this month.
State Commandant: Tom Tanner spoke about the
Veterans Forums that are being held around the State
of Pennsylvania.
Unfinished Business:
Commander Dennis Morsa of American Legion Post
805 thanked the officers and members for our
assistance and participation in all of the Memorial Day
activities.
New Business:

Adopt-a-Highway: Next cleanup is 6-12-05 at 0900

George Boyajian reported on a Flag dedication on July
th
6 at the Cobbs Creek Golf Course Club House. This
is a new Flag Pole & Flag erected as a Memorial to all
Veterans. Our detachment was asked to assist in this
ceremony.

Americanism: Bill & Bob were at 5 schools in May. Bill
spoke about up coming Flag Retirement ceremony on
th
the 11 of June. Both he and the Commandant called
for volunteers and a strong turnout from the
membership.

Dan Luty stated that there would be a formal burial
ceremony for Earl “Gunner “ Bell at Arlington National
th
Cemetery on July 7 , 2005. Dan also, reminded
everyone of the Delco Det. Golf outing and the AmVets
Horseshoe Tournament.

Auxiliary Liaison: No Report

Bob Stanton gave us an update on Major Froelich.

Ceremonies: George reported that we have attended
130 funerals thus far this year. He also reported on all
the other ceremonies this past month, such as
Memorial Day, D Day, and the upcoming Flag Day
ceremonies.

Good of the League:

Committee Reports:

Historian: No Report
Home Association: No Report
Locker Box: No Report
Marksmanship:
applications for
Drake reported
members at the
shot fairly well.

Tom Kerrigan stated that he had
the Rifle Match in September. Earle
on the Pistol Match, there were 6
match and they had a great time and

Membership: No Report
Scholarship: Six of seven of our scholarships were
awarded this evening at the dinner.
Uniform: No Report
Toys-for-Tots: No Report

Jim Sandusky announced a new program to support
our troops called
“Operation Uplink.” This is about getting free phone
cards for the troops, call the Adjutant he has the info.
Director VanLuvender made a motion to adjourn,
seconded by Earle Drake, motion passed.
Closing ceremonies were held & meeting adjourned at
2050.
John Cook won the 50/50
63 members signed the logbook.
Respectfully submitted,
Stephen D. Neri
Adjutant

Memorial Day Parade Banner – Jim Gallagher
(American Legion) & Wayne Williams (Marine
Corps League)

Memorial Day Parade Color Guard –from
left– Rick VanLuvender, Jim Alleva, Bernie
McGinley, Joe Conigliaro and Ben Sides

Detachment trailer with members of MNCVA
(Marple Newtown Combined Veterans Alliance)

Flag Dedication at the Blue
Route & West Chester Pike
– with part of Detachment
Color Guard.

Marine Corps League

Smedley D. Butler Detachment
P.O. Box 184
Newtown Square, PA 19073-0184
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