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Sandra Mauer, editor

Commandant’s Message
July 2003
INDEPENDENCE DAY
July 4, 1776 is the momentous American date when
John Hancock, the President of the Continental
Congress, signed the Declaration of Independence.
This declaration of sovereignty was a result of many
preceding incidences including the Boston Massacre,
Townsend Acts, Boston Tea Party, and Battles of
Lexington, Concord, and Bunker Hill between the
British and the independent minded Americans.
In the beginning of 1776, Thomas Paine wrote a
pamphlet entitled Common Sense encouraging the
independence movement. On April 12, North Carolina
became the first state to instruct its delegates to move
towards independence. Other colonies followed suit,
helped by the strong encouragement of patriots like
James Madison and Patrick Henry. In June, Richard
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Lee of Virginia
offered a resolution to
dissolve the political
connection with Great
Britain but it faced
opposition still.
Nevertheless, the
Continental Congress
selected a committee
to draft a declaration of
independence to
support Lee’s resolution.
The committee
consisted of John
Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson and
Roger Sherman.
When the Continental Congress resumed sessions on
July 1st, the Declaration of Independence was
complete and a test vote was taken. Nine colonies
were in favor of the resolution. On July 2, the official
Independence vote was taken and twelve colonies
supported the notion with New York abstaining. The
Declaration of Independence, as written by Jefferson,
was approved by Congress on July 4th, 1776. On that
same day, it was printed and signed by John Hancock,
the President of the Continental Congress, and Charles
Thomson, secretary. A few days later, New York cast
its vote in favor of the resolution thus making the
independence movement unanimous among the
thirteen colonies.
On August 2, the Declaration of Independence was
signed by Congress with all but seven delegates
signing the document. The remaining seven delegates
did eventually sign the document too.
Semper Fi,

Stephen D. Neri
Commandant
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Jr. Vice Report

Sr. Vice Report

Well our daily lottery is
running and I would like to
thank everyone that
participated in this
fundraiser. Also, I would
especially like to say thank
you to the top five ticket
sellers. They were Ray
Green, Dan Luty, Harry
Kaufman, Bob Stanton and
Steve Neri.
The first outing for the Jr. Troop Handler Wagon will
be on Saturday, June 28th, 0900, at the Acme Market
in Newtown S quare. The wagon will be in the 4th of
July Parade in Marple-Newtown as it is every year. I
will have a printed schedule available at the next
general meeting.
Please see me or
call me for copies.
We will have the
wagon out for
twenty-three (23)
Saturdays. Also,
we will be at the
Hero Scholarship
Flea Market, the
Franklin Mint
Antique Auto Show
and a few other special events on Sundays. If we all
pull together on this project we can beat last year’s
record which will ensure success for all of the worthy
programs of this great detachment.

I am organizing a group Phillies’ game on Thursday,
th
July 30 . All those interested in attending, please
contact me. Due to limited interest I plan on inviting
members of other veteran's groups we work with;
American Legion, VFW, DAV. I am also working on
scheduling a group tour of the Boeing Plant where
they will be building the V-22 Osprey in Delaware
County.
I will have the arrangements finalized for the guest
speaker for the Marine Corps Birthday Ball by the
Next General Meeting.

Rick Van Luvender

Semper fi,
Jim Alleva

Quotes In History
"Remember, whatever you write, this was no retreat.
All that happened was that we found more Chinese
behind us than in front of us, so we about-faced and
attacked."
Chesty Puller, USMC, speaking to reporters after the
battle out of the Chosen Reservoir, Korean War.
submitted by Mike Horne
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COMMANDANT’S REPORT

Sad
Tidings

June 3rd, 2003

Well, here we are at our Spring Pre-Meeting Dinner
again, and handing out our annual Scholarships. We
are able to award six-$ 500.00 scholarships every
year due to the efforts of many of our members on
the fund raising projects, such as, the Daily Lottery
chances, the Jr. Troop Handler wagon chances, and
the Program Ad Book. These fundraisers are the
basis of our financial success and enable us to
conduct the many programs that our detachment has
and, also, to contribute to the many worthy charities
that we support. So please remember, when you are
asked to help, that your efforts are ensuring the
success of so many important projects.

It is my sad duty
to report that our
detachment
has had another
member report f
for his final
muster.

Rudolph H. Musetti
Rudy was a regular MARINE and the son-in-law
of Frank & Mary DiBonaventuro he was awarded
the League’s highest medal for life saving and
was written up twice in Readers Digest.

Once again May has been a very busy month for our
detachment. It started with the National Day of
Prayer, student and teacher awards at Stella Maris
School, putting flags on the graves at Glenwood
Cemetery, honor services at Arlington Cemetery,
Memorial services at the Legion Post, Veterans Park,
and an Open House at Gen. Butler’s home, and our
Color Guard at a special ceremony for the Governor.

Gone but not forgotten.

The annual Flag Retirement ceremony is scheduled
for Flag Day, June 14th at 1000 at Veterans Park, on
Lawrence Road, in Broomall, PA. Please plan to
attend. The first outing for the Jr. Troop Handler
wagon, which will be on Saturday, June 28th at 0900
at the Acme in Newtown Square. Our Jr. Vice will be
asking for volunteers to help
with the sale of
chances. The Fourth of July is a Friday and we will
assemble for the parade at the Newtown Square
Shopping Center, on West Chester Pike in front of
Casey’s Restaurant. We will have the big trailer for
those who cannot march.

Our Funeral Honor detail can use some additional
help please contact George VanDusen (610-7896955) I know George would appreciate your help.
Let us all remember to recruit new members
whenever possible. Our Sr. Vice has been trying to
create interest in a number of one-day fun activities
please support
his
efforts
and
enjoy
the
camaraderie.
Semper Fi,

Stephen D. Neri
image source: www.archives.gov
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Looking Ahead
DETACHMENT EVENTS

S P EC I A L E V E N T S

JUNE
24
Staff Officers meeting-1930- AL Post 805
28
Jr. Troop Handler Wagon, Acme Market,
Newtown Sq., PA, 0900 hrs.

JUNE
25-28 Dept. PA MCL - 58th Convention Williamsport, PA.
28
DelCo Det. Seafood Dinner - 6-8pm,
$10.00/person

JULY
01
04

JULY
5

29

General Meeting - K of C - 1930
Fourth of July Parade, meet in front of Casey’s
Restaurant, Newtown Square Shopping
Center, West Chester Pike - 0900
Staff Officers Meeting - 1930 - AL Post 805

12
19
26

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS’ EVENTS

18

O THER V ETERANS ’ & FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS ’
M EETING SCHEDULES

Jr.Troop Handler Wagon ticket sales 0900
Jr.Troop Handler Wagon ticket sales 0900
Jr.Troop Handler Wagon ticket sales 0900
Jr.Troop Handler Wagon ticket sales 0900
Young Marines Graduation Ceremony 1930, at VFW # 928, Folsom, PA

Regular Events
AmVets: Harold P. Saks Post # 118
211 N. Morton Ave., Morton, PA 19070
Meetings the first Wednesday of every month at 2000
American Legion: Broomall Post # 805
2340 W. Chester Pike, Broomall, PA
Meetings the second Wednesday of every month, at 1930
Disabled American Veterans: Delaware County Chapter #
113
Meetings are held at the AmVets Post in Morton, PA on the
second Monday of every month at 2000
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 67,
2nd Thursday every month-1930-Catholic War Veterans
Post 731, 920 West Chester Pk. Havertown, PA.
Delaware County Detachment
Third Sunday of the month: Breakfast: 0800-1130,
$5.00/person. Delaware County Detachment at detachment
home, Upland, PA. Every Month except: June-July-August.
M.O.D.D. “Devil Dogs” Triboro Pound # 19, Pack of Penna.
Growls (meetings) are the second Wednesday of the month
at 1930. Growls are held at the Herbert W. Best Post # 928,
VFW. Located at MacDade Blvd & Kendron Avenue in
Folsom, PA.
Veterans of Foreign Wars: Broomall Post # 7390
Meetings the second Thursday of the month 1930. Meetings
are held at the Marple Twp. Municipal Bldg. Sproul &
Springfield Rds. Broomall, PA
Knights Of Columbus: Mater Dei Council # 4129
327 N. Newtown Street Rd., Newtown Square, PA
Meetings the first Thursday of the month at 2000.
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T H E O F F I C E R S A N D M E M BE R S
OF THE DETACHMENT SAY ,

“Welcome to our new member!”
Stanley J. Samsel USMC
2961 Dorman Avenue
610.35300613
Broomall, PA 19008
email:stanorjan@comcast.net
Please add his name to your membership list.

History of the Marines Hymn
The U.S. Navy, the U.S. Army and the U.S. Air Force all
have their own songs.
U.S. Navy
For the U.S. Navy, “Anchors Aweigh” was written in 1906
by Lt. Charles Zimmerman and midshipman Alfred Miles.
Initially the song was a tribute to the Naval Academy Class
of 1907. Various people revised it, trying to weed out the
nonsense. Another midshipman, Royal Lovell, penned the
final stanza in 1926. “Anchors Aweigh” has a snappy little
tune, but no one knows what the words imply. The original
stanza in 1906 had dealt solely with the game of football.
Even today, the song offers a bittersweet “farewell to
college joys’. The lyrics end by “wishing you a happy
voyage home”. Many musical experts think “Anchors
Aweigh” is a ballad for football players who like sailboats,
but no one really knows for sure.
U.S. Army
The U.S. Army adopted a snazzy tune for “The Caisson
Song”. Unlike the words of the Navy’s
song, the Army’s song makes sense.
According to the words of each stanza,
“The Caisson Song” is clearly a melody for
rural motorists. Edmund Gruber wrote the
original lyrics in the Philippines during
World War I. Naturally, since most of
the fighting was 8,000 miles away in Europe
Gruber made only a passing reference to
warfare. Yet, he was careful to be
“politically correct”. He apparently sought
the help of first grade students in
composing the lyrics. The banal “Hi, Hi, Hee” is a dead
giveaway. No one has a clue as to what it might mean.
Still, at least it rhymes.
U.S. Air Force
The U. S. Air Force did not exist in 1938, but that year
Liberty Magazine sponsored a contest for an official song
for the Army Air Corps. The magazine received 757
entries. A group of Army Air Corps wives (yes, believe it or
not, wives) selected the entry from Robert Crawford, “Off
We Go Into The Wild Blue Yonder”.
After WWII the Army Air Corps evolved into the U.S. Air
Force. This fledgling flying club adopted “Off We Go” as
their official song. It suited the illusionary nature of the new
wild-blue-yonder-wonders with references to “those who
love the vastness of the sky” and the “rainbow’s pot of
gold”. The final stanza speaks of the “gray-haired wonder”,
and admirable gesture of non-discrimination for the new
civilianized Air Force.
These three songs, “Anchors Aweigh”, “The Caisson Song”
and “Off We Go into the Wild Blue Yonder”, are often
played at public events.
They obviously delight the
members and advocates of the affected service: Navy,
Army or Air Force. When their song is played, sailors,
soldiers and zoomies leap to their feet and shout, cheer,
clap their hands and jive with the music. They have a jolly
time, almost like a high school pep rally.
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U.S. Marine Corps
The U. S. Marine Corps is the United States’ military band
of brothers dedicated to war fighting. The proud
brotherhood of Marines is guided by principles, values,
virtues, love of country and it’s warrior culture. This
brotherhood of American patriots has no song. Instead,
Marine warriors have a hymn. When “The Marines’ Hymn”
is played, United States Marines stand at attention. They
silently show their pride in their fellow Marines, their Corps,
their country, their heritage and their hymn. “The Marines’
Hymn” is a tribute to warriors; Marines fought their way into
the castle at Chapultepec and gave us the “Halls of
Montezuma”. Marine warriors stormed fortress Derna,
raised the American flag, and gave us “the shores of
Tripoli”. Marines exist for the purpose of war fighting.
Fighting is their role in life. They “fight for right and
freedom” and “to keep our honor clean”. They fight “in the
air, on land and sea”. The Marine Corps is the Valhalla for
warriors. U.S. Marines need no song. They have a hymn.
Ironically, no one knows who wrote the
hymn, which was in widespread use by
the mid-1800’s. Col. A.S. McLemore,
U.S.M.C., spent several years trying to
identify the origin of the tune. In l878 he
told the leader of the Marine band that
the tune had been adopted from the
comic opera, Genevieve de Brabant, by
Jacques Offenbach. Yet, others believed
the tune originated from a Spanish
folksong. Whatever! Regardless of its
origin, “The Marine Hymn” has remained a revered icon of
the United States Marine Corps for almost 200 years.
In 1929, “The Marines’ Hymn” became the official hymn of
the Corps. Thirteen years later in November 1942, the
Commandant approved a change in the words of the first
verse, fourth line.
Because of the increasing use of aircraft in the Corps, the
words were changed to “In the air, on land and sea”. No
other changes have been made since that time. When you
have attainted absolute perfection, there is no need for
further modification.
Sir Winston Churchill, British Prime Minister, became an
ardent admirer of the U.S. Marine Corps. In company of
guests of state, he often demonstrated his respect for the
Corps by reciting, from memory, all three verses of “The
Marines’ Hymn”.
Excerpt from “Warrior Culture of the U.S. Marines”
Copyright 2002 Marion F. Sturkey
All Rights Reserved
Reprinted with permission
Submitted by John Cook

CONGRATULATIONS
Aaron F. Cubbage a Regular/Life
member of this detachment and a
member of Mater Dei Council
Knights of Columbus has been
elected to the title of State Deputy in
that organization.

Lawrence R. Doyle, Sr. an Associate
Member of our Detachment and a
member of the Herbert W. Best Post,
VFW #928 has just been elected their
new Commander.

All the very best to the both of you!

Independence Day
Friday
July 4, 2003

image source: www.federalreserve.gov

Scuttlebutt 6

S ICK CALL

Birthday Greetings
for July

Please remember the
following members in your
prayers. If you’re able, give
them a call or maybe even a
visit to cheer them up.

Members:
Frank Ambrosini
Larry Hart
Paul Hathaway
Tom Kerrigan
Jack McHenry

The Detachment staff sends best wishes to the
following members who are celebrating a
birthday this month:
Carl Bodek, Alfred D. Bruce, John Francis,
James S. Howley, Jay L. Joseph, Sr.,
Thomas Kerrigan, James J. Meehan,
James R. Mulhern, James T. Nangle, Jr.,
Peter E. Patrucci, Kurt Ramick,
James D. Ross, Richard S. Stefankiewicz,
Barry L. Williams and Louis DiSantis

Spouses:
Deb Kerber

Happy Birthday…and many, many more!

Thank you, and remember to call Chaplain Bush with
news of anyone who is sick or has passed away.
(610.353.5569)

“S CUTTLEBUTT” BOOSTER C LUB

Help support our
newsletter and become
a member of the Booster
Club!

Your $10.00 contribution helps offset the cost of
publication and postage.
We wish to thank our current boosters. With their
assistance, we are able to continue our awardwinning newsletter!
JUNE BOOSTERS
Joe Mealey, Dot & Tom Flack, Barbara & Harry
Kaufman, Loretta & Al Breneke, Bernice & Tom
Kerrigan, Dot & Tom Flack, Mary & Jerry Powlus,
Lloyd Spangler, Jim Sandusky, Betty Bunce, Pat &
Joe Mensack, Dot & Craig Allen, and Rick
VanLuvender.
Thank you boosters!
Semper Fi

Bob Spano
Paymaster
image source: www.cr.nps.gov

If you are interested in being a “Scuttlebutt” Booster,
please see Bob Spano.
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General Smedley D. Butler Detachment Marine Corps
League
3 June 2003
Regular Meeting

Commandant Steve Neri called the meeting to order at 1940.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and the opening
prayer was read.
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: Present were: Commandant
Neri, Sr. Vice VanLuvender (excused), Jr. Vice Alleva,
Adjutant Horne, Paymaster Spano, Acting Judge Advocate
Lister, Chaplain Bush, Sgt-At-Arms Stanton, Service Officer
McGinley, Director Tallmadge, Director Ross, Director
Powlus, Jr. Past Commandant Kaufman.
NEW MEMBERS: A motion was made by Harry Kaufman to
accept Stanley J. Samsel as a regular member. Motion was
seconded by Bob Bunce. Motion passed.

pins for 5-year and 10-year members. He noted that
members can be a booster for the newsletter for $10.00.
Also, life memberships are still being accepted, and payment
plans are available.
CHAPLAIN: Chris Bush announced that the following
members have been sick: Gunny Hart, Frank McNulty, and
Joe Knapp, and also, Frank DiBonaventuro’s son-in-law,
Rudy Musetti, died. Please keep all these individuals in your
prayers.
SGT-AT-ARMS: Bob Stanton - no report.
SERVICE OFFICER: Connie McGinley noted that he has an
application form for combat-related special compensation for
those interested in reading this multi-page report.
DIRECTOR: Walt Tallmadge-no report.
DIRECTOR: Jerry Powlus-no report.

MINUTES: A motion was made by Joe Mensack and
seconded by Bob Stanton to approve the minutes as
published in the Scuttlebutt. Motion passed.

DIRECTOR: Jim Ross – excused absence.
JR. PAST COMMANDANT: Harry Kaufman – no report.

CORRESPONDENCE: Adjutant Mike Horne read letters of
thanks from the families of George McClay and Robert Beal
for honor ceremonies performed for their loved ones. We
have also been asked by the NSDAR to participate in the 8 th
Annual Flag Day Celebration on June 14 at 7:00 PM at the
Lansdowne Borough Greene. Mike also asked for members
who would be interested in being a delegate or an alternate
at the MCL Department Convention being held on June 2628 in Williamsport, PA. He also read a letter from 1st Lt.
Kevin Cleary, USMC, who is stationed in Iraq. Lt. Cleary
gave the members a brief description of the fighting in Iraq.
We received a letter of thanks from the Department of
Veterans Affairs in Coatesville thanking our organization for
sponsoring their bingo party on May 11. A letter was
received from the Beverly Hills Middle School thanking Jim
Alleva for his attendance at their school’s Memorial Day
service.
OFFICER REPORTS:
SR. VICE COMMANDANT: Commandant Neri stated that
Rick VanLuvender is planning an outing to a Phillies game
on July 30. He is also interested in planning other social
functions and asked members to suggest any function that
they would like him to organize. Members were also asked
to try to recruit new members whenever possible.
JR. VICE COMMANDANT: Jim Alleva noted that there was
a small amount of lottery books still left for sale. He will be
making a list of the stores at which members will be selling
chances for the Jr. Troop Handler wagon. He also noted
that the first date for selling chances will be June 28 th at the
Acme in Marple.
JUDGE ADVOCATE: Acting Judge Advocate Jack Lister –
no report.
PAYMASTER: Bob Spano gave a comprehensive budget
report. Copies can be obtained. A motion was made by Bob
Stanton and seconded by Jack Lister to approve the monthly
report. Motion passed. Mike Bodle was presented with his
life membership card. Bob also mentioned that he has MCL
lapel pins available for $4.00, and he also has life member

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Americanism: Bill Lessig reported that five schools were
visited in May, reaching over 400 students. There are three
more schools scheduled for the month of June. Also, Bill
stated that a flag retirement ceremony will be held at
Veterans Park in Broomall on June 14 at 9:30 AM.
Auxiliary Liaison: Tony Fusto asked that all members give
their Acme receipts to Frank Greiser.
Scholarships: Harry Kaufman presented five of the six
detachment scholarship winners their checks. All were
congratulated by those attending.
Ceremonies: George VanDusen reported that there were 18
funerals where honor guard ceremonies were performed for
the month of May, for a total of 121 so far this year. George
also noted that the Color Guard was present at the Curt
Weldon parade and the Media Theater, where Governor
Rendell presented a check for the Delaware County
Veterans Museum. He also noted that several members
were on hand at the open house at the Smedley D. Butler
home in Marple.
Quartermaster (Locker Box): Tom Lynch reported that there
are several new items in inventory, i.e., pocket watches, golf
shirts, etc. He also noted that all back orders should be in by
next meeting.
V.A.V.S.: Bob Matthews announced that the bingo party is
held the second Monday of every month. If attending,
please meet in the K of C parking lot at 6:30.
Young Marines: Bob Stanton stated that the Young Marines
were happy to participate in putting flags on veterans’ graves
at the Glenwood Cemetery on Memorial Day weekend.
Also, the Young Marines’ graduation will be held on July 18
at 1930 at the VFW in Folsom. Members are welcome.
Historian: Ray Green asked any member giving a photo for
the history book to please put a small description of what the
picture depicts on the back of the photo.
continued on page 7
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Minutes continued from page 6

Legislative Chairman: Bernie McGinley reported that the
Supreme Court rejected any claims to hold the government
liable for promises made by recruiters to enlisting personnel
that were not authorized by the government, even though the
Supreme Court felt that the enlisted personnel believed what
the recruiters were telling them. Please see Bernie if
interested in more information on this and other veterans’
legislation.
Marksmanship: Mike Bodle reported that they had over 180
participants at the rifle match and had shooters from as far
away as Maryland and New Jersey.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned
at 21:25.
Respectfully submitted by Mike Horne, Adjutant.

The 50/50 winner was George Curley.
Locker Box certificate winner was Dan Luty.
67 members signed in the log book on 6/3/03.

COMMANDANT’S REPORT: Steve reported that there was
a good public turnout at the Smedley D. Butler open house
and thanked all members who helped give a brief history to
the public about the general. Steve commented that George
VanDusen can always use more help with the funeral detail.
Please see George if interested. Steve noted that the month
of May had been a busy month for our detachment.
Activities included the National Day of Prayer, student and
teacher awards at Stella Maris School, members putting
flags on graves of veterans at Glenwood Cemetery,
performing honor services at Arlington Cemetery,
participating in Memorial services at the Legion’s post and at
Veterans Park in Broomall, and our Color Guard performing
a special ceremony with the Governor at the Media Theater.
Steve also stated that the annual flag retirement ceremony is
scheduled for Flag Day, June 14, at Veterans Park in
Broomall. Also, the first Jr. Troop Handler wagon ticket sales
will start on Saturday, June 28 at 0900 at the Acme in
Newtown Square. Volunteers will be needed to help with the
sale of these chances. Also, the Fourth of July parade will
assemble at the Newtown Square Shopping Center on West
Chester Pike in front of Casey’s Restaurant. The big trailer
will be available for those who cannot march. Steve
commended Sandi Mauer for the fine job she is doing with
our newsletter.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Plans for the Knights of
Columbus building addition are coming along nicely and
construction will begin after all permits are approved
NEW BUSINESS: Motion was made by Bob Spano that we
contribute $50.00 to sponsor a hole for the Knights of
Columbus golf tournament. Motion was seconded by Bernie
McGinley. Motion passed.
image source: www.ellsworth.af.mil

Motion was made by Mike Horne to donate $50.00 to
Century Link America for the Old Glory Tour program.
Motion was seconded by Chris Bush. Motion passed.
Motion was made by Tom Bishop that a collection be taken
at the membership meeting to sponsor a “Coming Home”
celebration for the Reserve Marines out of Folsom. Over
$300.00 was collected at the meeting.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Commandant Neri reported that the
Knights of Columbus newsletter, the “Observer,” was rated
the best in the nation. Also, the Knights will be holding a golf
tournament on June 16 at Gilbertsville Golf Club. Tee time is
9:00 AM.
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Goodnight Chesty,
wherever you are.
Marine Corps League
Smedley D. Butler Detachment
P.O. Box 184
Newtown Square, PA 19073-0184
“I Pledge Allegiance”
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