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Commandant’s Message
January 2004
This will be the last Commandant’s Message I will be
writing for our Newsletter, and I will truly miss doing so
each month.
I’m deeply appreciative of the honor and opportunity
that I have had to serve as Commandant of this great
Detachment.
A simple thank you to my fellow officers for all their
encouragement, support, and efforts to guide and lead
such a fine organization seems hollow, but I know they
will understand how grateful I am for having them as
my staff.
Only someone who has been in this position can
appreciate what it means to have such a dedicated and
I NSIDE THIS I SSUE

devoted group like I have been fortunate enough to
have had. Thank You.
And to you, the general membership, for choosing me
as your Commandant for the past two years, thank you.
I cannot truly express my gratitude for your trust,
support and belief in me to lead our detachment. It has
been one of the most rewarding experiences of my life,
and one that I will truly cherish. For all the warm and
friendly expressions of encouragement and support
and newfound friendships, I again say thanks.
I can tell you without reservation that you have elected
a most qualified Commandant and staff of officers to
lead our detachment. I know they will have the support
of everyone in this detachment.
As we begin a new year, let us all strive to be more
involved in the many worthy programs of our
detachment, and share in the wonderful camaraderie of
such a great organization as this.
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Jr. Vice Report

S ICK CALL

Well it has been a very good year for our fundraising.
It went very well, and to you the members I take my
hat off to you. Because of your hard work we will be
able to continue the many things our great
detachment is involved in.
It was a great pleasure to SERVE all of you. I look
forward to doing so as your SR.VICE next year. All of
you have made me feel so very welcomed. What a
good class of people. Please follow me in wishing our
Past Commandant good luck and to support our new
Commandant and officers so that we may continue to
carry on in the tradition that we do in the detachment.
We still have much work to do and we can only do it,
as one not divided.

Members:
Paul Hathaway
Larry Hart
Anthony Medaglia

Friends & Family Of
Detachment:
Jody Hathaway
Barbara Kaufman

May GOD bless each and every one of you on these
upcoming holidays.
Semper Fi

S AD T IDINGS

Jim Alleva

Our thoughts and
prayers are with the
Adams family in the
loss of Robert T.
Adams, a WWII
Marine and member.

Sr. Vice Report
I would like to close the year by thanking all of the
members that assisted me in my role as Senior Vice.
It has been an honor to serve the detachment this
past year and as I have stated many times before, I
look forward to serving in some capacity for many
years to come. Having said that I would like to pledge
my support to the new slate of elected officers,
please feel free to call on me for any assistance you
may need.

It is also my sad
duty to report that
detachment member,
Raymond J. Lerro,
has also reported for
his final muster. Gone, but not forgotten.
Our thoughts and prayers are also with the
Mensack family for the loss of their eldest son,
Joseph Jr. Our deepest sympathy.

Quotes In History

It is with great sadness that I also report the loss of
another good Marine, Devil Dog and friend. George
Curley, husband of Peg Curley, answered his final
muster on Tuesday, December 9th, 2003. George
will always be remembered for his willingness to
help wether it was for the Devil Dogs or a
Detachment function. He was a life member of
Delaware County Detachment and Pound #19 of
the Devil Dogs.

"Old breed? New breed? There's not a damn bit of
difference so long as it's the Marine breed."

Please keep these members and family members
in your prayers.

As always Semper Fi.

Rick VanLuvender

~~Chesty Puller, USMC
---Submitted by Mike Horne

Please remember to notify Chaplain Chris Bush
(610.353.5569) of an illness, or of a member or
family member passing away.
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COMMANDANT’S REPORT
“S CUTTLEBUTT” BOOSTER C LUB

December, 2003
I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving with
family and friends. Your detachment,
as
always,
remembered those in need and helped to brighten
their holiday.
The detachment was well represented at all of the
Veterans’ Day activities such as the ceremony at
American Legion Post 805, Marple Veterans
Memorial Park, and at the County Veterans’ Day
Parade in Media. Our Color Guard was outstanding
and Dave Brimble & Tom Kerrigan had our Trailer
shined & decorated for the big parade in Media.
Great job guys! Also, the Color Guard & Honor Guard
once again earned accolades on Marine Sunday at
the grave side ceremony for Gen. Butler. The Marine
Corps Ball was a huge success with about 140 in
attendance. The Young Marines were perfect in the
performance of the duties. Our guest speaker made
the comment that he thought it was one of the best
Balls he had been too. Along with the American
Legion 805 & VFW 7390 the detachment sponsored
a TEEN Night at the Gauntlet Community Center
here in Marple-Newtown, which was well attended
and appreciated by the young people of the
community.

Help support our
newsletter and become a
member of the Booster Club!
Your $10.00 contribution helps offset
the cost of publication and postage.
We wish to thank our current boosters. With their
assistance, we are able to continue our award-winning
newsletter!
DECEMBER BOOSTERS
Joe Mealey, Dot & Craig Allen, Rick Van Luvender,
Lois & Jack Francis, Jim Alleva & Jerry Powlus.
Thank you boosters!
Semper Fi

Bob Spano
Paymaster
If you are interested in being a “Scuttlebutt” Booster,
please see Bob Spano.

The Marine Corps Ball Program Ad book turned out
to be another success for the detachment, both in the
number of ads sold and in the finished product. The
other major fund raiser, the “Jr.Troop Handler”
wagon, was once again very successful and the
winning ticket will be drawn tonight.
The Military Funeral Honor Guard continues to serve
all deceased Veterans and receive praise for their
professionalism and deep appreciation from the
families of those who have answered their last
muster.
Leaguers, I’m privileged to report as your
Commandant that our detachment is focused in its
role, ever expanding its membership, financially
sound, and stronger in its morale. We can all be very
proud of our past and look to the future with pride and
anticipation of new achievements.
MAY YOUR HOLIDAYS BE FILLED WITH JOY AND
YOUR NEW YEAR WITH HEALTH & HAPPINESS

Birthday Greetings
for January
The Detachment staff sends best wishes to the
following members who are celebrating a birthday this
month:
David R. Brimble,
Frederick Barsuscia,
George D. Curran,
Paul A. Drinkard,
Anthony A. Fusto,
Paul H. Hathaway,
Walter I. Talmadge,
Frank Turse, Richard Hudak, Frank McGovern,
Nick Repino, Michael West, Norman Weiner,
Vincent Mangelli, Steve Fuimano
and Marcus Lingenfelter
Happy Birthday…and many, many more!

Semper Fi,

Stephen D. Neri
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Looking Ahead

DETACHMENT MEETING
SCHEDULE
2004

DETACHMENT EVENTS
JANUARY
06
General Meeting, Kof C Hall, 1930 Awards & Swearing in Officers
27
Staff Meeting Al Post 805 - 1930

The general membership meeting is always held on the
first Tuesday of the month,
The staff meeting is always held on the last Tuesday of
the month.

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS’ EVENTS
O THER V ETERANS ’ & FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS ’
M EETING SCHEDULES
Regular Events
AmVets: Harold P. Saks Post # 118
211 N. Morton Ave., Morton, PA 19070
Meetings the first Wednesday of every month at 2000.

The dates for the year 2004 are listed below - please
save this list.
JANUARY
06th-GENERAL MEETING, 27th-STAFF MEETING
FEBRUARY
03rd-GENERAL MEETING, 24th-STAFF MEETING
MARCH
02nd-GENERAL MEETING, 30th-STAFF MEETING

American Legion: Broomall Post # 805
2340 West Chester Pike, Broomall, PA
Meetings the second Wednesday of every month, at
1930.

APRIL
06th-GENERAL MEETING, 27th-STAFF MEETING

Disabled American Veterans: Delaware County
Chapter # 113
Meetings are held at the AmVets Post in Morton, PA
on the second Monday of every month at 2000.
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 67,
2nd Thursday every month-1930-Catholic War
Veterans Post 731, 920 West Chester Pike,
Havertown, PA.

MAY
04th-GENERAL MEETING, 25th-STAFF MEETING
JUNE
01st-GENERAL MEETING, 29th-STAFF MEETING
JULY
06th-GENERAL MEETING, 27th-STAFF MEETING

Delaware County Detachment
Third Sunday of the month: Breakfast: 0800-1130,
$5.00/person. Delaware County Detachment at
detachment home, Upland, PA. Every Month except:
June-July-August.

AUGUST
03rd-GENERAL MEETING, 31st-STAFF MEETING

M.O.D.D. “Devil Dogs” Triboro Pound # 19, Pack of
Penna.
Growls (meetings) are the second Wednesday of the
month at 1930. Growls are held at the Herbert W. Best
Post # 928, VFW. Located at MacDade Blvd &
Kendron Avenue, Folsom, PA.

OCTOBER
05th-GENERAL MEETING, 26th-STAFF MEETING

Veterans of Foreign Wars: Broomall Post # 7390
Meetings the second Thursday of the month at 1930.
Meetings are held at the Marple Twp. Municipal
Building., Sproul & Springfield Roads, Broomall, PA.
Knights Of Columbus: Mater Dei Council # 4129
327 N. Newtown Street Rd., Newtown Square, PA.
Meetings the first Thursday of the month at 2000.
Please contact Dennis Morsa for tickets 610.353.8168

SEPTEMBER
07th-GENERAL MEETING, 28th-STAFF MEETING

NOVEMBER
02nd-GENERAL MEETING, 30th-STAFF MEETING
DECEMBER
07th-GENERAL MEETING, 28th-STAFF MEETING

Reminder: The June meeting is when we have our
annual pre-meeting dinner & when scholarships checks
are presented. The December meeting is our annual
Christmas party, election of officers & voting for the
Detachment Marine of the Y ear.
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2003 ~ T H E Y E A R I N P I C T U R E S
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A Soldier's Christmas
By Michael Marks
The embers glowed softly, and in their dim light,
I gazed round the room and I cherished the sight;
My wife was asleep, her head on my chest,
My daughter beside me, angelic in rest.

"I can live through the cold and the being alone
Away from my family, my house and my home;
I can stand at my post through the rain and the sleet,
I can sleep in a foxhole with little to eat.

Outside the snow fell, a blanket of white,
Transforming the yard to a winter delight;
The sparkling lights in the tree, I believe,
Completed the magic that was Christmas Eve.

"I can carry the weight of killing another
Or lay down my life with my sisters and brothers
Who stand at the front against any and all,
To insure for all time that this flag will not fall.

My eyelids were heavy, my breathing was deep,
Secure and surrounded by love I would sleep
In perfect contentment or so it would seem,
So I slumbered, perhaps I started to dream.

"So go back inside," he said, "harbor no fright,
Your family is waiting and I'll be all right."

The sound wasn't loud, and it wasn't too near,
But I opened my eye when it tickled my ear;
Perhaps just a cough, I didn't quite know,
Then the sure sound of footsteps outside in the snow.
My soul gave a tremble, I struggled to hear,
And I crept to the door just to see who was near;
Standing out in the cold and the dark of the night,
A lone figure stood, his face weary and tight.

"But isn't there something I can do, at the least
Give you money," I asked, "or prepare you a feast?
It seems all too little for all that you've done,
For being away from your wife and your son."
Then his eye welled a tear that held no regret,
"Just tell us you love us, and never forget
To fight for our rights back at home while we're gone,
To stand your own watch, no matter how long.
"For when we come home, either standing or dead,
To know you remember we fought and we bled
Is payment enough, and with that we will trust
That we mattered to you as you mattered to us."

A soldier, I puzzled, some twenty years old,
Perhaps a Marine, huddled here in the cold;
Alone in the dark, he looked up and smiled,
Standing watch over me, and my wife and my child.

(Used with permission from Michael Marks)

"What are you doing?" I asked without fear,
"Come in this moment, it's freezing out here!
Put down your pack, brush the snow from your sleeve,
You should be at home on a cold Christmas Eve!"
For barely a moment I saw his eyes shift
Away from the cold and the snow blown in drifts
To the window that danced with a warm fire's light,
Then he sighed and he said "It's really all right,
I'm out here by choice. I'm here every night.
"It's my duty to stand at the front of the line
That separates you from the darkest of times;
No one had to ask or beg or implore me,
I'm proud to stand here like my fathers before me.
"My Gramps died at 'Pearl' on a day in December,"
Then he sighed, "That's a Christmas 'Gram' always remembers;
My dad stood his watch in the jungles of 'Nam,
And now it is my turn and so, here I am.
"I've not seen my own son in more than a while,
But my wife sends me pictures, he's sure got her smile;"
Then he bent and he carefully pulled from his bag,
The red white and blue ... an American flag.
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General Smedley D. Butler Detachment
Marine Corps League
2 December 2003
Regular Meeting

OFFICER REPORTS:
SR. VICE COMMANDANT: Rick VanLuvender stated
that it has been an honor to serve as Sr. Vice, but due
to current work responsibilities, he cannot run again.
He will instead be serving as a director.

Commandant Steve Neri called the meeting to order at
1900. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and the
opening prayer was read.
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: present were:
Commandant Neri, Sr. Vice VanLuvender, Jr. Vice
Alleva, Adjutant Horne, Paymaster Spano, Judge
Advocate Mayer, Chaplain Bush, Sgt-At-Arms Stanton,
Service Officer McGinley, Director Tallmadge, Director
Ross, Director Powlus, Jr. Past Commandant
Kaufman.
Commandant Steve Neri acknowledged honorary
guests Commander Dick Phillips, of American Legion
Post 805, Commander Jim Beck, of VFW Post 7390,
Lee Davis, Past Commandant of Delaware County
Detachment. John Burns, Guy Orlando, and Dennis
Morsa.
Commandant Neri asked all officers and chairmen to
keep their reports brief so that everyone could enjoy
the remainder of the night at our annual Christmas
party.
NEW MEMBERS: A motion was made by Tom Tanner
to accept Daniel Fitzpatrick as a regular member and
seconded by George Boyajian. Motion passed.
MINUTES: A motion was made by Bob Stanton and
seconded by Joe Mensack to approve the minutes as
published in the Scuttlebutt. Motion passed.
CORRESPONDENCE: Adjutant Mike Horne read a
thank-you note from the Clair family for honor
ceremonies performed for their loved one. Also, a
thank you note was received from the Powlus family
thanking the detachment for our sympathy and support
during their time of need. The Department of Veterans
Affairs Medical Center in Coatesville sent a letter of
thanks to Bob Matthews and our detachment for
$100.00 donation for the Veterans Week Banquet.
Also, the hospital thanked us for our donation of
toiletries and playing cards for the benefit of the
patients. The Media Theater will hold Veterans’ Night
on December 13. Tickets for the event are $25.00,
which includes complimentary beer, wine, and hors
d’oeuvre at 7:00 PM. The show that night will be Peter
Pan and will begin at 8:00 PM. Also, on Thursday,
th
December 4 will be the 13 Annual Pearl Harbor Day
nd
Commemoration to mark the 62 Anniversary of the
th
December 7 attack on Pearl Harbor. The event will
be held at the Battleship New Jersey on the Delaware
River in Camden, NJ. Also, Mike thanked Sandi Mauer
for her outstanding job as editor of the Scuttlebutt.

JR. VICE COMMANDANT: Jim Alleva thanked all
those who continually came out to help make the Jr.
Troop Handler wagon ticket sales a success this year.
He also thanked the Young Marines for coming out to
help. Jim thanked all members who solicited ads for
the ad book and he noted that there is still some
outstanding money that needs to be paid.
JUDGE
ADVOCATE:
Frank
Mayer
thanked
Commandant Neri for doing an outstanding job as
commandant. He stated that current procedures and
bylaws are up to date, and he wished everyone a safe
and happy holiday.
PAYMASTER: Bob Spano read a detailed monthly
financial report. Copies can be obtained. A motion
was made by George Boyajian and seconded by Joe
Mensack to approve the monthly report. Motion
passed. Bob also asked if anyone needs Marine Corps
lapel pins to please see him.
CHAPLAIN: Chris Bush asked that we keep the
following people in our prayers: Rob Adams, Gunny
Hart, George Curley, Tony Medaglia, John Moyse, and
Paul Hathaway.
SGT-AT-ARMS: Bob Stanton stated that it has a
privilege to serve as Sgt -at-Arms and he thanked the
detachment for their support.
SERVICE OFFICER: Connie McGinley read several
articles of VA news releases. Among them was that
the VA announced dividends to go to 1.5 million active
policyholders of veterans’ life insurance who served
between 1917 and 1956. Also, the VA is joining forces
with the National Foundation for Women Legislators,
the Disabled American Veterans, and the Library of
Congress to increase national awareness of the
Veterans History Project. More information can be
obtained by visiting the following Internet address:
http://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel.
DIRECTOR: Walt Tallmadge-no report.
DIRECTOR: Jerry Powlus-no report.
DIRECTOR: Jim Ross - no report.
JR. PAST COMMANDANT: Harry Kaufman held third
and final nominations for officers. Nominations were:
Bob Spano for Commandant; Jim Alleva for Sr. Vice;
Jr. Vice – Earl Drake; Adjutant – Mike Horne;
Paymaster – Harry Kaufman: Judge Advocate – Dan
Luty; Sgt.-at-Arms – Jim Ross; Chaplain – Chris Bush;
continued on page 9
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Minutes continued from page 8

Service Officer - Connie McGinley; Directors – Jerry
Powlus, Rick VanLuvender, and Tom Bishop. A motion
was made for nominations to be closed. Adjutant Mike
Horne gave one vote to accept nominations as read
and seconded by Jack Lister. Motion passed.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Americanism: Bill Lessig stated that five schools were
visited in November, reaching over 500 students, and
four schools are scheduled to be visited for the month
of December.
Auxiliary Liaison: Tony Fusto – no report.
Awards: Harry Kaufman asked committee chairmen
who are submitting names for awards to please do so
after the meeting.
Ceremonies: George VanDusen noted that there have
been 224 honor ceremonies performed so far this
year. Several funeral directors got together and
purchased Eagles tickets to be distributed as a token
of appreciation for the Honor Guard services. George
also remarked that the Color Guard had a busy month
with the Veterans Day parade in Coatesville, Marine
Sunday, and providing Color Guard ceremonies at the
Marine Corps Ball.
Quartermaster (Locker Box): Tom Lynch asked
anyone who has ordered an item to please pick it up
after the meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Harry Kaufman passed out
ballots for members to vote for Marine of the Year.
Nominees are John Cook, Bob Spano, and Jim Alleva.
The Marine of the Year will be announced at the
January general meeting. Jr. Vice Jim Alleva asked
Dick Phillips, Jim Beck, and Lee Davis to draw the
winning ticket for the Jr. Troop Handler wagon. The
winner was Rich Black from Drexel Hill.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Commandant Neri and Jr. Past
Commandant Harry Kaufman congratulated Sr. Vice
Rick VanLuvender for doing an outstanding job in
organizing the Marine Corps Ball. Also, Dick Phillips
and Jim Beck thanked Commandant Neri for
organizing the Combined Veterans Alliance. Dick
Phillips, Commander of the American Legion #805,
invited the members to attend their annual Christmas
party on December 17 at the Springfield Country Club.
Also, Arthur Burns invited our Color Guard to perform
at the Media Theater on Veterans Night.
GOOD OF THE LEAGUE:
There being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned at 20:00.
Respectfully submitted by Mike Horne, Adjutant.

The 50/50 winner was Bob Matthews.
Locker Box certificate winner was Jim Alleva.
57 members signed in the log book on 12/2/03.

V.A.V.S.: Bob Matthews stated that there will be
stocking stuffing on December 4 at the VA Hospital in
Coatesville. Distribution of gifts will be on December 6
and the bingo party will be on December 8.
Legislative Chairman: Bernie McGinley read a letter he
wrote on behalf of Commandant Neri stating our
detachment’s support for Lt. Col. Allen B. West, that he
be exonerated of all charges pending against him.
Those who wish to call the White House in support of
Lt. Col. West can call the following number: 202-4561111.
Young Marines: Bob Stanton stated that the Young
Marines had a good time at the ball. He thanked Pete
Patrucci for sponsoring two of the Young Marines.
Bob stated that they were also involved in numerous
parades and ceremonies this month.
Toys for Tots: Tom Kerrigan thanked everyone for
bringing a toy to the Christmas party.
COMMANDANT’S REPORT: Commandant Neri
passed out copies of the meeting agenda and the
Commandant’s report to the membership. Copies are
available. Please see report in Scuttlebutt.
Scuttlebutt 9

Marine Corps League
Smedley D. Butler Detachment
P.O. Box 184
Newtown Square, PA 19073-0184
“I Pledge Allegiance”
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