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Commandant’s Message 
October 2003 
 
WOW, it’s October already and how did we manage to 
survive all the activities of September?  
 
Well since it is October that means it is time for 
nominations of officers. I would like to challenge every 
member to ask yourself if you could do more for your 
detachment. Could you or would you be an asset to the 
Detachment by becoming an officer and do you 
understand the duties and responsibilities of the office 
that might interest you? If your answer to these 
questions is an honest “yes”, then please stand up and 
be counted. It is extremely vital to the survival and 
success of any organization to have qualified and 
vibrant leadership.  We are all aware of what happens 
in most volunteer organizations, at election time there 
is a definite lack of raised hands, let’s change that 
scenario this year and have enough qualified 
candidates for the various offices. 
  

Remember it is easy to be a Monday morning 
quarterback, but you never get to wear the jersey or the 
ring. 
 
I would like to ask all of the membership to remember 
when meeting or talking with other veterans if you think 
this person is qualified then ask  them to join our 
detachment. We are always interested in expanding 
our membership. 
 
I want to thank Frank Mayer and the rest of the staff for 
the honor they  bestowed upon me by selecting me for 
the Legion of Honor of the Chapel of the Four 
Chaplains.  
 
Semper Fi, 

Stephen D. Neri  
Commandant  
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Sr. Vice Report  
 
I will continue accepting reservations for the ball, 
after the meeting. I have a floor plan to assign 
seating arrangements tonight. I also have the 
seating arrangements from last year. See me in the 
back of the room. Tickets cost $35 per person and 
$65 per couple.  
 
Trip to Battle ship New Jersey is set for Friday 
September 12th at 1030 tickets will cost  $7.00 per 
person. We will meet at the Knights of Columbus at 
0900 to depart by 0920. The tour takes 
approximately 2 hours to complete.  
 
I would also like to get a head count of members 
interested in a trip to the Waterhouse Museum in 
October. See me after the meeting. 
 
I have donated a copy of Microsoft Customer 
Relationship Management Software (including 
installation and configuration) for use by the 
detachment. See me after the meeting for 
additional details. 
 
In your effort to secure new members please 
ensure you have a current copy of the membership 
application which correctly lists the annual dues as 
$25.00, and remember “It is not the price of 
membership that matters, it is the price you paid to 
become eligible to be a member that matters.” 

 
Rick VanLuvender  
 

Jr. Vice Report  
 

 
 
Well we are about half way through our main fund 
raising season, and I’m sorry to report that 
collections are down considerably this year. That 
means we have to work a bit harder these last few 
months on the Wagon and the Ad book. Since we all 
know how important these funds are to keep our 
many worthy programs strong, I know the 
membership will pull together and make it happen. 
  
Let’s get those Ads and money turned in as soon as 
possible, and remember we still have quite few 
Saturdays left to meet our goals for the wagon fund 
raising program. Also, there still two big Sunday 
events that should give the wagon totals a real 
boost. 
                                                                                                                
Semper Fi 

Jim Alleva 

Quotes In History 
 
“Marines are about the most peculiar breed of human 
beings I have ever witnessed.  They treat their 
service as if it was some kind of cult, plastering their 
emblem on almost everything they own, making 
themselves up to look like insane fanatics with 
haircuts to ungentlemanly lengths, worshiping their 
Commandant almost as if he was god, and making 
weird animal noises like a band of savages.  They’ll 
fight like rabid dogs at the drop of a hat just for the 
sake of a little action, and are the cockiest SOBs I 
have ever known.  Most have the foulest mouths and 
drink well beyond man’s normal limits, but their high 
spirits and sense of brotherhood set them apart, and 
generally speaking, the United States Marines I’ve 
come in contact with are the most professional 
soldiers and finest men I’ve had the pleasure to 
meet.”   
 --- An Anonymous Canadian Citizen 
      

                    submitted by Mike Horne 



Scuttlebutt 3 

COMMANDANT’S REPORT 
September 2, 2003 

 
 

I’m happy to report that Newtown Township has 
approved all paperwork  for the addition to this 
building. The plan is to have all of our property stored 
here in one central location, this will enable us to 
have everything organized, labeled, and conveniently 
available. All of our official records will be organized 
and properly filled in a fireproof filing cabinet enabling 
the officers and various chairmen much improved 
access. All of the many awards and trophies this 
detachment has received over the years will now be 
on display for all members and guest to see. 
 
We had approved a one time capital expense in our 
budget for this project but, with fund raising being a 
bit off target this year, a suggestion to conduct a 
Corporate fund raising project seems much more 
logical.  The staff and I are completing the planning 
for that program now and should be able to start very 
soon. 
 
The staff and I would like to thank all those who 
helped with fund raising at the Hero Scholarship Flea 
Market, and all the Saturdays in shopping centers. 
Also, to remind everyone of the other major fund 
raising events such as the Air Show at Willow Grove, 
the Antique Auto Show at the Franklin Mint and 
Rotorfest at the Helicopter Museum. Your 
detachment would really appreciate your help at 
these events, please volunteer and also the normal 
Saturday routine at the shopping centers. The Jr. 
Vice is hoping for an onslaught of Ads for our 
program book. 
 
Remember to make your reservations for the Marine 
Corps Ball, please contact the Sr. Vice for 
reservations. Also, the Marine Corps Birthday Bash 
at Cookies is confirmed. Marion is planning to have a 
special Memorial to “Daddy Wags” that day. 
 
The Toys for Tots Chairman Tom Kerrigan and I 
attended a special pre-campaign meeting, I know 
Tom and I came away confident and exited about this 
years campaign. Tom will keep everyone informed 
and I know for a fact that he is going to need more 
help this year than in the past. 
                                                                                    
Semper Fi, 

Stephen D. Neri  
 

Delaware County Young Marines,  
reporting as ordered, SIR! 
     

 
 
Here is the latest 
update on the 
Delco. Young 
Marines. 
 
 

On 13 and 14 September, we will be at the Willow 
Grove Naval Air Station for the "43-03 Air Show."  
Come on out and see some outstanding flying and 
some motivated Young Marines. 
 
On 27 and 28 September, we will be spending the 
night on the USS New Jersey.  OOH-RAH! 
 
On 11 October, we will be helping the Marine 
Corps League by selling chances at the Ridley 
Acme. 
 
Our next drill is 17 September at 18:30 hrs.  If you 
know of any prospective recruits, ages 8-18 who 
want a challenge, please send our way. 
 
Words of motivation: 
 "Pain is temporary, pride is forever.  OOH-RAH!" 

    -United States Marine Corps 
 
We will have future updates on events & 
deployments. Carry on and stay motivated. 
 
SEMPER FI 

First Sergeant  Williams 
Delco. Young Marines 
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Looking Ahead 

D E T A C H M E N T  E V E N T S  

SEPTEMBER 
28 Franklin Mint Antique Car Show –  
 0900-1600- Jr. Troop Handler 
30 Staff meeting - AL Post – 1930 
 

OCTOBER 
04 Jr. Troop Handler - Ticket sales 
07 General Meeting – KofC Hall – 1930 
11 Jr. Troop Handler - Ticket sales 
18 Rotorfest - Helicopter Museum - West Chester 
19 Jr. Troop Handler - Fund raiser 
25 Jr. Troop Handler - Ticket sales 
28 Staff Meeting - AL Post 805 - 1930 
 
 

O T H E R  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S ’  E V E N T S  

OTHER VETERANS’ & FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS’  
MEETING SCHEDULES  
 
Regular Events 
AmVets: Harold P. Saks Post # 118 
211 N. Morton Ave., Morton, PA 19070  
Meetings the first Wednesday of every month at 2000 
 
American Legion: Broomall Post # 805 
2340 W. Chester Pike, Broomall, PA  
Meetings the second Wednesday of every month, at 1930 
 
Disabled American Veterans: Delaware County Chapter # 
113 
Meetings are held at the AmVets Post in Morton, PA on the 
second Monday of every month at 2000 
 
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 67,  
2nd Thursday every month-1930-Catholic War Veterans 
Post 731, 920 West Chester Pk. Havertown, PA. 
 
Delaware County Detachment 
Third Sunday of the month: Breakfast: 0800-1130, 
$5.00/person. Delaware County Detachment at detachment 
home, Upland, PA. Every Month except: June-July-August. 
 
M.O.D.D. “Devil Dogs” Triboro Pound # 19, Pack of Penna.  
Growls (meetings) are the second Wednesday of the month 
at 1930. Growls are held at the Herbert W. Best Post # 928, 
VFW. Located at MacDade Blvd & Kendron Avenue in 
Folsom, PA. 
 
Veterans of Foreign Wars: Broomall Post # 7390 
Meetings the second Thursday of the month 1930. Meetings 
are held at the Marple Twp. Municipal Bldg. Sproul & 
Springfield Rds. Broomall, PA 
 
Knights Of Columbus: Mater Dei Council # 4129 
327 N. Newtown Street Rd., Newtown Square, PA 
Meetings the first Thursday of the month at 2000. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S  
September  
Sunday, September 28th, Franklin mint antique 
auto show morning volunteers report to our tent at 
0800, afternoon shift report at 1200. PLEASE 
CONTACT JR. VICE 
 
October 
Saturday & Sunday, 18th & 19th - Rotorfest - 
Helicopter Museum, West Chester - Jr. Troop 
Handler Fund Raiser. Call Jr.Vice 
 
Sunday Breakfast is back  at Delaware County 
Detachment, 0800-1130 every third Sunday.  

Best deal in town! 
 

S I C K  C A L L  

Please remember the following  
members in your prayers.  
If you’re able, give them a  
call or maybe even a visit to  
cheer them up. 
  
  
Members: 
Frank Ambrosini 
Anthony DelGrippo 
Larry Hart 
Paul Hathaway 
Anthony Medaglia 
Lou Disantis 
 

Friends & Family of 
Detachment: 
George Curley 
Nick Kalynych 
Jody Hathaway 
Loretta Brennecke 
 

     
Thank you, and remember to call Chaplain Bush 
with news of anyone who is sick or has passed 
away.  (610.353.5569)  
 
Please, always remember all those outstanding 
young Americans who are serving in our military 
and keep them in your prayers. 
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General Davis 
Marine Hero at Chosin Reservoir,  
Dies at 88 
 

WASHINGTON, 
Sept. 6, 2003 – The 
U.S. Marine Corps, 
indeed the entire 
country, lost an 
honest-to-goodness 
American hero Sept. 
3. Retired Gen. 
Raymond Davis, 
who earned the 
Medal of Honor in 
the Korean War, died 
in Conyers, Ga., at 
the age of 88. 
 

 
Davis was a hero by anybody's definition. He was the 28-year-old 
commander of the 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, when 
Chinese forces attacked at the Chosin Reservoir on Nov. 27, 1950, 
Thanksgiving Day. He was awarded the Medal of Honor for 
personally leading his men over treacherous frozen terrain to 
rescue a rifle company under intense enemy fire. 
 
According to his Medal of Honor citation, Davis "spearheaded his 
unit in a fierce attack up the steep, ice-covered slopes in the face of 
withering fire and, personally leading the assault groups in a hand-
to-hand encounter, drove the hostile troops from their positions." 
 
Surrounded by the Chinese and heavily outnumbered, 10,000 
Marines battled their way to safety down 40 miles of winding 
mountain road in sub-arctic weather. Veterans of the campaign 
have called themselves the "Chosin Few" ever since. 
 
Davis had also fought in the Pacific in Word War II with the 1st 
Marine Division. He went on to serve as commander of the 3rd 
Marine Division in Vietnam and retired as assistant  commandant of 
the Marine Corps in 1972. 
 
The retired general had a close, personal relationship with Marine 
Gen. James L. Jones, current commander of U.S. European 
Command. Davis was close to Jones' father when their families 
lived in France in the mid-1950s. Jones served as first-base coach 
on the Little League baseball team Davis managed, and their 
careers kept them close. 
 
In Vietnam, Jones -- then a young lieutenant -- served a stint as 
then-Maj. Gen. Davis's aide. In an interview with American Forces 
Press Service that took place during the 2000 reunion of Chosin 
Reservoir veterans, Davis relayed a humorous story from the 
period. 
 
When Davis called Jones to work at the division headquarters, he 
recalled, he received a letter from the lieutenant's uncle, then-Lt. 

Gen. William Jones, that 
 read: "Ray, when you  
got Jim out of that rifle  
company back to be your aide, there  
were a lot of 'Hallelujahs' in the Jones family." 
 
Jones later said he believed he was actually 
in more danger traveling with Davis, because  
the general always felt he needed to be where the  
action was. 
 
"Gen. Ray Davis' passing represents the end of one  
of the defining eras of the United States Marine  
Corps," Jones said. "As a Marine, as a man,  
and as a husband and father, his legendary  
exploits during World War II, Korea and  
Vietnam significantly enhanced the reputation and  
ideals which will continue to define the Marine  
Corps in the 21st century." 
 
After Davis retired from the Marines, he became a 
tireless advocate for Marine issues. He stayed active in 
the association of Chosin Reservoir veterans and often 
enlisted Jones' help on Marine issues while Jones was 
Marine commandant before being named EUCOM 
commander. 
 
"His contributions to veterans and families since he 
retired from active duty were no less inspirational than 
were his contributions of the battlefields of our nation's 
wars," Jones said. 
 
Davis is survived by his wife, Willa; two sons, Raymond 
Davis Jr. of Covington, Ga., and Gordon Miles Davis, 
who lives in Alabama; a daughter, Willa Kerr of  
Stockbridge, N.Y.; seven grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren. 
 

By Kathleen T. Rhem 
American Forces Press Service 

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Sep2003/n09062003_200309064.html 
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Save for pictures  
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“S C U T T L E B U T T ”  B O O S T E R  C L U B
  
    
   Help support our  
   newsletter and become  
   a member of the Booster 
   Club!  
    
 
Your $10.00 contribution helps offset the cost of 
publication and  postage. 
 
We wish to thank our current boosters. With their 
assistance, we are able to continue our award-
winning newsletter!  
 

SEPTEMBER BOOSTERS 
Pat & Joe Mensack, Dot & Craig Allen, Joe Mealey 
and Frank Turse. 
Thank you boosters! 

 
Semper Fi 

Bob Spano 
Paymaster 

 
If you are interested in being a “Scuttlebutt” Booster, 
please see Bob Spano. 

 

 

Birthday Greetings 
for October 

 
The Detachment staff sends best wishes to the 
following members who are celebrating a 
birthday this month:      
 

Robert Adams, Craig G. Allen, 
Frank Ambrosini, Michael R. Bodle 

Robert Bunce, Edwin D. Burns, 
tom Cleary, Aaron F. Cubbage, 

Marino DeFrancesco, 
William DiLenno, Frank Mayer, 

John F. McDermott, David Prentice,  
James V. Procopio, Donald f. Rugen,  

Al Yerger, Donald Walz 
and David Wakeley 

 
Happy Birthday…and many, many more! 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time  
with the blood of Patriots and tyrants. 

~~Thomas Jefferson 
 
 
 

Thank God for the blood of heroes. 
 
Let us vow as a nation to never forget the events of 9-11. 
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Show.  Jim reminded members who will be attending 
the Willow Grove Air Show to try to carpool and bring 
identification and also wear uniforms.  Jim also stated 
that we would be selling chances for the Jr. Troop 
Handler Wagon at the RotorFest in West Chester on 
October 18 & 19.  Jim also passed out sign-up sheets 
to see how many volunteers will be attending these 
events.  Also, he stated that the ad book is underway 
and asked members to try to get as many ads as 
possible.   
 
JUDGE ADVOCATE: Frank Mayer stated that he has 
contacted the National and Department Marine Corps 
League asking if there have been any changes made 
to the bylaws.  Neither has responded as of yet.  Frank 
reiterated that those attending the Willow Grove Naval 
Air Show should have identification with them.   
 
PAYMASTER:  Bob Spano read a detailed monthly 
financial report.  Copies can be obtained.  A motion 
was made by Walt Tallmadge and seconded by Pete 
Patrucci to approve the monthly report.  Motion 
passed.   
 
CHAPLAIN:  Chris Bush announced that George 
Curley, Lou DiSantis, and Anthony DelGrippo have 
reported to Sick Bay recently.  Please keep them in 
your prayers.  A thank you card was received from the 
family of William Mayer thanking our members for our 
condolence card. A sympathy card for the family of 
John Pisani was passed around and signed by all 
members present.   
 
SGT-AT-ARMS:  Bob Stanton - no report. 
 
SERVICE OFFICER: Connie McGinley announced 
that Department Lockerbox Chairman John J. Pisani, 
Jr. passed away.   
 
DIRECTOR: Walt Tallmadge-no report. 
 
DIRECTOR: Jerry Powlus-no report. 
 
DIRECTOR: Jim Ross - no report. 
 
JR. PAST COMMANDANT:  Harry Kaufman reminded 
members that the October meeting is the first 
nomination for officers.  Those wishing to run for office 
should contact Frank Mayer and get a copy of the 
duties and responsibilities for each specific office.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS :   
Adopt-A-Highway: Mike Horne stated that our next 
Adopt-A-Highway would be on Sunday, September 21.  
Report time is 0900 at Bishop Hollow Road.   
 
Americanism: Steve Neri noted that this program will 
resume in about two or three weeks.   
 
Auxiliary Liaison: Tony Fusto announced that the 

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment Marine Corps 
League 

2 September 2003 
Regular Meeting 

 
 

Commandant Steve Neri called the meeting to order at 
1935. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and the opening 
prayer was read.   
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS : present were: 
Commandant Neri, Sr. Vice VanLuvender, Jr. Vice 
Alleva, Adjutant Horne, Paymaster Spano, Judge 
Advocate Mayer, Chaplain Bush, Sgt-At-Arms Stanton, 
Service Officer McGinley, Director Tallmadge, Director 
Ross, Director Powlus, Jr. Past Commandant 
Kaufman. 
 
MINUTES : A motion was made by Joe Mensack and 
seconded by Phil Baglivo to approve the minutes as 
published in the Scuttlebutt.  Motion passed. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE :  Adjutant Mike Horne read a 
letter of thanks from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs in Coatesville thanking us for sponsoring their 
bingo party on August 11.  Also, a letter of thanks was 
received from the Navy -Marine Corps Relief Society 
for our donation in helping families of deployed 
servicemen and women.  LuLu Shriners Legion of 
Honor will be sponsoring their annual pilgrimage to the 
Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington National Cemetery 
on Sunday, November 9, 2003. Also, the LuLu Shrine 
Scouters Association is holding a Beatlemania night on 
November 1 at 6:00 PM at the LuLu Shriners 
Auditorium in Plymouth Meeting.  On Saturday, 
September 6, 2003, the Media Theater will present 
historic footage of WWII, and again on October 4, the 
Media Theater will hold its Veterans Night. Cocktail 
party starts at 7:00 followed by the show, “La Cage 
Aux Folles.”  Our detachment was asked by the 
Delaware County Veterans Museum for our support in 
donating materials such as uniforms, medals, guns, 
and helmets.  Please contact Ed Buffman at 610-565-
2953 if interested in donating material.  Mike also 
distributed a summary of the National Convention 
report.  A letter of thanks was also received from the 
Springfield Township Library thanking John Cook and 
his helpers for his window display commemorating the 
50th anniversary of the Korean War.  Mike also 
congratulated Frank Mayer for being elected President 
of the Navy League Southeast Council.   
 
OFFICER REPORTS :  
SR. VICE COMMANDANT: Please see Sr. Vice report 
in Scuttlebutt.   
 
JR. VICE COMMANDANT: Jim Alleva stated that he is 
looking for volunteers to help out at the flea market at 
Delaware County Community College, at the Willow 
Grove Air Show, and at the Franklin Mint Antique Car 

continued on page 9 
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Women’s Auxiliary is looking for volunteers to help out 
with the VAVS picnic on September 13.  Also, don’t 
forget to keep bringing in Acme receipts.   
 
Ceremonies:  George VanDusen reported that there 
were eight honor ceremonies performed for the month 
of August.  Also, on Friday, September 19, there will 
be a MIA/POW ceremony at Veterans Park in Broomall 
at 1330.  
 
Quartermaster (Locker Box): Tom Lynch announced 
that a new shipment of colored golf shirts with pockets 
are now available to be purchased.  Also, anyone 
wishing to order items for the Marine Corps Ball should 
do so as soon as possible.  If help is needed with a 
particular item, please see Tom.   
 
V.A.V.S.: Bob Matthews announced that the bingo 
party is held the second Monday of every month.  If 
attending, please meet in the K of C parking lot at 
6:30.  Bob also mentioned that the V.A.V.S. picnic 
would be held on September 13.  All are welcome.  
Bob noted that the Veterans Medical Center is looking 
for volunteers in the following areas: phone answering, 
drivers, and office manager.  Please see Bob for more 
details.   
  
Young Marines: Bob Stanton announced that he will 
be stepping down as Commander of the Young 
Marines in October and announced the names of  
The two Marines who will be assuming leadership of 
the Young Marines.  He stated that the Young Marines 
will be attending the Willow Grove Air Show and will be 
at a sleepover on the Battleship New Jersey at the end 
of September.  Also, in October, the Young Marines 
will be attending the RotorFest, in West Chester.   
 
Toys for Tots: Tom Kerrigan thanked Lockheed Martin 
for their grant of $1000.00 to this program.  This 
money will be sent to the Folsom Marine Reserve 
Center Toys for Tots program.   
 
Historian: Ray Greene mentioned that there may be a 
picture of Paul Donohue and his grandchildren in the 
next Marine Corps League magazine.   
 
COMMANDANT’S REPORT: Commandant Neri 
passed out copies of the meeting agenda and the 
Commandant’s report to the membership.  Copies are 
available.  Please see Commandant’s report in 
Scuttlebutt.   

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Commandant Steve Neri 
announced that the zoning board has approved our 
proposed addition to the Knights of Columbus building.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS :  Frank Mayer presented 

Minutes continued from page 8 

Commandant Steve Neri with the Chapel of Four 
Chaplains Award.  Marino DeFrancesco read that 
various Marine bases would be closing in 2004.  
George Boyajian gave out several Iwo Jima sand 
capsules to those veterans who fought on the island.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 20:45. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Mike Horne, Adjutant.   
 

 
The 50/50 winner was George VanDusen.   
Locker Box certificate winner was Phil Baglivo.   
50 members signed in the logbook on 9/2/03.   
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Goodnight Chesty,
wherever you are.

 
 

  
  

 

 
Marine Corps League 
Smedley D. Butler Detachment 
P.O. Box 184 
Newtown Square, PA 19073-0184 
 

 
“I Pledge Allegiance” 


