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Commandant’s Message… 
Well here we are, entering March already.  So much 
has transpired over the last two months. The Officers 
have been extremely busy, our budget is done, the 
annual financial audit is complete, and a new, updated 
membership list is finished.  At the February meeting 
the Judge Advocate passed out a list of recommended 
bylaw changes.  We will vote on these at the March 
meeting.  The financial records are now computerized, 
as well as the membership and mailing lists.  The 
Acting Adjutant has kept minutes of all official 
meetings, and he has begun a Motions and Resolution 
log, as is required.  A new and more informative 
membership application will soon be available.  This 
should make the Sr. Vice and the Paymaster’s jobs 
easier.  We have also started an archive file of all our 
past newsletters. 

The Sr. Vice, Paymaster and I have attended the State 
mid-winter conference at Grantville, PA, and the 

Southeast Division Quarterly meeting in Churchville, 
PA.  We all feel that we came away with a better 
understanding of how the state and national League 
are run, and how to do our individual jobs better, and 
help our Detachment.  The Staff will be attending a 
one-day course at League Headquarters in Indiantown 
Gap, PA on Saturday, May 4, 2002.  This eight-hour 
class will cover leadership skills, individual job 
requirements, and administrative skills for Detachment 
officers.  It should be very helpful. 

We have started our first Members’ Assistance 
program.  This is to help those who can’t drive at night 
or who don’t drive but would like to attend the 
meetings.  Any member who is in the situation should 
call the service Officer, Connie McGinley, at 
610-446-0478, or me, and we will do our best to 
arrange transportation to and from the meetings for 
you.  Also, any member who would be willing to give a 
ride to a fellow member who is a neighbor, please call 
me.  I really believe we can and should make every 
effort to ensure that this program is a success. 

                       Semper Fi, 

                          Steve Neri 
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The Legend Continues… 
 

 
 
On landing in Tientsin, the brigade was regarded with 
something akin to awe as it unloaded a small 
mountain of supplies:  food, sandbags for barricades, 
machine guns, mortars, field artillery, trucks, light 
tanks and airplanes.  Once unloaded, the brigade 
moved to billets and shared the safety responsibility 
of the City of Tientsin and the surrounding area with 
the U.S. Army 15th infantry….“Can do” or “Manchu” 
regiment, a unit that had been stationed in China 
since 1912. 
 
Butler repeatedly stressed that the roll of the Marines 
was non-involvement in China’s politics and limited to 
the protection of American lives and property.  He 
developed an exhaustive training schedule and 
engaged in a “spit and polish” routine which included 
parades, band concerts, alert drills and the pastime 
of whitening leggings, painting and lacquering their 
helmets, nickel-plating their bayonets and even 
polishing the eyelets in their boots. 
 
They also constructed an airfield and it was used by 
a Marine air wing, newly arrived from San Diego, 
nicknamed the “red devils” and flying Boeing FB-1 
fighters.  They were used for aerial patrols over the 
area and Butler made use of them for his personal 
observations in assaying the military movements of 
the local armies. 
 
Post note…. 
The political/military environment in China at this time 
is much too complex to detail here.  The reader is 
encouraged to read material regarding China in the 
1920’s and 1930’s. 

submitted by John Cook  

The Lore of the Corps 
The “Pogey Bait” Sixth 
In 1937, when conditions in China were heating up 
between Japanese and Chinese forces, a call went 
out from the Marines already stationed there 
performing a fragile peace mission, for a need for 
reinforcements. 
 
Under a warm afternoon sun, the 1300 men of the 6th 
Marines marched down Pacific Avenue in San Diego 
to the Broadway Pier in a column more than a mile 
long.  With brass band playing and admiring crowds 
lining the streets, it was certainly a great sensation 
for impressionable young men, many of who had just 
graduated from boot camp.  They marched with 
pride, heads held high and a confident swagger in 
their stride. 
 
After boarding the transport, Chaumont, and with her 
escort light cruiser, U.S.S. Marblehead, they headed 
out to sea…destination…China! 
 
It was reported that the Chaumont left San Diego 
crammed to the gunwales with troops, equipment and 
post exchange supplies, including thousands of 
candy bars, called “Pogey Bait” by generations of 
Marines and Sailors. 
 
One of the highlights aboard ship was the nightly 
movie shown on deck.  Like young men everywhere, 
the troops enjoyed something sweet to chew on 
during the show…and candy was cheap at 5 cents a 
bar, 60 cents for a box.  Somewhere between San 
Diego and Shanghai the entire supply of candy was 
sold out…and at the same time, only one box of soap 
was purchased. 
 

 
 

As word spread of this, the sixth regiment of Marines, 
one of the premier combat units of the Corps, was 
given the title “Pogey Bait Sixth”.  The nickname was 
a derisive term and it has persisted virtually to this 
day. 
 

submitted by John Cook  
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L O O K I N G  AH E A D  
MARCH  
2 1600 hrs.–2000 hrs. - Devil Dogs Spaghetti Dinner 

– Place VFW #928, Rt. 420 & McDade Blvd., 
Folsom, PA. Cost: $6 adults, $3 children. A 
REALLY IMPORTANT FUNDRAISDER FOR THE 
BLIND CHILDREN’S SCHOOL. 

5 1930 hrs. - Regular Meeting - Smedley D. Butler 
Detachment of the Marine Corps League. K of C 
Hall. 

6 2000 hrs. – Amvets Meeting, Post Hall #118, 
Morton Av., Morton, PA 

9 1000 hrs.-2400 hrs. – American Legion Post #214. 
Cost $20. (Great party, lots of good food, great 
time!) 

10 1300 hrs.-1400 hrs. – St. Lucy’s St. Patrick’s Day 
Dinner. In the School Auditorium  

13 1930 hrs. – Devil Dogs, Pound #19 Meeting. VFW 
#928, Folsom, PA 

13 1900 hrs. - St. Patrick's Day Party at Coatesville VA 
Hospital 

13 1930 hrs. - American Legion Post #805 Meeting, 
Post Home 

16 1800-2100 hrs. – St. Patrick’s Irish Dinner. Del. Co. 
Det. Upland, PA. Cost: $7 

26 1930 hrs. – Smedley D. Butler Det. Staff Meeting. 
American Legion Post #805, West Chester Pike, 
Broomall, PA 

 

APRIL  
2 1930 hrs. - Regular Meeting - Smedley D. Butler 

Detachment of the Marine Corps League, K of C 
Hall 

3 2000 hrs. – Amvets Meeting, Post Hall #118, 
Morton Ave., Morton, PA 

8 2000 hrs. – D.A.V. Chapter #113 Meeting, 
AMVETS Post, Morton, PA 

10 1930 hrs. – Devil Dogs, Pound #19 Growl, VFW 
#928, Folsom, PA 

12 0900 hrs. - Adopt a Highway clean up  
13 Del.Co. Det., Polish Dinner, Det. Home, Upland, 

PA. Cost: $7. 
26-28 MCL National N.E. Divisional meeting, Atlantic City, 

NJ 
30 1930 hrs. – Smedley D. Butler Det. Staff Meeting, 

American Legion, Broomall, PA 
 
Remember… 

Next month is our May Pre-meeting dinner for 
members and spouses. Let’s have a really big 
turnout and enjoy the camaraderie!  

 
 
The Third Sunday of every month Del. Co. Det. serves  
breakfast. Time: 0800-1130 hrs. Cost: $5. Place: Det. Home. 
Best Deal in Town! (See Geo. Curley on mess duty.) 

F R O M  T H E  S R .  V I C E …  
Why not become a life member?   
Pay one time, and receive all the benefits you pay for 
annually. 
What do you receive? 

~ "Gold" metal life card 
~ "Life member" lapel pin 
~ M.C.L. Magazine 

Cost:   
If you are: 
40 years old………….…… …….………………$250.00
41 to 50…………………… …….………………$200.00
51 to 60…………………… …….………………$150.00
61 and over……………….. ……………………...$75.00
 
Life membership is for regular and associate members. 
You have to be a member for one year to qualify. If you 
would like an installment plan, see Bob Spano, our 
paymaster. 
 
 

 
 
This Is Your Flag Talking 

Hey, you with your hat on 
Stand at attention 
This is your FLAG talking 
And they are playing my song 
Stand to Attention 
Pay me some respect 
I’ve been around for 226 years and 
I’m still waving strong 
I stood fast at Fort McHenry 
When the British took their best shots 
My buddy Francis Scott Key penned the words that 
Still inspire his countrymen to fight wars, and 
Perform noble deeds to preserve my heritage 
Men who put love of country first before life 
Men who fought at 
Valley Forge 
Gettysburg 
Belleau Woods 
Pearl Harbor 
Guadalcanal 
Iwo Jima 
At Iwo Jima the took my picture and inspired 
Monuments that will live forever 
Remember Freedom isn’t free 
I’m your FLAG and when they play my song 
Take off your hat 
I demand your respect. 

Charles W. Tatum, B-1-27 
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H O W  C A N  I  G E T  M Y  
M E D I C A T I O N  T H R O U G H  VA?  
Many veterans have heard that they can get 
medications through VA medical centers, either free 
or for a small co-payment. While this may be true, 
depending on your eligibility status, it is not possible 
to just show up at a VA pharmacy with a 
prescription written by a private doctor and have 
that prescription filled.  
 
Even if you are currently under the care of a private 
physician, in order to receive medication through 
VA, you must also be under the care of a VA 
provider while you are taking the drug. This is 
necessary so that the VA provider (physician, nurse 
practitioner or physician’s assistant) can monitor 
your condition and manage the problem for which 
the drug is prescribed.  
 
If you feel you need to continue to see your private 
physician, but would like to receive medications 
through VA, follow these simple guidelines: 

1. Schedule an appointment with a VA primary 
care provider at the nearest VA medical 
center or community based outpatient 
clinic. 

2. Bring your medical records with you when 
you visit your VA provider. 

3. Give both your VA and private health care 
provider each other’s name and address, 
along with telephone and FAX numbers. 

4. Report to your VA provider any changes in 
medications made by your private physician 
and vice versa. 

 
We encourage veterans to receive all their primary 
care from VA providers; however, this is not always 
possible. Receiving care from two providers can 
work if the patient helps to keep the lines of 
communication open. 
 
To learn more about receiving medications through 
VA, call the nearest VA health care facility. 

“ T H E  J A P A N E S E  AR M Y  C H O I R ”  
by Maj. H.G. Duncan, USMC (Ret.) 
from his book, “Scream and Shout” 

 
George Taylor lives in West Seneca, New York, 
where he is a lieutenant in the police department. He 
has two sons. One is a captain in the Marine Corps, 
and the other is a second-year mid-shipman at the 
Naval Academy.  
 
George, also was a Marine. He did his patriotic bit 
during World War II in the island campaigns in the 
Pacific. He told me of an incident, which illustrates 
the humor, the compassion and the resilience of 
Marines who have been hardened by combat. 
 
An island campaign was finished. The Japs had 
fought to almost the last man. A few surrendered 
rather than take the final step of dying for the 
emperor, and three of these prisoners of war were 
placed on the ship which was returning Marines to 
another staging point. 
 
When the Japs came aboard, they were tired, filthy, 
hungry and scared s- -tless! They were escorted to 
the ship’s small brig and locked up, all in one cell. 
 
A few days out to sea, the sergeant in charge of the 
POWs wet to George. 
 
“George, come with me. I got something I want to 
show you. ” 
 
George accompanied the sergeant down through the 
bowels of the ship to the ship’s brig. Arriving there, 
the sergeant commanded. “On your feet, a- - holes!” 
 
The three Japanese prisoners, now cleaned up, 
wearing clean Navy dungarees, and looking better 
fed, jumped to attention. 
 
“Sing!” yelled the sergeant. 
 
The three Japs, with big smiles on their faces, began 
their musical rendition: “Flom the halls of 
Montezuma, to the slors of tlipori.” 
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D I D  Y O U  K N O W ? . . .  
THE TOMB of the UNKNOWNS of the CIVIL WAR 
Predating the Tomb of the Unknowns by 55 years and 
nearly forgotten in the shadow of its celebrated 
counterpart, this Tomb is also located in Arlington 
National Cemetery. 
 
During the Civil War, Brigadier General Montgomery 
Meigs was given the assignment of finding space for the 
burial of Union Soldiers, due to the heavy casualties in 
the Washington and Northern Virginia Area.  Meigs 
happened to be a man that had a deep hatred for anyone 
connected with the Southern Cause and especially 
Robert E. Lee.  Arlington was an estate inherited by Mary 
Anna Custis  Lee, wife of Robert E. Lee and was their 
home prior to the Civil War.  Although the property 
encompassed 1000 acres, Meigs intention was to bury 
the dead in the immediate proximity to the house, 
rendering the mansion uninhabitable should the Lee 
Family ever attempt to return.  Whatever the reason for 
General Meig’s decision to convert the grounds around 
Arlington House into a cemetery, it was his purpose to 
bury as many men as quickly as possible. 
 
In April 1886, to assure the permanent destruction of 
Arlington as a habitable estate, he had a stone and 
masonry burial vault, twenty feet in diameter and ten feet 
deep constructed in the Arlington House Rose Garden.  
When the vault was built, Meigs placed in it the remains 
of 2111 unknown soldiers who were found in trenches or 
scattered over battlefields within a 25-mile radius of 
Washington.  Nearly 1800 remains were collected from 
the battlefield of Bull Run (Manassas), and it can be 
assumed that these included Confederates as well since 
in some instances only a few bones or a skull were 
recovered. 
 
Despite its checkered origin, this monument proudly 
stands today as Arlington’s Memorial to the Unknown 
Dead of the Civil War. 
The Tomb’s inscription reads: 
Beneath this stone repose the bones of two thousand, 
one hundred and eleven unknown soldiers, gathered after 
the Civil War from the fields of Bull Run and the road to 
the Rappahannock.  Their remains could not be identified, 
but their names and deaths are recorded in the archives 
of their country; and its grateful citizens honor them as of 
their Noble Army of Martyrs. 
 
May they rest in Peace.  SEPTEMBER A.D. 1866 
 

Submitted by John Cook  

 
 

U . S . S .  I N D I A N A P O L I S  CA P T A I N  

C L E A R E D  
On 12 July 2001, the Navy Secretary Gordon England 
ordered that the U.S. Navy exonerate Captain Charles 
Butler McVay III, who was convicted in 1946 for failure to 
steer a zigzag course to evade a Japanese submarine that 
sank the U.S.S. Indianapolis during the closing days of 
WWII.  McVay wasn’t around to appreciate the gesture, 
however, having committed suicide 33 years earlier. 
 

 
 
Even if the Japanese hadn’t sunk the Indianapolis, her 
place in history was assured.  Just days earlier, the ship 
and her crew had completed a top-secret mission to deliver 
components for the atomic bomb that the B-29 Bomber, 
Enola Gay, later dropped on Hiroshima.  Then on 30 July 
1945, Japanese submarine I-58 torpedoed the cruiser 
while the ship was on her way to Leyte, Philippines.  
Thanks to a series of blunders, navy personnel were not 
aware the vessel had gone down, and some 900 
survivors—out of a crew of 1114—floated in shark infested 
waters for 112 hours.  Only 321 men were alive to be 
pulled from the water by the time they were accidentally 
discovered. 
 
Many of the survivors lauded McVay as a hero, but the 
navy court-martialed him.  He was the only captain in U.S. 
history to be charged for having his ship sunk due to 
wartime action.  McVay’s conviction came despite the fact 
that the I-58’s commander, Mochitsura Hashimoto, testified 
that zigzagging wouldn’t have prevented him from sinking 
the Indianapolis.  Dogged by grief and a shattered career, 
the navy refused to promote him to rear admiral upon his 
retirement, McVay committed suicide in 1968. 
 
The captain’s son, Kimo Wilder McVay, took up the fight 
and for years struggled to have his father’s name cleared.  
He finally won a small victory in October 2000 when 
Congress passed a resolution exonerating his father and 
awarding the ship and her crew a Navy Unit 
Commendation.  The navy, however, refused to lift the 
conviction from McVay’s record on the grounds that he had 
received a fair trail. 
 
The news of Secretary England’s recent directive came as 
a relief for the few left from that ill-fated mission.  The news 
also came too late for Kimo McVay, however.  The 
captain’s tireless advocate died just two weeks before the 
navy made the announcement. 
 
AMERICAN HISTORY MAGAZINE…..DECEMBER….2001 

Submitted by John Cook  
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S I C K  C A L L  
Tony Fusto is recovering at home from surgery. 
 
Bill Charlton is still in Lankenau Hospital recovering 
from surgery. 
  
Also, Jimmy “Wags” is recuperating at home and 
continues to need your prayers. 
 
If you know of a Detachment member who is sick or in 
the hospital, please let me know as soon as possible.  
Note: The Chaplain’s phone number is 610.353.5569. 

Chris Bush, Chaplain 

 

“ S C U T T L E B U T T ”  B O O S T E R  C L U B  
Help support our newsletter and become a member 
of the Booster Club! Your $10.00 contribution helps 
offset the cost of publication and postage. 
 
We wish to thank our current Boosters, for with their 
assistance we are able to continue our award-
winning newsletter! If you are interested in being a 
“Scuttlebutt” Booster, please see Bob Spano. 
 

FEBRUARY BOOSTERS 
Steve Neri, Joe Mensack, Dot & Tom Flack, Larry 
Doyle, George Boyajian, Bob Matthews, Jim 
Donahue, Nick Repino, and a member whose name 
was not written on the yellow copy given to him by 
Paymaster Spano – please call him and advise him 
of your name @ 610.789.8369. 
 
Thank you boosters! 

CORRECTION  
In last month’s Scuttlebutt – Marine Repino won the 
50/50 and donated the winnings to the Boosters. 
 

DON’T FORGET … 
to contact any officer if you are able to help on a 
committee or help in any other way. 
 
 
The book “Maverick Marine: Gen. Smedley D. 
Butler” is now available in the Detachment library. 
 
 
If any member needs embroidery work done on 
their red satin jacket, cover, etc. and is having 
problems finding someone, try: The Embroidery 
Works, 114 S. Jackson St, Media, 610-565-7366 
and ask for Julie (recommended by Chris Bush). 

Submitted by Bob Spano 
 

Marine Corps League 
General Smedley D. Butler Detachment 
Minutes from 5 February 2002 
Regular Meeting 

 
Commandant Steve Neri called the meeting to order at 
1940 hrs.  Introduction of guests from VFW Post 
#7390, Marple-Newtown were Rudy Raphelson (Past 
Commander), Jim Beck (Present Commander), and 
Bert Marks to present an award to George VanDusen 
for his dedication and leadership to the military honor 
guard program. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: present were: 
Commandant Neri, Sr. Vice Brimble, Paymaster/Acting 
Adjutant Spano, Judge Advocate Mayer, Chaplain 
Bush, Sgt-At-Arms Stanton, Service Officer McGinley, 
Director Tallmadge, Director Repino, Director Powlus, 
Jr. Past Commandant Kaufman. 
 
NEW MEMBERS: None. 
 
MINUTES: A motion was made by Marine Stanton and 
seconded by Marine Mensack to approve the minutes 
as published in the Scuttlebutt.  Motion was passed. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: Marine Spano read a letter of 
thanks of support from Sue Martin, the daughter of 
“Doc” Otting, and a letter from Mrs. Albert Ewald, of 
Springfi eld, for the Honor Guard at her husband’s 
funeral and also a letter from AMVET Raymond Ewald 
(brother of deceased).  Commandant Neri 
acknowledged receipt of letter from Commander 
Daniel, NROTC Unit, Villanova University regarding 
presentation of “Gung Ho” award on 23 Apr 2002. 
 
OFFICER REPORTS:  
PAYMASTER: Marine Spano read the monthly 
banking report.  A motion was made by Marine 
Kaufman and seconded by Marine Mensack to 
approve the monthly report.  Motion was passed. 
CHAPLAIN: Marine Bush reported the death of Marine 
Denesowiez. 
Phil Baglivo personally thanked the staff officers 
involved for his red satin jacket. 
SR. VICE COMMANDANT: Marine Brimble requested 
members to make an effort to recruit new members. 
JUDGE ADVOCATE: Marine Mayer reported proposed 
bylaw changes and distributed copies to all members 
present to be voted on at the next regular meeting. 
SGT-AT-ARMS: Marine Stanton requested all 
members to sign in before the meeting, wear 
nametags and requested that all members wear 
covers. 
SERVICE OFFICER: Marine McGinley reported 

continued on page 7 



Scuttlebutt 7 

benefits available through the V.A. that might interest 
some of the members. 
 
DIRECTOR: Marine Tallmadge-no report. 
DIRECTOR: Marine Powlus-no report. 
DIRECTOR: Marine Repino-no report. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Americanism: Marine Lessig reported visiting 16 
schools and a total of 2,027 students during the 
months of October to January. 
Pistol/Rifle Team: Marine Bodle reported match to be 
held at Indiantown Gap on 31May. 
Ceremonies: Marine VanDusen, named Marine of the 
Year, reported Honor Guard at 19 funerals so far this 
year and one Color Guard. 
V.A.V.S.: Navy Captain Matthews reported 
Coatesville’s monthly bingo party and also the 
Valentine’s Day party.  Member Witterling accepted an 
award for personally contributing $100 to Coatesville 
Hospital. 
Young Marines: Marine Stanton reported “winter-
mode” of program and discussed the next activity 
would be the St. Patrick’s Day parade. 
Scholarships: Marine Kaufman reported that there are 
free scholarships available through the local Marine 
Corps League as well as other ones through the state 
and the National. 
 
COMMANDANT’S REPORT: Marine Neri asked that 
any member who has Detachment property to turn it in 
- ‘no questions asked.’  Also, start a photo album for 
the detachment, an archive file of old scuttlebutts to 
document our history.  There is still a vacancy for the 
position of Jr. Vice Commandant and Adjutant.  The 
audit committee will be meeting this month.  All 
members are asked to pick up the updated member 
list, which will be updated every six months. 

 
Marine Spano presented life memberships to Marines 
Sandusky and DeFrancesco. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Marine Spano reported the 
purchase of the book on General Butler was taken 
care of and that the book had not arrived yet.  Member 
Matthews was given the check for $288. for the 
purchase of a TV for the Coatesville Hospital which 
was passed as a motion at Jan 2002’s meeting.  The 
purchase of a VCR/DVD from Sears for the Knights of 
Columbus was tabled from last month and the motion 
was made by Marine Stanton and seconded by Marine 
Mensack.  Motion passed to purchase VCR/DVD.  The 
donation of $100 for the Phila. USO was tabled from 
last month and Marine Kaufman made a motion and 
seconded by Marine Bush.  Motion passed to donate 

the money. 
Marine Spano presented the proposed budget for 2002 
and a copy was distributed to each member present.  
Motion by Marine Mayer and seconded by Marine 
Stanton was passed to accept the proposed budget as 
read.  A copy of last year’s budget comparisons will be 
distributed at the next regular meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Discussion of detachment being more “user friendly” in 
regard to picking up members who are unable to drive 
to the meetings.  Also, supplying transportation to the 
family of members who might be in the hospital.  A 
notice in the Scuttlebutt to call a phone # for help was 
suggested by Marine VanDusen.   Also, Sr. Vice 
reported that forms are available to obtain DD-214 
forms or other missing military information-see the Sr. 
Vice. Marine Horne contributed VCR tape of the “Battle 
History of the Marine Corps.”  Member Matthews 
requested an ad for $250, which exceeded our limits.  
Another ad for $60 for PA Sports Hall Of Fame for ½ 
page was approved by motion by Member Matthews 
and seconded by Marine Bunce.  Marine Brimble 
discussed another overnight trip to Washington, 8th & I, 
at a cost of at least $265 (last year’s price).  The $50 
check sent to the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation 
for membership, which would cost another $450 was 
voided.  On March 2nd the Devil Dogs are holding their 
annual spaghetti dinner 4-8PM in Folsom at VFW#928. 
 
GOOD OF THE LEAGUE: 
Marine VanDusen thanked other marines who helped 
at the funerals. 
Marine Sims, a representative of Excel Co., offered 
Internet access, pagers, cell phones, pre-paid phone 
cards, long distance service, etc. at a discount to 
benefit not only the members but also a commission to 
the detachment. 
 
There being no further business the Commandant 
adjourned the meeting. 
 
Commandant Neri won the 50/50 and donated the 
winnings to the Boosters. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Bob Spano/Acting Adjutant 
 

 

continued from page 6 
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Next Regular Meeting is:
March 5, 2002
1930 hrs.
Knights of Columbus
327 N. Newtown Street Rd.
(Route 252)
Newtown Square, PA 
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