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Commandant’s Message… 
First and foremost, I would like to thank the members 
for selecting me as the new Commandant. It is a trust I 
will not betray. Please be assured I will always 
endeavor to lead the detachment with honor and 
integrity, and always keep the best interest of the 
detachment first. My congratulations to my fellow 
officers on being elected to their positions. Also, I want 
to thank the various committee chairmen who will be 
continuing in these most important positions. 

Well the holidays are over. I hope everyone enjoyed 
them. We are beginning a new year; the past was a 
very busy and full one for us. Our Honor Guard 
provided Full Military Funeral Honors for 130 fellow 
veterans, of which 4 were for our own members. We 
will surely miss Newt Kerber, Richard “Doc” Otting, 
Robert Horne and Joseph Monte. 

The attendance at our Spring Dinner, Marine Corps 
Ball and Christmas Party were the largest turnout for 

any of these affairs. The Jr. Troop Handler Wagon 
Program, once again, achieved fantastic results, both in 
the monies it raised, and in recruiting. The Program 
“Ad” Book also was a tremendous success as a fund 
raiser. The Detachment’s “Toys for Tots” drive grew 
even bigger this year and had very good newspaper 
coverage. We marched in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 
Memorial Day Parade, 4th of July Parade, Coatesville 
V.A. Parade, Veteran’s Day Parade, and the County 
Patriots Day Parade. We had displays in a number of 
local library windows, thanks to John Cook and crew. 
The Americanism Program was presented in 38 local 
schools and seen by almost 4,000 children; great job 
by Bill Lessig and crew. The V.A.V.S. team sponsored 
a dozen bingo parties, including Christmas gifts at the 
Coatesville VA Hospital. We salute you Bob Matthews 
and crew. 

If this short report of some of our Detachment’s 
activities left you breathless or made your chest swell 
with pride as a member, you’ll better understand the 
request of the Officers and Chairmen for volunteers. 

We are involved with a number of very worthwhile 
programs. If we are to continue to be as successful as 
we have in the past, it will require the participation and 
support of YOU, the general membership. I urge every 
member to get involved where and when YOU can. 

Remember the meetings and these newsletters are to 
keep YOU informed and to solicit YOUR ideas and 
suggestions. 

SEMPER FI 
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General Smedley D. Butler Detachment 
Department of Pennsylvania 
Marine Corps League 
Minutes From 2 January 2002 

 
The meeting was called to order by Sr. Vice Dietrich 
(Commandant McGuigan was absent) at 1935 hrs and 
the opening ceremonies were conducted. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: Present were: Marines 
Dietrich, Neri, Green, Bush, Stanton, McGinley, 
Repino, Tallmadge and Bunce.  Absent: McGuigan, 
Patrucci, and Powlus.  Resigned: Tanner.  
 
Sr. Vice Dietrich introduced Bill Rafferty, a member of 
the Upper Darby Detachment and a funeral director 
who presented a plaque for the detachment’s 
presence at funerals with the honor guard.  Marine 
VanDusen accepted the award for the detachment. 
Also, she recognized all past commandants, 
department officers, and young marines, marines from 
other DelCo detachments and commander of 
American Legion. 
 
NEW MEMBERS: none. 
 
MINUTES: A motion was made by Marine Kauffman 
and seconded by Marine Mensack to approve the 
minutes as published in Scuttlebutt.  Motion was 
passed. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: Marine Neri read letter of 
appreciation from Marine Spano for honor guard at his 
father’s funeral on Nov 15th.  Sr. Vice Dietrich read a 
letter from Tom Potter, Knights of Columbus, thanking 
the detachment for its generosity, with which he was 
able to provide 25 well-stocked food baskets to needy 
families under the “Helping Hands” Christmas Program 
and also a large donation of toys by our detachment. 
 
OFFICER REPORTS: 
PAYMASTER: Marine Spano acting for Marine 
Patrucci reported mailing of 11 - $100. Gifts to needy 
families.  Also, no formal report until Marine Patrucci 
returned from CA.  Also, progress being made to enter 
all financial info on computer software for accuracy. 
CHAPLAIN: report of Joe Monte’s viewing on 3 Jan at 
Videon Funeral Home and services at Glenwood 
Cemetery at 0900 hrs.  
JR. VICE: Marine Neri: No report. 
JUDGE ADVOCATE: Marine Green: No report. 
SGT-AT-ARMS: Marine Stanton: No report. 
SERVICE OFFICER: Marine McGinley: No report. 
DIRECTOR: Marine Repino: No report. 
DIRECTOR: Marine Tallmadge: No report. 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
ADOPT A HIGHWAY: Marine Brimble: no report. 
AMERICANISM: Marine Lessig: visited 4 schools in 
December with over 300 children; & past 3 months 
about 1300 total children; an average of 3-4 schools 
per month.  Marine McGuigan helped by taking photos 
at one school. 
 
AWARDS: Marine Bunce assisted by Marines Dietrich 
& Neri: presented many Distinguished Service Awards 
to: Marines McGuigan, Dietrich, Neri, Tanner, Patrucci, 
Green, Bush, Stanton, McGinley, Bunce, Tallmadge, 
Powlus, & Repino.   
Also Marines Lister, Lessig, Kerrigan, Yerger, 
Winterling, Brimble & Navy Capt. Matthews.  
Meritorious commendations to Marines Bodle, Cook, 
Curran, Delgrippo, Mike Dietrich, Paul Donohue, 
Fusto, Greiser, Spano & Nolan.  Certificates of 
Appreciation to: Ladies Auxiliary, Broomall VFW Post # 
7390, VFW Post #928, and American Legion Post 
#805. 
Also to Marines Allen, Cleary, Conigliaro, Cope, 
Evangelista, Hathaway, Kauffman, Mayer, Mensack, 
Monte, Mummah, and Tom Lynch.  Also to Sandra 
Laut, DelCo Young Marines, and Thomas Doyle. 
Marine of the Year plaque was presented to George 
VanDusen for his work with the honor guard and will 
also be presented with a Waterhouse book. Jr. Vice 
presented Distinguished Service individual awards to 
Barbara & Harry Kauffman. Jr. Troop Handler Fund 
Raising Award for outstanding participation to Marines 
Powlus, Tallmadge, Winterling, Nolan, Repino, 
VanDusen, Fusto, Bunce, Green, & Allen.  Marine 
John Moyse presented award to Eldorado Carpet One 
to Marine Spano for his help to purchase carpet for the 
MCL HQ building in Indiantown Gap. 
PUBLIC RELATIONS: Marine Cook: moved Iwo Jima 
display from Springfield to Newtown Square library. 
TOYS FOR TOTS: Marine Kerrigan: Collected 6-7,000 
toys. 
VAVS: Member Matthews: Bingo 2nd Monday of every 
month 
 
SR. VICE REPORT: Thanked everyone for their help 
and would have liked to serve the detachment as their 
9th Commandant but it was not to be. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
•Marine Bush presented red satin jacket to Phil Baglivo 
purchased by the Lockerbox with monies donated by 
the staff officers. 
•Marine Tanner questioned Marine Kauffman 
regarding progress of purchasing book “Maverick 
Marine: Gen. Smedley D. Butler”.  Even though book is 
out of stock from one source it is listed for sale through 
Marine Corps Heritage Foundation Museum for $21.  

continued on page 3 
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The Legend Continues… 
 

 
 
The United States, still “shrinking from the prospect 
of armed intervention in China”, hesitantly decided to 
land 1750 American Marines in Shanghai.  Major 
General Butler was placed in charge of the troops in 
Southern China and the situation by this time could 
be called a state of general chaos and the country 
under a reign of terror.  He arrived in Shanghai on 
March 27, 1927 just when the Chinese rose against 
the foreigners, looted and burned their property and 
killed many of them including several Americans.  
Butler was determined to maintain a policy of non-
provocation and non-involvement in the Chinese 
struggle.  All he tried to do was to prevent a repetition 
of the Boxer difficulties.  He held to the principle that 
the Chinese had to settle their own form of 
government. 
 

Another aspect of the turmoil accompanying the 
China struggle was the tension and rivalry among the 
various Chinese armies.  This internal conflict was 
especially strong in the North, where the troops were 
restless and there was danger of their breaking away 
from control and going on a rampage of looting, 
burning and murder.  This situation became so 
critical that Butler felt it necessary to move the 
Marines to Tientsin.  He, therefore, transported an 
entire brigade, 4000 men and officers to that city and 
re-emphasized the “peaceful” nature of the Marine 
purpose. 

submitted by John Cook  

Motion by Marine Neri and seconded by Marine 
Stanton to purchase book.  Motion passed. 
•Motion to make donation to Coatesville Hospital for 
TV for $288, made out to “Dept. of Veteran Affairs” by 
Marine Stanton and seconded by Marine Donohue.  
Motion passed. 
•Discussion of donation of $100 to Phila. USO at 
airport was tabled to get more info regarding where 
and who to send donation. 
•Cost of new VCR/DVD player for the Knights of 
Columbus was discussed by Marine Neri, Kerrigan, & 
Horne: more info needed.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
•Installation of new officers by Past Commandant 
Kauffman with Past Commandants Donald Turner from 
Upper Darby Detachment and George Curley from 
Delaware County Detachment present: 
Commandant – Marine Neri, 
Sr. Vice – Marine Brimble 
Judge Advocate – Marine Mayer 
Paymaster – Marine Spano 
Chaplain – Marine Bush 
Sgt-At-Arms – Marine Stanton 
Service Office – Marine McGinley 
Directors – Marines Tallmadge & Repino. 
•Motto by both Marine Neri & Brimble of “2 in 2002” – 
Each member to have a goal of recruiting at least 2 
new members.   
•Commandant Neri stated that Marine Spano would fill 
Adjutant position.   
•Paymaster records to be computerized.   
•Marine Stanton to be helped by Asst. Sgt-At-Arms- 
Marine Tony Evangelista who will monitor signing in, 
etc. 
 
There being no further business, Commandant Neri 
closed the meeting at 2130 hrs and the closing 
ceremonies were held. 
 
Marine Repino won the 50/50 and donated it to 
Boosters for Scuttlebutt. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Steve Neri and Bob Spano. 
 
 

DON’T FORGET… 

Save your cash register receipts from Acme & Genaurdi’s  

 

 
 

continued from page 2 
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L O O K I N G  AH E A D  
FEBRUARY  
5 1930 hrs. - Regular Meeting - Smedley D. 

Butler Detachment of the Marine Corps 
League 

6 1930 hrs. - AMVETS regular meeting 
AMVETS Post #118, Morton Ave., Morton, PA 

11 VAVS Bingo Coatesville 
11 2000 hrs. - Regular Meeting - D.A.V. #113 

AMVETS Post #118, Morton Ave., Morton, PA 
13 1830 hrs. - St. Valentine's Day Party at 

Coatesville 
13 1930 hrs. - Growls - Devil Dogs Pound 19 
 VFW Post# 928, Folsom, PA 
13 1930 hrs. - General Meeting American Legion 

Post #805, West Chester Pike, Broomall, PA 
26  1930 hrs. - Staff meeting - Smedley D. Butler 

Detachment of the Marine Corps League 
American Legion Post # 805 

 

MARCH  
5 1930 hrs. - Regular Meeting - Smedley D. 

Butler Detachment of the Marine Corps 
League 

13 1800 hrs. - St. Patrick's Day Party at 
Coatesville  

15-17  Department - Spring meeting in Grantville  
25 National Medal of Honor Day 
 

APRIL  
2 1930 hrs. - Regular Meeting - Smedley D. 

Butler Detachment of the Marine Corps 
League 

12 0900 - Adopt a Highway clean up  
26-28 National N.E. Divisional meeting in Atlantic 

City 
 

 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S  
Annual Spaghetti Dinner 

Saturday, March 2,  
4 p.m. till 8 p.m.   

Devil Dog Pound #19 will have their annual spaghetti dinner 

and drawing for a basket of cheer. All funds from this event 
go to Overbrook School for the Blind and St. Lucy’s School 

for the Blind Children. Please support this most worthy event. 

The Congressional Medal of Honor 

 

The CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL of 
HONOR (referred to universally as the 
“MEDAL OF HONOR” in all statutes, 
awards manuals and uniform regulations) 
was born in conflict, steeped in controversy 
during its early years and finally emerged, 
along with Britain’s Victoria Cross and 
France’s Legion of Honor, as one of the 
world’s premier awards for bravery. 

 
The medal was created during the Civil War as a reward 
for “gallantry in action and other soldier-like qualities” 
(seaman-like qualities” in the case of the Navy).  However, 
the reference to “other qualities” led to many awards for 
actions which would seem less than heroic, including the 
bestowal of 864 awards upon the entire membership of the 
27th Maine Volunteer Infantry for merely reenlisting during 
the Civil War and the disgraceful “rush” of nominations and 
awards for Officers that participated in the Vera Cruz 
expedition. 
In 1861 the MEDAL was established for enlisted personnel 
of the Navy, followed the next year by its Army counterpart 
for N.C.O.’s and private soldiers.  Officers were made 
eligible in later years. 
 
The inconsistencies in the 27th Maine, Vera Cruz and other 
dubious cases were apparently resolved in the early 20th 
Century when 910 names were removed from the recipient 
list.  At the same time, the statutes which govern the 
awarding of the MEDAL were revised to reflect the present 
criteria of “Conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk 
of life, above and beyond the call of duty, in action 
involving actual conflict with an opposing armed force”. 
Although there are three separate medals representing 
America’s highest award there is only one set of directives 
governing this award for Army, Air Force and Navy-Marine-
Coast Guard. 
 
MEDAL OF HONOR 
NAVY - MARINE CORPS – COAST GUARD 
The 1861 Navy Medal of Honor was redesigned by Tiffany 
in 1917 but was returned to the basic 1861 design in 1942 
and a neck ribbon added.  The design is a five-point bronze 
star with a circular plaque depicting Minerva repulsing 
discord.  The reverse is engraved “Personal Valor” with 
room for the recipient’s name, rank, ship or unit and date.  
The medal hangs from the flukes of an anchor, which is 
attached to the neck ribbon. 
 
MEDAL OF HONOR 
ARMY 
The Army Medal of Honor was first awarded in 1862 but, 
owing to extensive copying by veterans groups, was 
redesigned in 1904 and patented by the War Department 
to ensure the design exclusivity.  The medal, a five-pointed 
 

continued on page 5 
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S I C K  C A L L  
Bill Charlton is recovering after surgery for an aneurysm of 
the aorta at Harlee Manor in Springfield.  
 
If you hear of any Detachment member who is sick or in the 
hospital, please let me know as soon as possible. I will do 
my best to contact him and see if he has any special needs 
that I or the Detachment can help with. 
 
I have listed below occasions when you should call the 
chaplain. This is not an all-inclusive list of occasions, it is a 
guideline. 
 

1. You are admitted to the hospital: 
2. There is an illness or injury 
3. There is a death in the family, or 
4. Any time there is a need or concern 

 
Chaplain’s phone number is 610.353.5569 

Chris Bush, Chaplain 

 
 

 

“ S C U T T L E B U T T”  B O O S T E R  CL U B  
Help support our newsletter and become a member of the 

Booster Club! Your $10.00 contribution helps offset the cost 

of publication and postage. 

We wish to thank our current Boosters, for with their 

assistance we are able to continue our award winning 

newsletter! If you are interested in being a “Scuttlebutt” 
Booster, please see Bob Spano. 

JANUARY BOOSTERS 

Jim Donahue , Nick Repino, and Bob Matthews who won the 

50/50 and donated his winnings. 

Thank you boosters! 

 

REMINDER FROM THE SENIOR VICE … 

Don't just be a card carrier - Become active!  Get involved!  

Become the future of our detachment.   

Remember "two" for 2002!  

 
 
golden star, lays over a green enameled laurel wreath. The 
center of the star depicts the head of Minerva, Goddess of 
righteous war and wisdom, encircled by the words; “United 
States of America”.  The back of the medal is inscribed: 
“The Congress to” with a place for the recipient’s name.  
The medal hangs from a bar inscribed “Valor” which is held 
by an American Eagle with laurel (denoting peace) in its 
right talon and arrows (war) in its left.  The Eagle is 
fastened by a hook to a light blue pad on which are 
embroidered 13 white stars. 
 
MEDAL OF HONOR 
AIR FORCE 
Congress established the Air Force Medal of Honor in 
1960, 16 years after the establishment of the Air Force as 
an independent service (prior to 1960, airmen received the 
Army medal).  The medal design was fashioned after the 
Army version and is a five-pointed star with a green 
enameled laurel wreath.  The center depicts the head of 
the Statue of Liberty surrounded by 34 stars.  The star 
hangs from a representation of the Air Force coat of arms 
and is suspended from a bar inscribed “Valor”. 
 

THE MEDAL OF HONOR 
The first U.S. Marine to be awarded the Medal of Honor 
was Corporal John Freeman Mackie for his action on 15th 
May 1862 during the American Civil War.  Mackie, 1835 – 
1910, enlisted in April 1861 and was promoted to Corporal 
in March 1862. 
 
G.O. Navy Department, No. 17 
10 July 1862 
CITATION 
On board the U.S.S. Galena in the attack on Fort Darling at 
Drewry’s Bluff, James River, on 16 May 1862.  As enemy 
shellfire raked the deck of the ship, Corporal Mackie 
fearlessly maintained his musket fire against the rifle pits 
along the shore and, when ordered to fill vacancies at guns 
caused by men wounded and killed in action, manned the 
weapon with skill and courage. 
 
POST NOTE:  
Corporal John Freeman Mackie is buried in a local 
Delaware County Cemetery, Arlington Cemetery, Melrose 
Section, Drexel Hill.  His gravesite is very close to 
Lansdowne Avenue and directly opposite the Upper Darby 
High School building that houses the school’s s wimming 
pool. 
 
Our detachment has rendered honors at his gravesite on 
numerous occasions. 
 
 
 
 

submitted by John Cook  

Medal of Honor • continued from page 4 
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