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Commandant’s Message 
August 2004 
 
As members approached the Knights of Columbus hall 
for the July 6th regular meeting the flags that were 
flying from the pole were at half-mast.  The nation had 
done this to honor President Ronald Reagan after he 
died and were to remain as such for 30 days, until the 
4th of July.  As a sign of respect and appreciation for all 
that Ray Green had done for the detachment that flags
stayed at half-mast thanks to Tom Kerrigan.  Ray was 
a devoted and hard-working member of the League 
and he will be missed.  He died on the 4th of July, 
Independence Day, and his death gave him 
independence from all that was physically wrong with 
him.  As was said at his funeral services, we 
assembled not for good-byes but for good memories.  
For it is only with those memories of all that Ray Green 

was and all that he did that we can handle the grief that 
we all feel. 
 
July also took another member from the League; Frank 
D’Amico died 2 days after Ray Green.  Although Frank 
was listed in the newsletter sick call, we did not know 
how serious his condition was.  Dave Cleary who knew 
Frank from the Knights of Columbus, Springfield sent 
an email informing us of his death.  Our Chaplain, Chris 
Bush did his usual fine job by contacting the family and 
offering the League’s services for a military funeral. 
 
The Folsom USMC Reserve Center has also had its 
losses.  Three Marines from that unit were killed in Iraq 
and two were wounded.  It’s one thing reading about 
the casualties of war from different parts of the country 
but when it hits close to home then it is something 
completely different.  When the going gets rough it is 
no time to quit.  Sure, it would be easy to give up and 
quit and go home.  But, by pulling the troops out of Iraq 
and leaving the country to the radicals that would do 
nothing but destroy all that our country has fought for 
and for all the sacrifices our military have made. 
 
The voice of all Americans will be heard in November 
when the citizens vote for the next President of the 
United States.  The people run this country, and it is up 
to the people to pick the person who will run the 
country according to the wishes of the voters.  So, don’t 
complain – vote. 
 
God Bless & Semper Fi, 

Bob Spano 
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Sr. Vice Report  
 
Trips: 
Everything is in motion for our Washington trip. 
There is a church organization from this area that 
will be going to Washington the same day as we 
are and they are charging $130.00 for the same 
amount of time and places to visit. This makes me 
very happy that we are paying much less than that. 
Don’t forget that all going must bring a picture ID 
for entrance into some of the places we will be 
visiting. We will be leaving at 0800 and will stop 
along the way for coffee. We will visit the White 
House at 1130 will then go to the WWII, Korea, and 
Vietnam Memorials. There will also be time to visit 
other places of interest. At 1800 we will be having 
dinner at the Navy Yard. (All those bringing their 
uniforms will be able to change there.) Then it’s on 
to the Sunset Parade. Estimated time for departure 
from Washington will be around 2200. We should 
be arriving back to the Knights at around 0030. I 
want to thank all who signed up and rest assured 
that Dave and myself will do the most to make this 
a comfortable and exciting trip. 

 
Memberships: 
At the last meeting, some members had filled out 
our new membership form. If you have joined the 
detachment before the year 2000 I encourage all to 
fill out a new form. Our Jr. Past Commandant, 
Steve Neri stated that the members should also 
include some other important info such as where 
you served and what other decorations you have 
earned. Also, during this year, as we all know, we 
have lost some wonderful members to our 
Supreme Commandant. I encourage everyone who 
has any wishes for their final muster PLEASE let 
me know so we can put it in your file. This way we 
could help any surviving members of your family 
and hopefully help ease the burden. I will be doing 
this and as an example I would include that I’d like 
to be buried in my league uniform, red blazer, dress 
blues etc. I also would like to give to the 
detachment any the following uniform accessories 
and or pictures. This would honor your memory 
plus maybe a member can make good use of 
something you have donated. In short, when we
open a member’s file we will have everything we 
need to assist any family member. I cannot do it 
without your help, so please take the time; write 
this on a piece of paper and give it to me so I can 
put it your file. Also please be advised our State 
Commandant has said that the dues for life 
membership will be gong up soon. So, it would be a 
good idea to become a life member before the 
prices go up. We will be taking partial payments 
from members who want to pay for a life 
membership over time, but cannot afford the full 
amount at the present. 

 
Ball: 
Again our Ball will be Saturday 11-6-04. If you 
want, you can start paying for your tickets. You 
can see John Cook as he will give you table 
seating and collect the monies. The price will be 
$40.00 per single and $75.00 per couple. I am 
still working on a speaker and I hope to have one 
locked in soon. More info. to follow. 
 
Picnic: 
Our Picnic will be on 9-19-04. We have a couple 
of places in mind and hope to have this wrapped 
up ASAP. It will be of NO COST. This is  
not just for  
the members,  
but members’  
families are  
also welcome to 
come. We will  
be looking for  
some to make  
salads, cakes,  
etc.; so, if you can help out, let me know. I also 
am working getting some games and visits from 
our local fire, police and EMT people. If there are 
any other ideas let me know. 
 
Semper Fi 

Jim Alleva 
Sr. Vice      

 

Welcome Aboard: 
George L. Worrell 
234 Llewelyn Rd. 
Chester Hts. PA. 19017 
610-358-1747 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotes in History 
 “The Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution of these United States are covenants we 
have made not only with ourselves, but with all of 
mankind. Our founding documents proclaim to the 
world that freedom is not the sole prerogative of a 
chosen few; they are the universal right of all God’s 
children. ” 

~~~President Ronald Reagan
~Submitted by Steve Neri
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COMMANDANT’S REPORT 
August 2004 

 
A good time was had by the members and their 
significant others in Tom’s River, NJ at the Col. 
Waterhouse Museum.  A 2nd trip is being planned for 
anyone who wants to go. 
 
Harry Kaufman joined me in visiting the Delaware 
County Detachment general meeting on June 24th.  It 
is always nice to visit our neighbors. 
 
A staff meeting was held on June 29th to discuss the 
appointment of John J. V. Cook as Historian effective 
1July2004, to discuss the 4th of July parade, as well 
as the Lansdowne parade and the Saturday schedule 
for the Jr. Troop Handler (“the wagon”). 

 
Lansdowne invited the Detachment Color Guard to 
participate in their 4th of July parade on the 3rd.  Rick 
Van Luvender, Jim Alleva, Mike Horne, Dan Luty and 
myself represented the detachment. 
 
July 5th’s 4th of July parade was, as usual, sunny and 
warm – that 2 miles? seem longer every year.  The 
Detachment was presented with a trophy for 2nd

place in the Marching Group. 
 
The 8th was a sad day when we performed military 
honors for Ray Green’s funeral.  Thanks to the 
American Legion and VFW for their attendance. 
 
On the 12th we also performed military honors for 
another member, Frank D’Amico. 
 
We get our exercise and some fresh air on Sunday, 
the 18th, when we clean a section of Bishop Hollow 
Road with our chairman, Dave Brimble. 

 
 

God Bless & Semper Fi 

Bob Spano 
 

Jr. Vice Report  
 
Our June daily lottery effort was successfully 
concluded with the proceeds helping the 
Detachment meet its community citizenship 
goals. 
 
The past five Jr. Troop Handler sales outings 
have been fruitful.  We have had a bit of fun and 
raised enough revenue to begin to meet our 
budgeted goals. 
 
I think it's important to recognize the volunteers 
that come out each week to make this effort a 
success.  Some of these members come rain or 
shine, some come when they can.  All of their 
efforts are appreciated.  When you think that 
some of these men are in their eighties it's even 
more amazing. They are: Bob Bunce, Bill Nolan, 
Pete Patrucci, Bob Spano, Harry Kaufman, Steve 
Neri, Mike Horne, Jim Ross, Gerry Zell, Gerry 
Powlus, Joe Hudson, Chris Bush, Craig Allen, 
Dave Brimble, Tony Fusto, Lou DiSantis, George 
Van dusen, Stan Samsel, Dan Luty, Stan Short, 
Paul Donohue. I apologize if I missed any one.   
 
Can you come out and help for a morning or 
afternoon shift?  Come join us for an hour or two, 
you will be surprized at how fast the time goes  
and how much fun you can have with your 
friends. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Earle E. Drake 
Junior Vice 
610.325.9065 

 

Birthday Greetings for August 
 
 
The Detachment staff sends best wishes to the 
following members who are celebrating a birthday 
this month:      
 
Edward J. Bailey, 
Christopher Bush, 
William A. Cubit, 
Paul Q. Donohue, 
Francis T. Greiser, Sr., 
Keith P. Henry, 
William D. Inverso, Ralph W. Lamarra, Thomas E. 
Lynch, Robert A. Matthews and Robert Paul 
Happy Birthday…and many, many more! 

Congratulations for a job well done to Dick Phillips 
for all his hard work for the last two years as 
Commander of the Marple Memorial Post #805 of 
the American Legion.  Good luck to the new 
Commander Dennis Morsa – May we work 
together as well as we have in the past.   
 

Bob Spano,  
Commandant 
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Ramblings From the Jr. Past Commandant 
 
It will come as no surprise to anyone that this  
detachment as seen a goodly number of our members 
report for their final muster. The official number who 
have reported to the Supreme Commandant is now at 
43, just in the past 7 month’s we have lost 4 active 
members, one being our Historian, Ray Green. 
 
Over the years, we have seen surviving spouses and 
children who have had to struggle through the process 
of trying to find military records and funeral 
arrangements for a loved one. It is undoubtedly a very 
unpopular subject, but we can do so much to relieve 
some of that stress for our loved ones by being 
prepared for that final roll call. 
 
Your detachment officers are here to help with all 
questions and problems regarding your Military Service 
Records, Military Funeral Honors and what ever else 
you may need along those lines. We have repeatedly 
asked for copies of everyone’s DD214, and a copy of 
your discharge which will be kept in your personal 
membership folder. These documents must be readily 
available to the funeral director for burial in a military 
cemetery or to have full military honors performed at 
your funeral. It is also a very good idea to have some 
personal background on your duties and activities while 
in the service. You cannot imagine how important this  
can be to your survivors. 
 
This brings up one last thought; if your Marine Corps 
League uniforms and other equipment is not 
necessarily going to a family member, it would be a 
great benefit to the detachment to be able to recycle 
these items. Think about leaving instructions to donate 
these items to the detachment. 
  
Thank You and Semper Fi, 

Stephen D. Neri  
Jr. Past Commandant     

Department of Pennsylvania 
 Marine Corps League 

Awards 
 

The Detachment 
received 2nd place 
Category III in the 
Americanism Book 
and 3rd place 
Category III in 
VAVS Awards. 
 
Thanks to: 
Ray Green,  
Paul Donohue,  
Bill Lessig,  
Bob Mathews and  

all the other members who have assisted the 
chairmen in the various programs. 
 
Congratulations to Tom Tanner as newly elected 
Department of Pennsylvania Commandant and 
Connie Mc Ginley who was awarded the 
Distinguished Citizen Award at the State 
Convention. 
 

S I C K  C A L L  

 

 

 

 
Members: 
Jim Alleva 
Bud Bruce 
Lou Di Santis 
Jack Thomas 
Al Yerger 

Friends & Family Of 
Detachment: 
Jody Hathaway 
Emma Mummah 
John Moyse 

     
Please keep these members and family members 
in your prayers and make an effort to contact them 
and let them know you care. 
 
Please remember to notify Chaplain Chris Bush 
(610.353.5569) of an illness, or of a member or 
family member passing away. 

“ S C U T T L E B U T T ”  B O O S T E R  C L U B  
We wish to thank our current boosters. With their 
assistance, we are able to continue our award-winning 
newsletter!  

JULY BOOSTERS 
Edward Bailey and Pat & Joe Mensack 
Thank you boosters! 

Semper Fi
Harry Kaufman

Paymaster 
 
If you are interested in being a “Scuttlebutt” Booster, 
please see Harry Kaufman. Your $10.00 contribution 
helps offset the cost of publication and postage. 



Scuttlebutt 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking Ahead 

D E T A C H M E N T  E V E N T S  
 
A U G U S T  

07         Wayne K-Mart – Wagon Sales 0830-1600 
08         Bingo Part, Coatesville Hospital 
14      Folsom Acme – Wagon Sales 0830-1600 
20     Washington, DC detachment trip 
21      Brookhaven K-Mart – Wagon Sales 0830-1600 
22      Bryan St. Pub, D. H. – fundraiser 1500-1800  
28 Drexel Hill Acme – Wagon Sales 0830-1600 
 
SEPTEMBER 
04 Wayne Acme – Wagon Sales 0830-1600 
 
 
OTHER VETERANS’ & FRATERNAL 
ORGANIZATIONS’ MEETING SCHEDULES 
Regular Events 
AmVets: Harold P. Saks Post # 118 
211 N. Morton Ave., Morton, PA 19070  
Meetings the first Wednesday of every month at 2000. 
 
American Legion: Broomall Post # 805 
2340 West Chester Pike, Broomall, PA  
Meetings the second Wednesday of every month, at 
1930. 
 
Disabled American Veterans: Delaware County 
Chapter # 113 
Meetings are held at the AmVets Post in Morton, PA 
on the second Monday of every month at 2000. 
 
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 67,  
2nd Thursday every month-1930-Catholic War 
Veterans Post 731, 920 West Chester Pike, 
Havertown, PA. 
 
Delaware County Detachment 
Third Sunday of the month: Breakfast: 0800-1130, 
$5.00/person. Delaware County Detachment at 
detachment home, Upland, PA. Every Month except: 
June-July-August. 
 
M.O.D.D. “Devil Dogs” Triboro Pound # 19, Pack of 
Penna.  
Growls (meetings) are the second Wednesday of the 
month at 1930. Growls are held at the Herbert W. Best 
Post # 928, VFW. Located at MacDade Blvd. & 
Kendron Avenue, Folsom, PA. 
 
Veterans of Foreign Wars: Broomall Post # 7390 
Meetings the second Thursday of the month at 1930. 
Meetings are held at the Marple Twp. Municipal 
Building., Sproul & Springfield Roads, Broomall, PA. 

LIBRARY DISPLAY… 
AUGUST, 2004 

 
The General Smedley D. Butler Detachment 
Marine Corps League will present a display in the 
Springfield Public Library during the month of 
August, titled “Women Marines”.  This display will 
encompass their service to our nation from World 
War I to the present times. 
 

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS’ SCHEDULES 
(CONTINUED) 
 
Knights Of Columbus: Mater Dei Council # 4129
327 N. Newtown Street Rd., Newtown Square, PA.
Meetings the first Thursday of the month at 2000. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

Two of our members have recently 
been honored by the State and 
National VFW for excellence in the 
performance of their duties as officers 
in the Herbert W. Best Post 928. Larry 
Doyle was named “All State Post 
Commander” and also “All American  

Post Commander.” In addition, he was appointed an 
National-Aide-de-Camp.  

 
Bob Stanton was recognized for his role of Jr. Vice in 
recruiting over 107 new members for his post. His 
fantastic effort put Post 928 at 128.26% of 
membership, which put them in 1st Place in the State. 
He was also inducted in to the “Century Club”, 
appointed as National Deputy Chief of Staff. As a 
resolute of their efforts, their Post also won over 
$2500.00 in cash awards. 
 
As follow Leaguers we salute these two outstanding 
individuals and offer our sincerest congratulations. 
 
Semper Fi, 

Steve Neri  
 



Scuttlebutt 6 

 
 

received from Betty Bruce for the card the 
detachment sent to her husband while he was in Bryn 
Mawr Rehab.  Mike thanked Lloyd Spangler and Dan 
Fitzpatrick for their musical rendition of the Marine 
Corp Hymn at the June spring dinner.   
 
OFFICER REPORTS:  
SR. VICE COMMANDANT:  Jim Alleva noted that the 
Washington trip will cost $55.00 per person and 
several attractions will be visited.  ID will be required.  
Jim thanked Dave Brimble for his help in making this 
trip possible.  Dave will be collecting payments for the 
DC trip.  Also, Jim and Steve Neri are talking with an 
individual to be the speaker at the Marine Corps Ball.  
The Ball will cost $40.00 per person and $75.00 per 
couple.  Date is November 6, 2004.  More information 
to follow.  Jim distributed to members a short 
application so that he can update detachment 
membership files.  Life memberships may be going 
up in price in the future, and Jim mentioned that 
anyone thinking about obtaining a life membership 
should do so now.  Jim stated that he is still working 
on a family picnic to be held sometime in September.  
Jim also remembered Ray Green as an outstanding 
member of the detachment.   
 
JR. VICE COMMANDANT:  Earle Drake distributed 
Jr. Troop Handler wagon ticket sale sites for the 
month of July and stated that ticket sales are doing 
well.  He thanked all those who have given their time 
in selling these chances.  Earle also passed out 
forms for soliciting ads for the program book.  He also 
commented that the June lottery ticket sales for the 
detachment was a success.  Earl acknowledged two 
guests present at the meeting:  John Kwiatkowski 
and George Worrell.   
 
JUDGE ADVOCATE:  Dan Luty distributed the 
detachment’s new members books to new members 
present.  He also noted that he will be looking into 
any changes in bylaws from the national or state and 
will pass on any changes to membership.   
 
PAYMASTER:  Harry Kaufman presented Young 
Marine Staff Sgt. Dutton with a check from our 
detachment to help support the Young Marine 
program.  Harry then went over a detailed financial 
report with members.  A motion was made by Tom 
Kerrigan and seconded by Joe Hudson to approve 
the monthly report.  Motion passed. 
 
CHAPLAIN:  Chris Bush announced the death of 
member Ray Green and he also asked members to 
pray for the following individuals:  all the local 
marines who died or were wounded in Iraq, Al 
Yerger, and Colonel Waterhouse.  A moment of 
silence was held in remembrance of Ray Green.   
 

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment 
Marine Corps League 

6 July 2004 
Regular Meeting 

 
 
Commandant Bob Spano called the meeting to 
order at 1930. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and the 
opening prayer was read.   
 
Commandant Bob Spano passed out copies of the 
meeting agenda to the membership.  Copies are 
available. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: present were: 
Commandant Spano, Sr.  
Vice Alleva, Jr. Vice Drake, Adjutant Horne, 
Paymaster Kaufman, Judge Advocate Luty, 
Chaplain Bush, Sgt-At-Arms Ross, Service Officer 
McGinley, Director VanLuvender, Director Powlus, 
Jr. Past Commandant Neri. 
 
Commandant Bob Spano congratulated Tom 
Tanner on being elected the new Commandant of 
the Department of Pennsylvania MCL.  
Commandant Spano recognized all past 
commandants who were present at the meeting 
 
GUESTS:  Commandant Spano acknowledged 
Commander Dick Phillips and Dennis Morsa of the 
American Legion Broomall.   
 
NEW MEMBERS:  A motion was made by Mike 
Horne to accept Kim Babcock as a regular 
member.  Motion was seconded by membership.  
Motion passed.   
 
MINUTES: A motion was made by Steve Neri and 
seconded by Joe Mensack to approve the minutes 
as published in the Scuttlebutt.  Motion passed. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  Adjutant Mike Horne stated 
that a letter of thanks was received from the 
National Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Lansdowne chapter, thanking us for our 
participation in their tenth annual Flag Day 
celebration.  We also received a letter of thanks 
from Matthew Walsleben for the detachment 
scholarship that he received, a letter of thanks from 
Evelyn Wright, coordinator of Delaware County 
National Day of Prayer, for our participation in their 
program, and another letter of thanks from the 
Department of Veterans Affairs in Coatesville 
thanking our detachment for sponsoring their bingo 
party on June 14, 2004.  The detachment also 
received a letter of thanks from Jackie Ciminera 
and Mary Tyson for honor ceremonies performed 
for their loved ones, and a letter of thanks was continued on page 7
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SGT-AT-ARMS:  Jim Ross asked that when items 
are distributed for members to sign, members would 
like some type of announcement of what they are 
signing, e.g., cards, petitions, etc.   
 
SERVICE OFFICER: Connie McGinley read an 
article about a study that found that aging veterans 
are missing out on billions in benefits.  More 
information can be obtained from the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs at 1-800-827-1000 or 
their website, www.va.gov.   
 
DIRECTOR: Rick VanLuvender-no report. 
 
DIRECTOR: Jerry Powlus-no report. 
 
JR. PAST COMMANDANT:  Steve Neri announced 
that Delaware County Veterans Museum’s tentative 
commercial opening of Trading Joe’s will be on July 
28 or 29, and the museum part of the building will be 
opening at a later date.  Steve also reminded 
members that families should be informed of the 
veterans’ military record in case this information is 
needed at a later time.  He also suggested that 
members asked their families to donate their MCL 
blazers, jackets, etc. back to the detachment for use 
by members who need these items.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:   
Adopt-A-Highway: Dave Brimble stated that the next 
scheduled event will be July 18th.  Report time is 
0900. Meet at Bishop Hollow Road.   
 
Americanism: Bill Lessig announced that this 
program from October through June visited 36 
schools, reaching over 3000 students, as well as one 
adult group and the Young Marines.   
 
Auxiliary Liaison:  Tony Fusto asked that members 
keep turning in their Acme receipts.  Tony also noted 
that the Ladies Auxiliary would like members to ask 
their wives to see if they would be interested in 
joining the auxiliary.    
 
Awards:  Per detachment’s request, Steve Neri will 
be sending Col. Ollie North a certificate making him 
an honorary member of this detachment.   
 
Ceremonies:  George VanDusen stated that, for the 
month of June, 27 honor ceremonies were 
performed, bringing the total for the year so far to 
137.  George also thanked all those who participated 
in the Fourth of July parade.   
 
V.A.V.S.: Bob Matthews announced that the bingo 
party is held the second Monday of every month.  If 
attending, please meet in the K of C parking lot at 
6:30.   

Minutes continued from page 6 
  
Home Association and Meetings:  Tom Kerrigan 
requested that the detachment’s lockers be cleaned 
out and moved so that the Knights of Columbus can do 
their renovations.   
 
Historian:  John Cook asked that when submitting 
newspaper clippings or photos, a brief description or 
caption should accompany the item.   
 
Legislative:  Bernie McGinley spoke on several issues 
concerning veterans, among them, veterans’ survivor 
benefits and disability benefits.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Jim Alleva asked that the 
detachment purchase three new poles for the Color 
Guard flags.  He noted that some members have 
volunteered to donate to this cause.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:   Tom Tanner stated that he is 
honored to be the MCL Department of Pennsylvania’s 
Commandant.  He also presented our detachment with 
its awards from the Department convention.  We 
received a certificate for participation in newsletter, 
second place in the Americanism award and third 
place in the VAVS award.  Tom also gave the
detachment its flag streamer for having the 
detachment flag at the convention.  Tom also 
presented Connie McGinley with a Distinguished 
Citizenship Award.   
 
Dick Phillips, Commander of the American Legion 
Broomall, announced that he will be leaving his post 
on August 1, and Dennis Morsa will be their new 
commander.  He thanked the Veterans Alliance for all 
they do:  parades, funerals, etc., and stated that it was 
a pleasure to work with such great organizations.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 20:56. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Mike Horne, Adjutant.   
 

 
The 50/50 winner was Ben Sides.   
45 members signed in the log book on 7/6/04.   
 

The Glass is Half Full 
 

Never be afraid to try something new.   
Remember, amateurs built the ark.   

Professionals built the Titanic! 

~ submitted by Mike Horne
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Next Regular Meeting is:
August 3, 2004
1930 hrs.
Knights of Columbus
327 N. Newtown Street Rd.
(Route 252)
Newtown Square, PA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

“I Pledge Allegiance” 

Marine Corps League 
Smedley D. Butler Detachment 
P.O. Box 184 
Newtown Square, PA 19073-0184 
 


