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Iraq. With an eight month old son, he looked at his 
wounds as being lucky, and said he had his wife, son, 
and the Marine Corps behind him. It was an honor to 
help this family out. L/Cpl. Harper, grandson of Al 
Harper PDC of Chester County let the word out on this 
Marine, while at Bethesda and a roommate of this 
Marine. The department quarterly meeting was 
postponed until the end of March because of the 
weather. Our detachment was the recipient of some 
generous donations thanks to the effort of our Jr. Vice. 
We will get with the membership to discuss what to do 
with the extra funds. Tom Lynch retired from locker box 
chairman, and Paul Ferguson stepped right in. Thanks 
to both, Tom for giving eight years, and Paul to pick up 
where Tom left off. The position was renamed to 
Supply/Uniform Chairman. We have a busy month 
coming up in April and it would be nice to see many 
members come to the general meeting. 

Volume XVII, Issue 4                              Sandra Mauer, editor 
April 2007                                                                                 527 W. Walnut St., Lancaster, PA 17603                      
                                                                                                                                         717.397.6994, sandi@lancasterpa.net 

 

God Bless & Semper Fi, 

���������	���������	���������	���������	����

��� � ������ !�"�#�$��

%#$&���''��
 
As the year moves forward so do we. The month of 
March saw the detachment participating in the 
naturalization ceremony in Media, the St. Patrick’s Day 
parade in Springfield, two trips to Coatesville VAMC, one 
to bingo, the other for a St. Patrick’s Day party, Eagle 
Scout award presentation, and of course doing many 
honor details for fallen veterans.  

The detachment presented a check for $1,280.00 to Cpl. 
Dillon Gray and his wife Kelly; Cpl. Gray lost both legs in 
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During our February Detachment Meeting, we 
launched our initial fundraising event for 2007, 
"TV Bonanza". TV Bonanza involves selling 
chances to draw for a 37" Polaroid LCD HDTV. 
Chances are $5.00 per ticket or $20.00 for a 
packet of five tickets. The drawing will take place 
on June 4th.  
 
We have asked our Members to accept an initial 
consignment of two packets. The response has 
been great! Our initial printing of 1000 tickets has 
been consigned to our Members and Auxiliary. A 
distribution of a second printing of 1000 tickets 
has begun. Members who have not been 
contacted for a ticket consignment, please call 
me at 610-356-8893 or mail me your request at 
jmcl@bellatlantic.net.  
 
At the same time that our consignment of tickets 
has taken place, a few of our members have 
been contacting personal acquaintances to seek 
donations rather than  attempting to sell chances 
on a TV drawing. The prospective donors are 
advised of what our Detachment does for its 
community and the purposes for which we 
donate money. The prospective donors are then 
asked whether they wish to join our Detachment 
in serving and giving to others. Promises to 
donate have been given at a rate of 
approximately ninety percent. If any of our 
Members or Auxiliary are interested in using this 
approach to our fundraising, please call me at the 
above number. 
 
We will continue to contact those of our 
Membership who have not had the opportunity of 
obtaining a TV Bonanza ticket consignment.  
 
Dave Brimble has placed an order for with the 
manufacturer of the "Wagon" to be used in our 
summer/fall Wagon Ticket Sales 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Jr. Vice Commandant. 
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Well folks, I’m not anxious to come back from sunny Naples 
to a snow filled PA.; but I am happy to come back and see 
everyone in the detachment has survived the winter in fine 
shape and in good humor!  I will be back for the March 27th 
staff meeting, and look forward to getting back to the work 
at hand.   
 
I have not, however; been idle here in Florida.  Membership 
being one of our high priorities, I am happy to report that 
the dues renewals are coming in better then expected by 
past standards.  I think that you all realize how important 
retention is in order to remain both solvent and vibrant as a 
detachment.  We are doing well!  
 
The June dinner will be held on the first Monday in June at 
our regular meeting, and I expect to get started at 18:30 as 
opposed to 19:30 in order to begin with breaking bread 
together.  It will be a festive occasion, and I look forward to 
everyone turning out for the party that makes this all 
worthwhile, joining together in friendship to reminisce about 
old times. The cost of the dinner will be $12.00/person, and 
a sign up sheet will be available at the April meeting.   
 
Please remember that our solemn memorial service will 
take place in May, so everyone should plan to make this an 
event where we can visibly show our reverence to all those 
who have made the ultimate and supreme sacrifice to 
protect our freedom both at home and abroad. 
 
We are planning for the August picnic that will bring our 
brothers from the VFW #7390 and AL #805 (ombined 
Marple Newtown Veterans’ Alliance) to fraternize in good 
spirit to enable our organizations to continue to work 
together for the overall good of the community. 
 
Now I have to commend our brothers from the Upland 
Detachment for setting up a trip to visit the new Marine 
Corps Museum at Quantico.  In order to maximize the 
success of that planned trip, I have elected to let that trip 
be our mutual trip thus avoiding any conflicts in scheduling 
and accommodating both detachments to make a bigger 
success.  Many thanks, to those who gave birth to this trip, 
and thanks to all our Upland Brothers for inviting us to 
partake in that exciting event.  Let’s try to make it a real 
success not only for them, but for the Smedley Butler 
detachment to lend our support in making the overall event 
a success for us all!   
 
Just one last comment regarding the November Ball, it is 
well on its way to success, because I have engaged a real 
WWII and Korean Marine Fighter pilot to speak candidly 
about his sterling record as a real great Marine fighter pilot.  
It will be a very exciting evening. 
 
 
Semper Fi, 
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Sr. Vice Commandant 
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General & Healthcare Benefits 
VA Hotline     800-827-1000 
Veterans’ Healthcare  800-222-8387 
Education   888-442-4511 
Grave Markers   800-697-6947 
Life Insurance   800-669-8477 
Website   www.va.gov 

Commandant’s Message 
April 2007 
 
As I watch the news and see all the reports on the 
war, I can see some familiarities from the Vietnam 
War. There are the protests, marches, the pro side, 
and the side that is against. We are around 3,200 
deaths. No one wants to see any American lose their 
life, or those of others. Is this a just war? All of us 
have one opinion or another, but what is clear, is that 
we are there. It is our God given right to protest, to 
gather in PEACEFUL crowds to voice our feelings; 
but how can Americans desecrate our memorials to 
these Veterans? I have received information on the 
memorials in Washington, and here in Philadelphia 
that have been defaced in some way. Is it the fault of 
these Veterans? Is it the fault of the men and women 
we see today? I believe this to be an act of 
cowardice. Voice your feelings to your Congressman, 
Senator, and newspaper. I don’t think you can say 
that any war we have fought in was popular. Death is 
a result that cannot be ignored; it is a fact of war.  
 
I received a call form Barry Reese the other day 
telling me that our flag box in Veterans Park was 
vandalized. Now this is sad, and this is wrong. But 
also this week something came that was truly 
wonderful. When we passed the hat and the 
Detachment matched the funds we were able to send 
to Cpl. Dillon Gray and his wife Kelly a check for 
$1,280. To hear this Marine who lost both of his legs, 
and his wife so happy on the news that a check was 
on its way to them was a wonderful feeling. Of course 
we would have not known of this Marine’s plight if it 
were not for Al Harper PDC of Chester County 
Detachment. His own grandson was Cpl. Gray’s 
roommate. He had suffered chest wounds. But Al, 
being the way he is, told those questioning his 
grandson’s health talked about this other Marine. 
This is what being a Marine is all about. This is what 
the Marine Corps League is all about!  
 
                                         
God Bless & Semper Fi, 
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General Smedley D. Butler Detachment Officers 
 
Commandant   Jim Alleva 
Sr. Vice Commandant  Jerry Leon 
Jr. Vice Commandant              Jack McLeod 
Adjutant   Jack Kelly 
Paymaster   Bob Spano  
Judge Advocate   Dan Luty 
Sergeant-At-Arms  James D. Ross  
Chaplain   Christopher Bush 
Service Officer               Connie McGinley 
Director    Paul Donohue 
Director     Dave Brimble 
Director    Stan Short 
Jr. Past Commandant  Tom Tanner 
Jr. Past State Commandant Tom Tanner 

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment 
Committee Chairmen 
 
Adopt-A-Highway: Dave Brimble 
Americanism: Bob Matthews, Jack McLeod 
Auxiliary Liaison: Tony Fusto 
Awards: Jim Alleva 
Ceremonies & Honor Guard: George Van Dusen 
Ceremonies Assistant: John J. V. Cook 
Color Guard: Jim Alleva 
Flag Collection - Barry Reese 
Historian: Ben Sides 
Home Association & Meetings: Tom Kerrigan 
Supply-Uniform: Paul Ferguson 
Membership- Dave Brimble 
Newsletter (Scuttlebutt): Sandi Mauer 
Newtown Twp Vets Park: Stan Short 
Property: Dave Brimble 
Scholarships: Wayne Williams 
Scouting: John Gingras 
Toys-For-Tots: Dan Luty 
VAVS: Robert Matthews 
Young Marines Chairman: Bob Stanton 
 

It Happened This Month  
In Marine Corps History 
 
18 April 1943  Army p-38s shoot down Adm. 
Yamamoto’s transport plane over Bougainville. 
Marine aviators participate in the planning and 
operation 
 
1 April 1918  Capt. Cunningham’s 1st Marine 
Aviation squadron arrives at the newly established 
Marine flying field, Miami 
 
27 April 1897  The Marine band and two 
battalions of Marines take part in the dedication 
ceremonies for Grant’s tomb in New York City 
. 



��������������

*%��!&�+����,-��$.���/��0-
��
 
The VA has started using a self-service check-
in System (kiosks). Beginning March 1st all 
registration will be done at the reception area 
using this check in. You must have an up-to-
date VA id card. It is the one without your 
social security shown. If you have an old id 
card please get it updated. By using this 
system you can check in to one or many 
appointments on any given day and you will be 
signed in to the scheduled clinics. Questions? 
Contact Jim Alleva 610-789-3755. 
 

TV Drawing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tickets: 
$5.00 each, or 5 for $20.00 

 
Sales will run March through June 2007. 

Drawing to be held at the June Dinner/Meeting June 4. 
 

Please help make this a success!!! Get your tickets from the Jr. Vice. 

 
POLAROID 37" 720p LCD HDTV 
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Phillip Bannan USN-FMF Corpsman 
415 Cranberry Ln. 
West Chester, PA 19380-6506 
610-296-8054 
phillip8166@aol.com 
 
Please add him to your roster and give him a 
call! 

POLAROID 37" 720p LCD HDTV 
  

� HDMI Input 
 

� Built-in ATSC & NTSC Tuners 
 

� 1,000:1 Contrast Ratio 
 

� PC Input 
 

� 2 Component Inputs 
 

� Wall Mount or Stand 
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Submitted by Dave Brimble 
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*30-31 March-Rescheduled Dept. Meeting 0900 
            Ft Indiantown Gap, MCL PA HQ. 
** Between Third And Fourth Week-Homecoming 

Of 3 Btn. 14th Mar.Reg. –Phila. Marine Reserve 
Ctr  2838 Woodhaven Rd. 

�

%#$&�  
02 General Meeting-Knights-1930 
09 Bingo Night-VAMC Coatesville-1830-Meet 

Knights 
14 Parade-MTLL Baseball-0800-Meet-Broomall 

Fire House-Color Guard-Bugle 
19 VFW 7390-Luncheon-Springfield Cc-1200- 

Free To Post Member and Guest-$20.00 Per- 
Others 

22 Adopt A Highway Cleanup – 0900 Bishop 
Hollow Rd. 

24 Villanova NROTC-“Gung Ho” Award-1400 
Villanova Univ. 

24 VFW 928 Darby-Parris Island Trip-3 Days-2 
Nights-$175.00 Per.-Contact Mike Anastasi- 
610-356-4535 

27 Staff Meeting-Al Post 805-1930 
28 Upland Det.-Marine Corps Museum-0800 

One Day-$40.00 Per.-610-874-6601-Call 
ASAP 

29 March Of Dimes Walk America-0800-Ridley  
Creek State Park-Sec 11-Sponsor Info-Dan 
Luty, JA-610-461-0582 
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OTHER VETERANS’ & FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS’  
MEETING SCHEDULES 
 
Regular Events 
AmVets: Harold P. Saks Post #118, 211 N. Morton 
Ave., Morton, PA 19070. Meetings the first Wednesday 
of every month at 2000. 
 
American Legion: Broomall Post #805, 
2340 West Chester Pike, Broomall, PA. Meetings the 
second Wednesday of every month, at 1930. 
 
American Legion Nunan-SlookPost #338, Meets the 
second Tuesday at 7:30 PM of every month at the 
corner of Ralston & Graslynn Avenue’s, Havertown, 
PA. 
 
Upper Darby Detachment #884 MCL, 3rd Tuesday of 
the month at 2000, 1026 Providence Rd. Secane, Pa. 
19018 

3�/�$�3$+��&6��&��! �.���!�7���� �)8 
Disabled American Veterans, Delaware 
County Chapter 113, meets the second Monday 
of the month  
at 8 PM.  Meetings are held at the Nunan-Slook �
American Legion Post #338. The Post is located 
at the corner of Ralston & Graslynn Avenues in 
Havertown, PA. 
 
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 67, 2nd 
Thursday every month-1930-Catholic War 
Veterans Post 731, 920 West Chester Pike, 
Havertown, PA. 
 
Delaware County Detachment, Third Sunday of 
the month: Breakfast: 0800-1130, $5.00/person. 
Delaware County Detachment at detachment 
home, Upland, PA. Every Month except: June-
July-August. 
 
M.O.D.D. “Devil Dogs” Triboro Pound #19, 
Pack of Penna., Growls (meetings) are the 
second Wednesday of the month at 1930. Growls 
are held at the Herbert W. Best Post # 928, VFW. 
Located at MacDade Blvd & Kendron Avenue, 
Folsom, PA. 
 
Veterans of Foreign Wars: Broomall Post 
#7390, Meetings the second Thursday of the 
month at 1930. Meetings are held at the Marple 
Twp. Municipal Building., Sproul & Springfield 
Roads, Broomall, PA. 
 
Knights Of Columbus: Mater Dei Council 
#4129, 327 N. Newtown Street Rd., Newtown 
Square, PA. Meetings the first Thursday of the 
month at 2000. 
 

S I C K  C A L L  
� Don Walz, 
� Henry Mummah 
� Matt Balfrey, 
� George Boyajian 
� Al Harper, III USMC—wounded in Iraq. 

He is the grandson of our good friend Al 
Harper of the Chester County 
Detachment 

Please remember these men with a card or a 
phone call.    
 
Please remember to notify Chaplain Chris Bush 
(610.353.5569) of an illness, or of a member or family 
member passing away. 
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REMINDER: 
DUES ARE NOW $30.00.  

PLEASE KEEP THIS IN MIND WHEN 
RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

U.S. NAVY CORPSMEN 
 

In 1798 John Wall enlisted as the first seaman to serve as 
a “Lob-Lolly Boy” – one that assisted the Surgeon and the 
Surgeon’s Mate. He sailed with the Marines aboard the 
U.S.S. Constellation.  Lob-Lolly Boys were a regular part of 
the Navy from then until 1842 when “Surgeon’s Stewards” 
came into existence shortly after the establishment of the 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 
 
The duties and the name of the medical assistants 
remained the same until 1866 when the official title was 
changed to “Apothecary” and in 1873 men attending the 
sick became “Baymen”; a name that was made official in 
Navy Regulations of 1876. 
 
The first organization of a Hospital Corps, as such, 
occurred in June 1898 during the Spanish-American War.  
The new organization fixed the name “Hospital Steward” 
and “Hospital Apprentice” for medical men and provided for 
a warrant grade of Pharmacist.  In 1912, an Act of 
Congress authorized the commissioning of Chief 
Pharmacist.  The first man to receive this rate was serving 
with the Marines in Haiti in 1915. 
 
In 1916, a reorganization of the Medical Corps was 
effected in its present form.  It specified that its activity 
should be part of the Navy Medical Department and its 
personnel should consist of Chief Pharmacists, 
Pharmacists Mates, First, Second and Third Class and 
Hospital Apprentices, First and Second Class. 
 
World War I saw the first wartime operation under the new 
set-up; the men served with the Navy, afloat and ashore 
with expeditionary forces in foreign lands.  Although the 
Hospital Corps is the only branch of the Navy which is 
subject to service with the Army by Presidential Order, it 
wasn’t until World War I that Corpsmen with the 4th Marine 
Brigade were assigned to an Army outfit.  The occasion 
marked the first time in military history where they served 
under three services; Navy, Marines and Army in a single 
combat command. 
 
Throughout the years the Corpsmen served with Marines 
on every expedition, in combat and at shore stations. 
 
In no other organization does the Corpsman face such 
responsibility as he does in Marines Corps Combat Units. 
When the attack is made, he is on his own and is first to 
reach and treat combat casualties.  His first aid may be the 
balance between life and death, and his endurance must 
know no limitations because of the long hours spent in the 
field awaiting evacuations. 
 
So rightfully the Navy Hospital Corpsmen, who are famous 
for their courtesy, kindness and consideration, deserve 
every tribute paid them.  They have done more than their 
fair share in setting the record of the Navy Medical 
Department in saving the lives of 97.8 percent of all Navy 
and Marine casualties. 
 

IT WAS SAID…… 
“It was an hour of peril and an hour of despair, but 
the Hospital Corpsmen never wavered, with courage 
and determination they continued to perform their 
duties as medical men.  While all around them 
others were engaged in deadly conflict, they were 
trying to keep alive the spark of human kindness and 
the flame of life”. 
 
Semper Fi and Thanks “DOC” 

 
Submitted by J.J.V. Cook 

 

 
This picture appeared in the most recent issue of 
Leatherneck. 
 
Charlestown Navy Yard Marine Detachment 
Parading in Boston MA., 11 November 1949,  
Maj. Norman Bates...OIC 
Sgt. Steve Romano...NCOIC 
The entire Detachment was drafted to the 1st 
Marine Div. at Camp Pendleton in July 1950 for 
duty in Korea. Many served in C-1-5 and C-1-1, 
where member John Cook served. 
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Help support our
  newsletter and 

become a 
member of the 

  Booster Club! 
    
   
Any monetary contribution helps offset the cost of 
publication and mailing.   
  
We wish to thank our current boosters. With their 
assistance, we are able to continue our award-
winning newsletter! 
 
2%"���:33��"� 
Elena & Jim Alleva, Janice & Stan Samsel, Barbara 
& Ben Sides, Joe Direso and Florence & Bob 
Spano.  
 
Thank you boosters! 
 
���������������� � ����� � ����� � ����� � �����
Paymaster 
 
If you are interested in being a “Scuttlebutt” 
Booster, please see Bob Spano. 

 

Birthday Greetings 
for April 

 
The Detachment staff sends best wishes to the 
following members who are celebrating a birthday 
this month: 
     
 
Robert Allen 
Arthur Caldwell 
Joseph Direso, Jr. 
George Edelmann 
Thomas Flack 
Spencer Goldsborough 
William Kinney, Jr. 
Donna Moisiades 
Stanley Samsel 
Benjamin Sides 
Leslie Turner 
 

Happy Birthday…and many, many more! 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
DCYM Scuttlebutt 

 
 
The Delaware County Young Marines would like 
to extend an invitation to all Detachment 
members to attend our Recruit Graduation/Young 
Marine Promotion Ceremony on Friday, 30 March 
2007, 1930 at the Folsom VFW.  Please join us in 
recognizing the accomplishments of our Unit.  
Refreshments will be served after the ceremony. 
 
This past month, our Unit helped out Commander 
Stanton at his Devil Dog Spaghetti Fundraiser.  
We enjoyed talking to everyone in attendance 
while serving up Commander Stanton's delicious 
spaghetti, meatballs and sausage. Boy, can he 
cook! 
 
We participated in Springfield's St. Patty's Parade 
with a Color Guard and marching unit, an annual 
event that we look forward to.  The weather was  
great and a fun time was had by all. 
 
Upcoming events include egg dying and an egg 
hunt. 
 
Semper Fi 

��������� �� ���� �� � �����
Delaware County Young Marines 
 

 

 
 
Three (of four) of our members: 
Tony DelGrippo, Henry Mummah & Don Walz (Walt 
Tallmage was not available) are with 5 other Iwo Vet 
members of the DelCo Detachment at a festive gathering 
attended by Congressman Joe Sestak as well as 
members of the Gen. Smedley D. Butler, Upper Darby & 
Delaware County Detachments.  We are celebrating the 
62nd Anniversary of the Battle of Iwo Jima.  

Compliments of Bob Spano. 
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when they return from Iraq in April.  Bob Wells seconded the 
motion, and the motion passed.  Nick Repino made a motion 
to spend $125.00 for an ad on the outside cover of an ad 
book for the K of C for the Second Art Auction that they will 
be holding.  Jack McLeod seconded the motion, and it 
passed.        
 
Judge Advocate:  Dan Luty reminded everyone that when 
they sign the logbook, they are indicating that their 
membership dues are paid up and that they are able to take 
part in the Detachment’s meeting.  Commandant Jim Alleva 
provided a letter to Dan Luty proposing a change in the 
Administrative Procedures in reference to the annual awards 
for the Policeman and Fireman of the Year for both Marple 
and Newtown Townships.  Dan Luty made a motion to 
change the award from the award of a Certificate of 
Appreciation to a Distinguished Citizen’s Award, with the 
bronze medal.  This was seconded by Ben Sides, and the 
motion passed.  This change will also be published in the 
Scuttlebutt.  Dan Luty also provided information on the 
March of Dimes walk scheduled for 29 April 2007 at Ridley 
Creek State Park. 
 
Chaplain:  Chris Bush reported that Joe Mensack was 
recovering from an operation on his eye.  Chris Bush also 
requested that the members give Matt Balfrey a call, as a 
form of encouragement to him.   
 
Service Officer:  Connie McGinley discussed flyers that had 
information available on where to get uniforms, and also how 
to wear various medals or awards.   
 
Director Stan Short:  Stan Short discussed the possibility of 
using Drexel Lodge for the annual Combined Veterans 
Alliance picnic. Several advantages of using Drexel Lodge 
were mentioned, but it would only be available in August.  
Dave Brimble made a motion to look at reserving the Drexel 
Lodge in the third weekend of August for the picnic.  Paul 
Donohue seconded this, and the motion passed. 
 
Director Paul Donohue:  Paul Donohue mentioned that the 
semi-annual audit of the locker box had been completed 
prior to this evening’s general meeting.  The membership 
expressed its appreciation to Tom Lynch for his eight years 
of service as locker box chairman by giving Tom a round of 
applause.  Paul Ferguson has agreed to be the new 
supply/uniform chairman. 
 
Jr. Past Department Commandant:  Tom Tanner indicated 
that the Department provides $50.00 per quarter to those 
detachments that participate in the V.A.V.S. program.  He 
presented a check for  $100.00 to Ben Sides to be given to 
the Paymaster for the Detachment’s participation in this 
program.  Tom Tanner also provided information on the 
Department’s meeting on March 16 and 17 at Indiantown 
Gap.  He also provided general information on a Veteran’s 
Day event being planned by St. Alban’s Church. 
 
Committee Reports:   
 
Adopt-a-Highway:  Dave Brimble mentioned that the next 
clean-up is scheduled for 22 April at 0900. 
 
Americanism:  Jim Alleva mentioned that Jack McLeod has 
offered to work with Bob Matthews on the Americanism 
program.  Schools will be contacted to offer this 
presentation. 

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment #741 
Marine Corps League 

General Meeting Minutes 
5 March 2007 

 
Commandant:  Jim Alleva called the meeting to order at 
1930.  The normal opening ceremonies were conducted.  
Officers present were Commandant Jim Alleva, Jr. Vice Jack 
McLeod, Judge Advocate Dan Luty, Adjutant Jack Kelly, 
Chaplain Chris Bush, Sergeant-at-Arms Jim Ross, Service 
Officer Connie McGinley, Director Dave Brimble, Director 
Paul Donohue, Director Stan Short, and Junior Past 
Commandant Tom Tanner.  Ben Sides served as 
Paymaster, substituting for Bob Spano, who was excused, 
and Tom Tanner served as Sr. Vice, substituting for Jerry 
Leon, who was excused. 
 
A new regular member, Philip Bannon, was sworn in.  He is 
a veteran of both the Army and the Navy, having served in 
the Navy as a FMF corpsman.  Walt Tallmadge made a 
motion to accept him into membership, and the motion was 
seconded and passed.   
 
Minutes:  Dave Brimble made a motion to accept the minutes 
of the February 2007 meeting as published in the Scuttlebutt.  
Ben Sides seconded the motion and the motion passed.   
 
Officer Reports:   
Paymaster:  Ben Sides provided the Paymaster’s report, in 
Bob Spano’s absence.  He reviewed the monthly report for 
February.  Dan Luty made a motion to accept the 
Paymaster’s report.  Tom Tanner seconded this, and the 
motion passed.  Ben Sides also reviewed the budget for 
2007.  Although the budget had been reviewed and accepted 
at the February meeting, it was reviewed again at this 
meeting as a courtesy for any members who may have 
attended the viewing for Frank DiBonaventuro, whose 
viewing was held on the same evening of the February 
general meeting.  Following the presentation, Ben Sides 
requested a motion to add a line item of $300.00 for the 
Pennsylvania Junior Raffle.  The motion was made by Jack 
McLeod, and it as seconded by Dan Luty, and the motion 
passed.  Tom Tanner noted that there was an expense of 
$200.00 for V.A.V.S., but nothing on the income side, so he 
made a motion to add $200.00 on the income side for 
V.A.V.S.  Stan Short seconded the motion, and the motion 
passed.   
 
Jr. Vice:  Jack McLeod reviewed activity for the PA Veterans 
and Youth ticket sales, and he also indicated that it has been 
decided to use the junior troop handler wagon again this 
year as the object of our summer and fall ticket sales.  He 
also introduced the new program of selling chances for a 
wall or table mounted 37” TV.  Tickets are available on 
consignment, and members are encouraged to assist in this 
new program.  Jack McLeod mentioned that Dan Luty has 
already sold $305.00 worth of tickets. 
 
Adjutant:  Jack Kelly read a letter of appreciation from Mary 
DiBonaventuro, thanking the members for the support of the 
Detachment following her husband Frank’s passing.  A note 
of appreciation from his daughter Diane was also read.  
Other incoming correspondence was also read.  Paul 
Donohue made a motion to donate $100.00 to Scotland 
School, and Chris Bush seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed.  In addition, Jack Kelly made a motion to donate 
$100.00 to the 3/14 Marines, for a welcome home tribute 
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Ceremonies:  Ben Sides reported that 55 funeral services 
have been conducted so far this year.           
 
Historian:  Ben Sides reported that all pictures will now be 
taken with the Detachment’s new digital camera.  He also 
requested that members provide “then and now” pictures of 
themselves for the Detachment’s history book.      
 
Membership:  Dave Brimble provided information on some of 
the members whose membership is due.  He indicated that 
the Detachment’s membership stands at about 162 
members. 
 
V.A.V.S.:  Bob Matthews provided information on upcoming 
activity at Coatesville Veterans Hospital. 
 
Scholarships:  Wayne Williams was not present, but Jim 
Alleva mentioned that Jack McLeod had received a sizable 
donation for the Detachment from a former employer, with 
the condition that the funds be used for educational 
scholarship purposes.  No decisions were reached 
immediately, but some suggested schools as possible 
recipients were Marple-Newtown High School, Cardinal 
O’Hara High School, The Folsom Reserve Center, Villanova 
NROTC, and the Delaware County Christian School.  A 
decision on the use of these funds will be made at another 
time.  A letter of thanks has been mailed to the person who 
made the donation to the Detachment.  In other 
announcements, Jim Alleva reviewed the upcoming activity 
scheduled for March.   
 
Unfinished Business:  Chris Bush indicated that member Al 
Harper’s grandson had been injured in Iraq by shrapnel, and 
he is now recovering.  Tom Tanner provided additional 
information, indicating that Al Harper’s grandson will 
eventually be moved to the Coatesville Veterans Hospital for 
rehabilitation.  Jim Alleva mentioned that a buddy of Al 
Harper’s grandson, Cpl. Dillon Gray, was also wounded and 
is now a triple amputee.  There was discussion on how the 
Detachment could help with some expenses for this Marine.  
Connie McGinley made a motion to pass the hat for 
contributions, and then to have the Detachment match what 
is collected.  Dave Brimble seconded this, and the motion 
was passed.  A total of $642.00 was collected, and this will 
be matched by the Detachment, and the funds will be sent to 
Cpl. Dillon Gray and his wife.   
 
Announcements:  Jim Alleva provided information on new 
security measures for those using Veterans’ facilities.  New 
VA cards are being updated.  Jim Alleva also reviewed the 
scheduled activities for the month.  Mike Anastasi reported 
on a trip to Parris Island that VFW Post #598 in Darby is 
coordinating in April, from 24 April to 28 April, at a cost of 
$175.00.  More information is available from Mike Anastasi.  
 
Dan Luty made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and Joe 
Hudson seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  Closing 
ceremonies were conducted, and the meeting was adjourned 
at 2120. 
 
Paul Donohue won the 50/50.  37 members signed the 
logbook. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jack Kelly, Adjutant                                 
 

Minutes continued from page 8 

Guidelines for Submission of Articles & Photos for 
inclusion in “Scuttlebutt” 
•All submissions must be received by the editor no later 
than the 15th of the month for the upcoming issue. 
•The preferred format for written articles is a computer file 
(such as MS Word, or an email). Non-computer files will be 
considered and included in Scuttlebutt only if the editor is 
able to transcribe the article in a timely matter for 
publication. 
•The preferred format for photos is digital in a high 
resolution JPG file (other file formats will also be 
considered). Traditional photos may be submitted as well, 
and will be included only if the editor is able to scan the 
photo in a timely matter for publication. 
•All submissions must be the original work of the person 
submitting the piece. If the submitter is not the author of the 
work, the submitter should obtain permission from the 
author and submit that as well. No copyrighted materials 
can be used without permission from the appropriate 
parties.  
•The editor reserves the right to include or exclude 
submissions as necessary according to these guidelines 
and as space in the publication dictates. 
•Items may be submitted to the editor via email to 
sandi@lancasterpa.net 
 

Anyone who is unable to come to meetings for 
one reason or another, can request a copy of the 
budget or paymaster’s reports by either calling 
610-541-4747, or by e-mail  
(bspano35@verizon.net) 
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Don’t forget… 
 
The next Adopt A Highway Cleanup is scheduled 
for 22 April at 0900 at Bishop Hollow Road. 
 
Let’s start the spring with a great cleanup!!! 
 
For more details, contact Dave Brimble at 
610.356.0851 
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Next Regular Meeting is:
April 2, 2007

Knights of Columbus
327 N. Newtown Street Rd.
(Route 252)
Newtown Square, PA 

  (MONDAY)
1930 hrs.

 

Marine Corps League 
Smedley D. Butler Detachment 
P.O. Box 184 
Newtown Square, PA 19073-0184 


